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Mrs. Keech
Phone:  223-2386 Ext. 4420
E-mail: kkeech@abbotsford.k12.wi.us
Course Objective:

To familiarize you with the different ways of communicating ideas, feelings, and emotions by using the language arts (reading, writing, listening, and speaking).

General Guidelines:

1. Attendance is important and necessary for the understanding and appreciation of class material.  Try to be here.   You are an important asset to our class!  If you are absent, YOU are responsible for making up your work and getting the needed materials.  You are allowed two days for each day of an excused absence.  When you miss school, you are still expected to do all the work in your journals, workbooks, etc.  My classroom policy on absence is the following:

a. Show me your red slip from the office.

b. Check the absent binder on the table for the day’s agenda and any handouts you missed.
c. Schedule a time to make up any quizzes or tests.  
d. Journal entries are listed by date, title, and description.
e. Ask questions if you are still not sure.
We do group work in this class, so if you know you are going to be absent when a group project is due, please make sure your group members have the project so they can proceed without you. 

2. When turning in missing or absent work, please place the assignment/s in your class section tray on the table. 
3. If your name is not on an assignment or test, it will be placed on the dry-erase board to be claimed.  A zero will appear in the computer until it is turned in with a name on it. You will get full credit for the assignment or test once it is claimed.  Please put your name on the missing paper and put it in your class section tray.
4. All finished workbooks, journals, and assignments can be kept in the classroom.  If you are not finished with the work, you must take it home.  Make sure for each class period, you have a pencil or pen, a notebook, and a book to read.  

5. Cheating will not be tolerated!  If caught cheating on an assignment or test, you will need to see me during FIT so we can collectively come up with a solution that will be satisfactory, and you will call a parent to explain. 
6. Extra Credit is offered periodically throughout the year.  This does not take the place of getting your assigned work done.  
7. All assignments need to be written in complete sentences unless informed otherwise.  Points will be deducted if this is not done.  
8.
Grading Scale:


A
93-100

B-
80-82

D+
67-69

A- 90-92

C+
77-79

D
63-66

B+
87-89

C
73-76

D-
60-62

B
83-86

C-
70-72

F
0-59

9.
Classroom Rules

1. Upon arrival, the first person from your table that enters class should get all group materials from the counter, be seated, and begin working on the welcome work before the bell rings
2. Come prepared with supplies
3. Respect your classmates’ property and the property of the school

4. Respect each other’s opinions and differences
REMEMBER, EVERYONE HAS A RIGHT TO LEARN!
Course Information:
1. Welcome work will be on the white board when you walk in to my classroom.  For sixth grade it is usually DOL and vocabulary work.  It is expected that you will get to work on this right away and as a class we will go through it together.  You will be tested on this material.
2. Journal writing will be done periodically so please have journals with you each day.  I do not grade these on grammar; I grade these on content and creativity.  I want you to elaborate and give me detailed entries.  Journals may be kept in the classroom.  Each entry is worth 5 points and is graded two times per quarter.
3. MAP testing will be done again this year to measure students’ progress in the areas of math, reading, and language arts.  This will be done in the fall, winter, and spring.  The goal is to see continued growth.
4. You will be expected to reach an AR goal each quarter.  This goal will be differentiated based on your reading MAP score. First quarter’s goal will be based on your MAP score from last spring.
The curriculum that is used in middle school is called The Reader’s Journey.  A workbook consisting of six units will be covered throughout the year. In this workbook you will be learning reading strategies and reading short stories, poems, and plays.  Along with your workbooks, novels will be read to enhance what is being learned in your workbook.  Some novels will be taught as a whole-classroom approach.  The first novel of the year will be taught in this manner.  Literature circles will also be used where three to five students will be reading the same book based on reading levels. You will be expected to have a novel at all times.  

The Reader’s Journey series is set up in this manner:
Unit 1
“How do we decide what is true?”
Genre focus:  Fiction and nonfiction
Students will be reading The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin as a whole classroom novel. Students will also be reading Newbery award-winning novels in small groups.
Writing components: Autobiographical narrative and news report

Unit 2  “Is conflict always bad?”

Genre focus:  The novel
Students will be reading a whole classroom novel The Giver by Lois Lowry
Writing components:  Compare and contrast essay and short story

Unit 3  “What is important to know?”
Genre focus:  Types of nonfiction
Students will be reading a nonfiction book in small groups based on their reading level
Writing components:  How-to essay and persuasive essay

Unit 4  “Do we need words to communicate well?”
Genre focus:  Poetry and prose
Students will be reading fiction novels based on their reading level.
Writing components:  Descriptive essay and narrative poem

Unit 5  “How do we decide who we are?”

Genre focus:  Drama
Students will be reading plays and acting them out.
Writing components:  Writing for assessment and cause-and-effect essay

Unit 6  “How much do our communities shape us?”
   Genre focus:  The research process
Students will be reading Where the Red Fern Grows and Summer of the Monkeys, both by Roal Dahl.
Writing components:  Business letter and multimedia presentation

My lesson plans are posted on the school website.  This will give you an idea of what is taking place in my classroom each week.  They are always subject to change as I adjust my lessons each day.  Please make sure that if you are struggling in any way, have questions, concerns, please do not hesitate to stop in and talk to me about it.  I have an open-door policy.  That goes for students and parents.  I will be supervising the after-school program again this year, so I am available for those that need help during that time as well.  We have a busy year ahead of us!
Please have your parents read this information and sign saying they have read through it.  Thank you.
Mrs. Keech
About Mrs. Keech-- I am a graduate of Abbotsford High School.  I then went to UW-Eau Claire where I earned my bachelor’s and master’s degree in education.  I have been teaching in the Abbotsford School District for 24 years.  I just moved to Abbotsford again after living in Owen for 15 years.  I recently got married so I was Ms. Falteisek, now Mrs. Keech.  My four children are now attending Abbotsford School District.  Kallie is a junior, Jayden is a sophomore, Ty is an eighth grader and of course Sydney is now in your grade.  I enjoy golfing, baking, walking, watching the Packers, and attending many sporting events including my kids’ activities.   I am very excited and looking forward to the 2017-2018 school year.  I hope that together we make this a successful and enjoyable year.
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