Teacher: Andrew Tait 

Senior English 2015-16, River City High School, Rm 310

atait@wusd.k12.ca.us (916) 375-7800 x2310

Expository Reading and Writing (ERWC) Course Syllabus

Overview


Exposition can be defined as “writing or speaking that explains.” This course, referred to as ERWC, will explore the art of exposition as it is used to illustrate, define and understand the world we live in. Through interacting with different kinds of expository text, students will prepare for success beyond high school. Unlike other English classes offered at RCHS, this course will not delve so much into literature (although we will read one of Shakespeare’s plays, Hamlet; a contemporary novel, Into the Wild; and a piece of classic literature in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World). Instead, the focus will be on both “real world” and academic nonfiction text, such as essays, newspaper and magazine articles, biographies and other public documents. 

As well as learning to write in a variety of styles, students will also work to improve their critical reading skills.


The course is aligned with the California Common Core Standards for English Language Arts. It is largely composed of work done by California State University professors and is approved as 12th grade English class that satisfies UC A-G requirements. 


All students will be required to complete the Community Service Project as outlined by the Washington Unified School Board policy.

Reading, Grammar, In-Class Handout Policy

All reading assignments and handouts will be provided to students in the form of a physical copy. Aside from the previously mentioned play or novels, all assignments can be found on Mr. Tait’s School Loop website in the form of links to pertinent websites or word documents for downloading purposes. The grammar component will come largely from the 12th Grade Holt Grammar book that students will check out through the library. Students will also be required to have a fictional work at all times approved by Mr. Tait.
Daily Classroom Procedures

*Be respectful to all people and property

*Refrain from disruptive language

*Come to class prepared with all materials

*Come into class quietly

Tutoring- TBA
	Unit/Focus 
	Writing Assignment

	Reading: Into the Wild (see ancillary handouts)
Grammar:rudimentary parts of speech, fragments/run-ons, prepositional phrases
	Position Paper-Explore nomadic lifestyles and possible rational with a life on the road existence.

	What is the difference between house and a home? What makes for a good society/community?

Brave New World
Grammar: independent & subordinate clauses, conjunctions 
	Exploration of West Sacramento using City Plans,  on-line resources
Position Paper-Using quotes effectively

Focus: What makes for a good community?

	Hamlet/Value of Life
Grammar: direct and indirect objects, active and passive verbs
	Process Paper—Definition Essay

Focus:What makes life worth living?

Puppet Show (Group Work)

	Juvenile Justice
Grammar/Mechanics: ambiguity, word choice, comma and semicolon usage
	Process Paper—Persuasive Essay

Focus:Should a juvenile be tried as an adult?

	Good Food/Bad Food
Grammar/Mechanics: effective pronoun usage, ambiguity
	Research Project
Focus:What are we consuming? In depth analysis of our food supplies and the fast food industry

	What’s Next? Life After High School
Grammar: transitive, intransitive and linking verbs (active vs passive)


	In-Class Essay w/ Revision

Focus:What is life after high school going to be like? Am I prepared? What can I do with the time I have left?

	Technology/Ethics

Grammar: adjective/adverb/noun clauses, review previous concepts
	Op-Ed Article

Focus: Is technology always beneficial?


General Policies 


Students can plan on approximately 2 hrs of homework each week. This can come in the form of extracurricular reading, essays, grammar assignments or the accumulation of materials for the next day’s class. All assignments are graded on a total point system and grades are calculated on a percentage of total points earned. Assignments are generally given a value directly related to the time invested by the student. In other words, the longer or more time consuming an assignment, the more value it receives.   
Unacceptable or subpar work will not be tolerated and includes but is not limited to the following: messy or illegible writing, incorrect or missing headings, no name papers, and torn papers. Unacceptable work will be, in most cases, recycled without warning.

All formal essays must be typed and submitted on turnitin.com.  These essays constitute a large part of each student’s overall grade. Topics and rubrics will be handed out at least one week in advance. Papers turned in late will be penalized 5% for each day past the due date. No work of any kind will be accepted more than 1 week past its due date.
After-school tutoring will be offered as requested. I can be flexible with advance notice. Generally, I remain at school for at least 30 minutes after the final bell. 


Behavior expectations include all rules of common sense.  Respect for the teacher and the sanctity of the classroom is expected at all times.  There is one restroom pass and it must be signed-out/in by one student at a time. Use of the restroom is strictly restricted to times when the teacher is not giving direct instruction.
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