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 What is PARCC?
Partnership for
Assessment of
Readiness for
College and
Careers

•PARCC is a mandated assessment by both the state and 
federal government 
•PARCC is developed to measure student achievement in 
English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy and Mathematics based
on New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) for 
grades 3-8 and high school.
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PARCC & 
ACCOMMODATIONS

What if my child has special needs? How does the test 
account for that?

• The PARCC tests can be taken by all students, except 
those with severe cognitive disabilities. The test has 
accommodations and supports that are built in for 
students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
or 504 Plan. Accommodations include digital scratch 
paper, Braille, closed captioning, and others.. 
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ACCESSING PARCC SAMPLE 
QUESTIONS BY PARENTS & 

STUDENTS

. 

• There are resources available to give students the 
opportunity to practice on computers in class. This 
includes taking PARCC practice tests, so they can become
familiar with the tools, including calculators and 
highlighters, and the different types of  questions, like 
creating a graph, typing answers in a box, etc. To see a 
practice test, visit 
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests
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ACCESSING PARCC SAMPLE 
QUESTIONS BY PARENTS & 

STUDENTS

• There are also tutorials available to walk students 
through the different types of  test items and guide 
them through the use of  the computer based tools, 
including dragging and dropping, graphing and 
equation construction. To see the tutorial, visit 
http://epat-parcc.testnav.com/client/index.html#login? 
username=PCTutorial&password=Tutorial. 

http://epat-parcc.testnav.com/client/index.html#login


6

GUIDE TO STUDENTS’ PARCC 
RESULTS

• Test results include a breakdown of  the student’s 
performance in categories within each subject. 

• The results provide clarity on where the student needs 
additional practice or to be challenged by going deeper into
a subject. 

• The test results are used to guide a discussion with the 
student’s teacher(s) about additional supports or challenges
that may be needed in class, as well as other ways to 
support the student at home. 
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GUIDE TO STUDENTS’PARCC 
RESULTS

• Use student’s individual scores to find resources that 
will match his or her areas of  strength and areas for 
improvement.. 

• To find resources in every category and at every grade 
level, visit http://bealearninghero.org/skill-builder or 
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/testguide/. 
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS

 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Literary Analysis Task
•Read 2 stories 

•    Answer multiple choice questions
        . Reading Comprehension
        . Vocabulary

•   Write essay based on stories  
     read           
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GRADE 3 ELA
Literary Analysis Task
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GRADE 8 ELA
Literary Analysis Task
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GRADE 11 ELA
Literary Analysis Task
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS

• Grade 3
       . 2 articles or digital source

• Grade 4-11
      . 3 articles or digital source

• Answer multiple choice questions
       . Reading comprehension
       . Vocabulary

• Write essay based on articles/ source 

Research Simulation Task
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 GRADE 4 ELA
Research Simulation Task
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 GRADE 7 ELA
Research Simulation Task



15

 GRADE 10 ELA
Research Simulation Task
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 SAMPLE TEST ITEMS

Narrative Writing Task

• 1 story

•  Answer multiple choice questions  

     . Reading Comprehension

     . Vocabulary 

•Write a narrative story
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GRADE 5 ELA
Narrative Writing Task
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GRADE 6 ELA
Narrative Writing Task
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GRADE 9 ELA
Narrative Writing Task
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 PARCC  ELA Parent Information

•Encourage children to read
•Read all types of  texts

      . Stories
 . Newspapers
 . Magazines
 . Biographies
 . Science/ History 
•Talk with your children about what they read
•Ask your children questions about what they are reading
•Practice computer skills
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PARCC MATH TASK TYPES

•Balance of  conceptual understanding, fluency, and application

•Machine scored including innovative, computer-based formats
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PARCC Assessment Design - Math

•Math Reference Sheet Given

•Scrap paper & pencils allowed

•PARCC will still have a Non-Calculator Section where no 
calculator is permitted except for students with IEP/504 who will 
need a handheld calculator. 

•For the calculator section, the following is available online 

       . Grades 6-7: Four Function Calculator

       .  Grade 8: Scientific Calculator

       .  Algebra and Geometry: Graphing Calculator
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 PARCC MATH TASK TYPES

• Each task calls for written 
arguments / justifications, 
critique of  reasoning, or 
precision in mathematical 
statements

• Each task calls for 
Modeling/Application in a 
real-world context or 
scenario
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS - Mathematics
Grade 4 Math- Modeling & Reasoning
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS - Mathematics
 Grade 5 Math- Modeling 
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS - Mathematics
 Grade 6 Math- Conceptual Understanding 
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS - Mathematics
Grade 7 Math- Reasoning
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS - Mathematics
 Grade 8 Math- Modeling
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS – Mathematics 
PARCC Algebra – Non-Calculator Part – Conceptual Understanding
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 PARCC Algebra – Calculator Part – Conceptual 
Understanding
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  Geometry Calculator Part – Conceptual Understanding, 
Modeling, & Reasoning
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  Algebra 2 - Reasoning Open ended
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PARCC Mathematics Parent Information 

•Practice adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 

•Encourage your children to illustrate problems and explain 
their thinking in math

•Encourage your children to try more than once while 
solving problems, to build stamina and develop their critical 
thinking skills

•Ask your children to think of  different ways they can solve 
problems
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Assessments Resources

Resource

PARCC Parent Page

PARCC Practice Tests

PARCC Blueprints/ Test Specifications

NJ PTA Parent Guide to Assessments in NJ

NJEA Article

NJDOE Assessments Page (including answers 
to questions assessment)

Link

http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents

http://practice.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-test

http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-blueprints-test-specs

http://www.njpta.org/PTA%20New%20Jersey%20Assessme
nt%20Guide.pdf

http://njea.org/news-and-publications/njea-review/january-
2014/parcc

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/

PARCC Accessibility Features & 
Accommodations Manual

www.nj.gov/education/specialed/resources/AFAManual.pdf
Parcc.pearson.com/manuals/

http://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/resources/AFAManual.pdf

