   8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus – Ms. Penn

Instructor:  
      Ms. Reminence Penn       
Email:
   
rnpenn@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Planning Period:   8:20-9:55am

Telephone #:
336-703-6732



Room #:
      005

DESCRIPTION:

Welcome to 8th Grade Language Arts! This course is designed to be challenging, rewarding, and a most memorable experience.  The primary objectives of this course are to produce students who are competent readers, skilled researchers, talented writers, dynamic speakers, and 21st century learners that are capable of using various modes of technology.

MATERIALS:

The materials required for this course are a Prentice Hall Literature book that will not be allowed out of the classroom, a 3 ring binder for an interactive notebook, index cards, hand held pencil sharpener, lined notebook paper, crayons, magic markers, pencils, blue and black ink pens. 
COURSE OUTLINE:
Topics to be addressed in this course include the following:
Quarter I

· School rules, policies, & procedures
· Main Idea / Summarizing


· Literary Elements (character & conflict)
· Point of View / Drawing Conclusion / Comparing &  Contrasting
· Writing Workshop (narrative writing & grammar)
· Novel “Tangerine

Quarter II

· Inferences / Predicting
· Author’s Craft ( understanding words, word choice, connecting ideas)
· Informational Research 
· Continue Reading Novel “Tangerine”

Quarter III

· Novel “A Summer of Kings”

· Argument Research

Quarter IV

· Novel “The Wave”
· Poetry

· Figurative Language
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CLASS PERCENTAGES

Exams

20%

Quizzes
20%


Projects
25%

Homework
15%

Participation
10%

Notebook
10%
CLASS POLICIES & PROCEDURES:
Homeroom
8:10-8:15am 
All students must be seated by 8:05am.  All students will honor the WSPA policy of remaining quiet during the moment of silence, standing and reciting the pledge of allegiance, WSPA vision and mission statement.  Students will be seated and quiet during the announcements.  WSPA does acknowledge and respect diverse religious practices but require students to follow procedure during this time while honoring their religious practices. 
Classroom Rules:

Refrain from

1. Bringing electronic devices into the classroom (excluding cell phone)

2. Eating & drinking within class

3. Interrupting others when speaking

4. Leaving seat w/o permission

5. Always respect self, others, & property
Reward
1. Student of the month (recipient will receive $10 gift card)

2. Celebratory Field Trip once a quarter 

Consequences:

First Offense

Verbal Warning utilizing Student Handbook as reference
Second Offense
Parent contact & student conference silent lunch & Behavior Improvement Agreement
Third Offense
Afterschool detention
Fourth Offense 
Student will receive a disciplinary referral (D1)



Severe Disruptions
Student immediately sent to the office -parent contact & disciplinary referral
Unexcused Tardies
Students will serve an automatic silent lunch & parent contact will be made



Consistent tardies will result in a disciplinary referral (D1)
Attendance:

Students are expected to be on time for class, however if a student is late he/she is expected to have a written note or an arranged phone call from the source stating whereabouts.  All tardies will be documented from ALL core classes on a daily basis and tardy students must sign in daily documenting the date,  name, and time entered class. The following actions will be taken:

1. After ONE (1) cumulative tardy in one or more class   = 
parent contact/silent lunch
2. After THREE (3) cumulative tardies in one or more class       = 
after school detention
3. After FIVE (5) cumulative tardies in one or more class   =
 D1

4. Note: TEN (10) tardies in the same class = ONE (1) absence
8th Grade Rotational Schedule
Homeroom
8:10-8:15


Encore 1

8:15-9:06

Encore 2

9:09-9:53



3rd Period

9:56-11:04
4th Period

11:07-12:22
           LUNCH  12:25-1:55

5th Period

12:58-2:01
6th Period

2:04-3:05
Homework Policy- Late Assignments/Absences:  Students will refer to the Student Handbook
In the event of an absence, all missed work must be completed.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed during any and all absences.  The student must meet with the instructor upon returning to school to discuss makeup work.

