2013-2014 Advanced English 10 Syllabus

Mr. Haefer, Room EE 13
Phone: 951-894-5750 Ext. 6503
E-mail: rhaefer@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Course Description:

Welcome to advanced English 10. This course is an accelerated high school English course designed for the college-bound student with the expectation of not only meeting, but exceeding state and district standards in English Language Arts. Furthermore, the fundamental premise of this course is to prepare students for advanced placement English (AP) in the eleventh grade. That does not mean that every student taking this course will automatically move on into AP English in their junior year; however, my goal is to ensure that students who qualify for AP are fully prepared to meet the challenge.

 Advanced English 10 is a rigorous course that emphasizes further development in the areas of reading, writing, listening and speaking within a curriculum that adheres to California Content Standards for English Language Arts. Students will be exposed to a variety of literary genres, including poetry, drama, short stories, novels and non-fiction texts. Students will be expected to read and comprehend grade-level-appropriate texts, and compose oral and written literary responses to historically and culturally significant works of literature. In addition, students will be expected to write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective, tightly-reasoned argument, awareness of audience and purpose, and a command of English conventions. The following information gives you a general overview of the areas of study for the year.
Core Literature:
 Animal Farm – George Orwell (fiction) Sept.-- Oct.

Night  -- Elie Wiesel (nonfiction) Nov. –  Dec.
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck (fiction) Feb. – March, 2013
A Midsummer Night’s Dream – William Shakespeare (drama) April - May
Glencoe Literature Textbook: (short stories)
“Everyday Use” – Alice Walker  (Pg. 7)

“The Censors” – Luisa Valenzuela  (Pg. 218)

“Two Kinds” – Amy Tan (Pg. 48)

“The Monkey’s Paw” – William Wymark Jacobs (Pg. 173)

“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket” – Jack Finney (Pg. 199)

“A Sound of Thunder” – Ray Bradbury (Pg. 316)
“The Masque of the Red Death” – Edgar Allen Poe (Pg. 389)

Independent Reading (SSR):  In addition to reading short stories and core novels, students read three (3) novels per year as independent reading. These novels should be purchased by the students, and reading will be done in class (SSR), and as homework. Students who purchase their SSR book will be given 10 extra credit points per semester. Grading for independent reading is compiled as follows:                                          
SSR Grading:
 (1) Students will earn five points per day for being present on reading days, having your book with you, and reading quietly during designated SSR time. Usually, this comes out to 90 points per reading round, and each reading round is approximately six weeks.
 (2) Annotation checks will be conducted in class approximately every two weeks over a portion of the novel. Each novel is divided into three sections, and each annotation check is worth 30 possible points. Annotation grades are based on students keeping up with the designated reading portions, insightful analysis, active reading strategies (ARS), literary inferences, and chapter summaries. Quality notes are the key to annotation success!
 (3) Book Talks will be conducted prior to each annotation check (3 checks), and students will compile one page (front and back) of notes that will be turned in for a grade. Each set of Book Talk notes is worth 20 points, and notes are due at the beginning of the class which follows each book talk session. (No late notes will be accepted!)
 (4) Final Novel Test(s) will be given at the end of each SSR round. Each multiple choice test is worth 100 points.
 Except for The Book Thief, students choose the order they want to read these novels. The choices are:
Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe
Joy Luck Club – Amy Tan
All Quiet on the Western Front – Erich Maria Remarque
The Book Thief – Markus Zusak 
*(All students read this as the second novel in the fall, 2013). Please note this!
Writing Modes: Multi-paragraph writing is a large component of advanced English. In this class, students will engage in journal writing, non-fiction analytical responses to newspaper and magazine articles, on-demand timed essays, and process papers that require drafting and revision. The research project is a process paper which will begin in the fall, and carry over to the spring semester. In this class, students will be expected to become proficient in all aspects of Modern Language Association (MLA) customs for the documentation, recording and writing of research. Writing modes will include narrative, expository, response to literature, and persuasive modes of composition. 
________________________________________________________________
Vocabulary – Research shows that as students build both oral and print vocabulary knowledge, they increase their comprehension skills and their ability to read strategically. In this class, vocabulary homework will include the weekly study of contextual vocabulary development, emphasizing Greek and Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes. The advanced English 10 vocabulary is arranged in bi-weekly units. For each vocabulary unit, students earn points by writing well-developed sentences, completing unit worksheets, and taking bi-weekly quizzes and unit tests.  
_________________________________________________________________

Grammar – Grammar, usage, and mechanics are an important component of advanced English studies. In this class, homework will include grammar exercises taken from the Glencoe Grammar and Composition Handbook and Daily Oral Language units. 
__________________________________________________________________

Homework: Homework is relevant and directly related to the advanced English 10 course objectives. While I don’t assign homework for “homework’s sake,” you will find that studying outside of class time is essential to your success in this class. Please refer to the VMHS Student Handbook for specific homework policy. Please remember that I do not accept late homework. We will go over the specifics of absences, homework and make-up policies in a separate handout.
Grading:
Participation  = 10 % (includes attendance, volunteer reading, and Socratic discussions)

                               Homework = 15 % (includes annotations, vocabulary, and grammar)
       Writing = 30 % (includes journals, literature logs, essays)                        
 Quizzes and Tests = 25 % (includes all reading quizzes, vocabulary  quizzes, and unit tests)

 Note-taking = 10 % (includes lectures, literary notes, research   notes, grammar and vocabulary notes, class rules, and notebook organization)
Semester Final Exam = 10 % (includes end-of-semester and end-of-year exams)
 With regard to grades, I post electronic grades on Gradebook at the 6-week progress mark, and at the 12-week progress mark. I also want to establish strong lines of communication with all of you. My planning time is period 7, and I am available for discussion with you and your parents via e-mail and voice mail on a daily basis. Furthermore, if you need help or clarification on any topic throughout the year, please come see me before school, during second lunch, or after school. It’s going to be a great year.
