Graduation Requirements:  Frequently Asked Questions
1. GENERAL: Where can I find a list of certifications that allow a teacher to teach a certain course?

a. http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Uniform+Academic+Course+Codes.htm. Scroll down to the table and click on the content area you need under “With Certifications”.
2. GENERAL: Why does my district have different graduation requirements than the minimum graduation requirements listed on the website?

a. The state sets minimum graduation requirements, but districts may include any requirements over and above the minimum requirements the state has set.

3. GENERAL: We are a private school. Do we need to follow the state’s minimum graduation requirements?

a. No, but your students will still be held to the same pre-college standards as public school students. Therefore, it is in your best interest to be sure students who plan to attend college follow the pre-college curriculum. (13 KAR 2:020)
4. GENERAL: The minimum graduation requirements state that the students must show demonstrated performance-based competency in technology. What is required for that?
a. A district may create its own competency requirements. Here are a couple of suggestions:

i.  The high school technology standards may be found on pages 538 – 543 in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/POS/POS%20with%20CCS%20for%20public%20review.pdf). 

ii. STLP projects, products and services can help students gain technology skills (http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional+resources/technology/student+initiatives/stlp+student+technology+leadership+program/getting+started+with+stlp.htm). 

iii. International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) (http://www.iste.org/standards/nets-for-students/nets-student-standards-2007.aspx) 
5. GENERAL: Must a student have 120 hours of seat time in order to receive credit for a course?
a. According to 704 KAR 3:305 Section 5. (1) A board of education may award credit toward high school graduation for satisfactory demonstration of learning based on content standards described in the Kentucky core academic standards, 704 KAR 3:303, and a rigorous performance standards policy established by the board of education. A school shall establish performance descriptors and evaluation procedures to determine if the content and performance standards have been met. (link to performance-based credit guidance)

6. If a Computer Science is offered, does it have to count as an elective?

a. Based on course standards and the teacher of record, a Computer Science course CAN qualify as a 4th math course or an elective science course if it involves computational thinking, problem solving, computer programming, and a significant emphasis on the science and engineering practices from the KCAS. 
7. ARTS/HUMANITIES: Does an art/music/theatre/dance class count as the high school graduation requirement? Do students have to take a History and Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts (HAVPA) survey course in order to graduate?
a. An arts class that covers the five Big Ideas currently in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, (formerly 2006 Program of Studies) will meet the graduation requirement. A class that does not cover all five Big Ideas may be counted as an elective credit. For example, a painting class that only covers Structure and Process would not count as a graduation credit; whereas, a music class that all covers all five Big Ideas would count as that credit. Arts teachers do not need to cover content from the other three disciplines in as much depth as their specific discipline, but should make natural connections between disciplines. A HAVPA course is an option for the arts and humanities graduation credit. Teachers are encouraged to provide hands-on activities for HAVPA courses as students may gain a richer insight into the different art forms. Schools are urged to provide access to all students to create, perform, and respond in and to the arts.
8. ARTS/HUMANITIES: Can students receive an arts and humanities credit through another content area course such as social studies or world language? 

a. No. 704 KAR 3:305 specifically states that the credit comes from a History and Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts class or “another arts course which incorporates this content.” Students may also fulfill the credit through a standards-based specialized arts course based on the student’s Individual Learning Plan (ILP) if that class addresses the five Big Ideas spelled out in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (formerly known as the Program of Studies from 2006).  

9. ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS: Can students receive one of their required English credits for taking the English or reading transitional course?
a. Students not meeting benchmark in reading (20) or English (18) on their ACT are required to have a transitional course or intervention before they graduate. The English or reading transitional course may be embedded into an English course or courses. However, a transitional course alone in English or reading does NOT satisfy the English credit for graduation.  It is important to remember that this transitional intervention must be measured and monitored to address the student’s needs around college readiness reading and/or college readiness English respectively.  
10. ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS: Can students receive a required graduation credit for taking a reading course instead of one of the 4 required English courses?

a. The content of any course for which English I, II, III, IV credit is given must contain content that addresses the standards for that grade level. (http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Program+of+Studies) 
11. ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS: Do English I, II, III, and IV need to be take in sequence or can they be taken out of order?

a. While it would not be advantageous for a student to take these courses out of order, a student who does not pass one of these courses may move on to the next course while completing the course he/she did not pass.

12. HEALTH/PE: Can JROTC count as a health/PE credit?

In order to a provide physical education credit for JROTC, the district should be able to assure they are teaching the Physical Education content in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, formerly 2006 Program of Studies. (See the Physical Education pages in this document: http://www.education.ky.gov/users/jwyatt/POS/High.pdf ) If this content is being taught, ROTC can only be substituted for the Physical Education ½ credit.  It CANNOT be substituted for Health requirement.  It is very important that students are being taught physical education content and not just participating in physical activity.  These are related but very different.  Therefore, physical education content in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards needs to be taught in ROTC in order to award the PE credit.

13. MATH: If students take integrated mathematics courses rather than traditionally labeled courses: Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II, will these count towards graduation?

a. A local board of education may substitute an integrated, applied, interdisciplinary, technical or occupational course or higher-level course for a required course if the alternative course addresses Kentucky Core Academic Standards. 

Kentucky Regulation excerpt: 704 KAR 3:305 Section 2. 

(3) Mathematics - four (4) courses of mathematics, including three (3) credits that shall include the content contained in the Kentucky core academic standards for mathematics and include the following minimum requirements:

(a) Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. An integrated, applied, interdisciplinary, occupational, or technical course that prepares a student for a career path based on the student's individual learning plan may be substituted for a traditional Algebra I, Geometry, or Algebra II course on an individual student basis if the course meets the content standards in the Kentucky core academic standards, 704 KAR 3:303; …
14. MATH: Other than secondary mathematics certified teachers, who is qualified to teach a high school credit bearing mathematics course?


a. Teachers must achieve highly qualified status in high school mathematics in order for students to be eligible to receive a high school mathematics credit (required or elective).  

The Kentucky Educational Professional Standards Board http://www.kyepsb.net/nclb.asp  oversees all certification issues in Kentucky. Highly qualified teachers are determined using guidelines set forth by the Education Professional Standards Board and approved by the federal government. Local schools must verify, document, and be prepared to defend the information contained in the HOUSSE application in the event of an audit. 

15. MATH: Can a Pre-algebra course be taken as a mathematics elective?

a. Yes. A Pre-algebra course can be taken as a math elective but cannot be substituted for any required course: Algebra I, Geometry or Algebra II (class of 2012 and beyond).

16. MATH: If high school level courses, such as Algebra I, Geometry or Algebra II are taken in middle school or through Kentucky Virtual High School, will a high school credit be given and will the course be accepted toward graduation?
a. High schools must accept credit toward graduation for high school coursework taken by students in grade five, six, seven or eight if the content of the course is high school equivalent and if the student attains performance levels expected of high school students in that district as determined by achieving a score of "3" or higher on a College Board Advanced Placement examination or a grade of "B" or better in a high school equivalent or a Kentucky Virtual High School course. 
Also, high schools must accept for credit toward graduation any course a student successfully completes through the Kentucky Virtual High School and incorporate the grade the student receives in a Kentucky Virtual High School course in calculating that student's grade point average without distinction between the grade received in the Kentucky Virtual High School course and courses taught within the school district for which the student receives a grade. (KRS 158.622)
17. MATH: If students receive high school credit for Algebra I, Geometry or Algebra II in middle school, do they still need to take mathematics every year in high school?

a. According to the minimum graduation requirements, students must take one mathematics course for each year enrolled in high school. (704 KAR 3:305) These courses could be a variety of Advanced Placement courses, virtual courses, dual credit courses or other rigorous mathematics courses such as advanced mathematics or statistics, according to the student’s ILP.  
18. MATH: A math course must be taken each year of high school, according to regulation. Does the elective math course have to be a full year course?
a. 704 KAR 3:305 states only that students must take a course each year of high school, so this course does not necessarily have to be a full credit course. However, it is important to remember that local school districts may require 4 math credits for graduation.
19. MATH: If a student transfers to our school in his junior year and did not take a math class his freshman year, how will he be able to take a math each year of high school?

a. Once a student has enrolled in a school, the school has no control over what courses he took in the past. Just ensure that he completes the Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II requirements and takes a math class each year he is enrolled in that school.

20. MATH: Can a student receive an elective math credit for the math transitional course?

a. Yes, if the teacher of record is a highly qualified math teacher. 

21. MATH: If a student does not pass one of the required math courses (Algebra I, Geometry, or Algebra II) and takes it the following year, will that count as having taken a math course each year, even though he didn’t receive credit for one of the years?

a. This depends on local board policy. However, minimum graduation requirements only require 3 math credits. Here is an acceptable example:

Freshman year – Algebra I (passed) – 1 credit

Sophomore year – Geometry (did not pass) – 0 credit

Junior year – Geometry (passed) – 1 credit

Senior year – Algebra II (passed) – 1 credit

22. MATH: Can any math course taken during the senior year count as a transitional course for students not meeting the benchmark score of 19 in math on the ACT?
a. Students not meeting benchmark in math (19) on their ACT must take a transitional intervention that addresses their individual learning needs in relation to the college readiness standards. This transitional intervention must be measured and monitored to address the student’s needs around college readiness math.  
A transitional intervention MAY be embedded into another course or may be a separate ‘course’.  Regardless, there must be evidence of the monitoring/progress of the student’s college readiness needs. 
23. MATH: What other courses can qualify as a 4th math course?

a. When considering a mathematics course for students who have completed the math requirements for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, especially those seniors who have met college readiness benchmark in math, it is important to consider the student's career goals as specified in the student's Individual Learning Plan (ILP). Many courses, such as Physics/AP Physics, Chemistry/AP Chemistry, Computer Science/AP Computer Science may not appear to be ‘math courses’ though they may, in fact, be very math-intensive. Courses of this type may be considered to fulfill the 4th year of mathematics requirement for interested students. This decision should be made by the district on a case-by-case basis, ensuring that the course provides sufficient math content and rigor. Kentucky Department of Education will provide guidance to help districts make these types of decisions. 

24. MATH: Can Computer Science serve as a 4th math course?

a. The following Computer Science courses are acceptable 4th math courses:

· AP Computer Science – this course is considered a math course by College Board

· Any computer course that involves computational thinking, problem solving, and computer programming 
b. The following courses are not acceptable as a 4th math course:
· Computer applications
· Keyboarding

· Internet safety

· Computer graphics

· Computer repair

· Any course that does not involve computational thinking, problem solving, and computer programming

25. SCIENCE: Do students have to have an Earth Science course to graduate?
a.  Students have to have the opportunity to learn the earth science content contained in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS). That content may be taught in a separate class called Earth Science or it may be distributed throughout any combination of the three science courses the student is required to take in order to graduate from a Kentucky public school. EPSB’s Valid Course code list includes course options for courses with embedded Earth/Space Science.
26. SOCIAL STUDIES: Can AP European History count as the world civilizations requirement in the graduation requirements?

a. AP European History can only count as the world civilizations requirement if the content related to non-western cultures is included in the curriculum.
27. WORLD LANGUAGES: How does the pre-college curriculum differ from the minimum graduation requirements with regard to world languages?

a. Precollege curriculum requires 2 units of a world language or competency equivalent. There is no world language graduation requirement. Hence, students who graduate are not necessarily college ready.
