Welcome to Kindergarten

Welcome to Loudoun County Public Schools! Your child is about to begin a new adventure.
Beginning kindergarten is an exciting time for your family, and we look forward to our part
in the adventure. The kindergarten program provides a period of transition for the five-year-
old child between informal learning in the home or preschool and the more formal learning
offered by the elementary schools. A primary focus is providing instruction to each student
at his/her stage of development. This is accomplished by integrating the skills and
understanding of all subject areas and by providing for differentiated instruction, based on
the needs of the students. Many manipulative and hands-on experiences are included in the
program to ensure that it is developmentally consistent with the way in which five-year-olds
learn best. The kindergarten teacher works with each child based on his or her needs.
Working together, we will continue to nurture your child’s curiosity and natural wonder for
the world and all of its opportunities. You may anticipate a year of great wonder,
enthusiasm, and engagement as your child meets new friends and enjoys a wide variety of
learning experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

When Can My Child Go To Kindergarten?

According to the Code of Virginia (22.1-1), Children who reach their fifth birthday on or
before

September 30 may enter kindergarten in that year. Children whose birthdays fall after
September 30 enter kindergarten the following year.

Does My Child Have To Go To Kindergarten?

Under the compulsory attendance laws of Virginia, a child whose fifth birthday falls on or
before September 30 of a given year must be enrolled in school for that school

year. However, a child's attendance may be delayed for one year if, in the opinion of the
parent or guardian, the child is not mentally, physically, or emotionally prepared to attend
school. You must inform the Department of Pupil Services, Pupil Services
Coordinator, in writing if you decide not to register your child. A letter may be sent to
Tamara Christman, Pupil Services Coordinator, Loudoun County Public Schools, 21000
Education Court, Ashburn, Virginia 20148.




Can my child go to first grade instead of kindergarten?

A child who is 5 by September 30 will be placed in first grade without a trial placement if
s/he was enrolled in and has successfully completed a kindergarten program in a non-
public school recognized as participating in the accreditation program under the auspices
of the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE). Parents must provide evidence
(report card or transcript) that indicates that the child has successfully completed the
kindergarten program at the non-public school.

A child who is 5 by September 30 will be placed in first grade without a trial placement if
s/he was enrolled in and has successfully completed a kindergarten program in a Distance
Education School participating in the accreditation program under the auspices of

the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE). Parents must provide evidence
(report card or transcript) that indicates that the child has successfully completed the
kindergarten program at the distance Education School.

The list below is for Loudoun County only. There are a number of private schools in
other Virginia counties that are accredited by the VCPE. If you wish to view the entire
VCPE list, please go to http://www.vcpe.org/ or contact the Office of Elementary Education.

VCPE Accredited Kindergartens in Loudoun County:
. Bean Tree Learning—Ashburn

. The Boyd School—Aldie

. The Boyd School—Broadlands

. The Boyd School—Sterling

. Chesterbrook—Sterling

. County Christian School (formerly Christian Faith & Fellowship School)—Ashburn
. The Goddard School, Research Place—Ashburn

. The Goddard School—Leesburg

. The Hill School—Middleburg

. Loudoun Country Day School—Leesburg

. Open Arms Christian Child—Ashburn

. Open Door Learning Center—Leesburg

. Our Lady of Hope Catholic School—Potomac Falls

. Primrose School at Moorefield Station—Ashburn

. Primrose School of Ashburn—Ashburn

. St. Theresa’s School—Ashburn

. Virginia Academy—Ashburn
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VCPE Accredited Distance Education Schools K-12
. Griggs International Academy—Berrien Springs, MI

. International Connections Academy—Baltimore, MD
. K-12 International Academy—Herndon, VA

. Laurel Springs School—West Chester, PA

. Seton Home Study School, Inc.—Front Royal, VA

. Southeast Academy—Saltville, VA
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Note: Some Distance Education Schools provide instruction on-line, while others provide
curriculum or materials sent to parents. You must have evidence from the Distance
Education School that the child has successfully completed the kindergarten program.


http://www.vcpe.org/

All other children of kindergarten age whose parents request first grade placement may be
placed in the first grade ONLY after appropriate observation and evaluation.
Evaluation of the student will not occur prior to the end of the current school year. The
principal may choose to do an evaluation during the summer or may choose to place the
child in kindergarten to observe and evaluate prior to making the decision regarding grade
placement. The final grade placement must be made no later than the student’s first month
of school.

Parents should make the request to their child's principal and understand that the final
decision on grade placement rests with the principal.

Can a child who was enrolled in public kindergarten in another state enter
kindergarten in Loudoun County?

If the child was not 5 by September 30 of the school year, he or she may not enter

school. The code of Virginia (22.1-1) defines a person of school age as being 5 by
September 30. If the child was 5 by September 30 of the school year, he or she may enter
school. Active Duty Military families, please contact the Office of Elementary Education for
additional information.

Where Do I Register?

All elementary schools will have a county designated day to register students in their
attendance zone only. If there are questions about attendance zones, go

to www.lcps.org. At the top of the web page, you will see a check mark with the caption
"School Attendance Boundaries." This link will take you to LABEL, our system used to
determine your school boundary site. If you have questions about LABEL, you may contact
the Department of Planning and Legislative Services at 571-252-1050.

What Are the Hours For The Kindergarten Program?

Loudoun County Public Schools provides a half-day kindergarten program. Children attend
school for a three hour session that is in the morning or afternoon. The morning session is
from 7:50 - 10:50 a.m. The afternoon session is from 11:35 - 2:35 p.m.

Do you have full-day kindergarten?

Loudoun County Public Schools offers a full-day program to students who are currently
enrolled in our preschool programs: Head Start, STEP, or Early Childhood Special Education
(ECSE) and live in a geographical area that we serve. The plan to expand full day
kindergarten in the county would be made by the School Board.

How do I know if my child will attend the morning or afternoon session?

The transportation department works with the schools to determine which session students
will attend. This information should be available in mid-August. Please contact your child's
school if you have questions.

What Do I Bring To Registration?

You must present the following information:
e Proof of Loudoun County primary residency
e Original birth certificate or notarized affidavit
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e Photo identification of the parent

e Legal/custody papers if needed

e Signed and completed registration form (available from the school or from our main

webpage, see below)

Additionally, all students must have Part I of the Health Information Section of the School
Entrance Physical Examination and Immunization Certification (MCH 213-F) completed
before they can enter school. It is not necessary to have a completed Physical form at the
time of registration. However, every child must have a completed Physical Examination form
and Immunization Certification completed before the first day of school.

Detailed information and forms, may be found on the main website for Loudoun
County Public Schools at www.lcps.org. Proceed to Quick Links, scroll down that
list (mid-way down on the right-hand side of the page) and click on Registration.

How Do I Learn About My Child's Progress?

Kindergarten teachers hold parent conferences during the first grading period of the school
year and thereafter, may request a parent conference at any time. A kindergarten report
card is issued four times during the year. Parents may request a conference with their
child's teacher at any time.

Is Transportation Provided?

Bus transportation is provided for children who live more than .8 miles from their
neighborhood school. Should the home or day care provider be within the school's walking
area, school bus transportation is only provided at mid-day to deliver A.M. kindergarten
students home or to transport P.M. kindergarten students to school. A list of bus routes is
available on the website for Loudoun County Public Schools - http://www.lcps.org. Any
changes to your child's daily schedule must be reported to the school. Parents must walk
their young children to and from the bus stop or arrange for someone else to do so.

How Large Are The Classes?

Each class has a maximum of 25 students. A teacher's assistant is provided to classes of 14
students or more.

Child Care Resources

For information about before and after school programs, please contact your child's

school or access www.loudoun.gov . Select Services, and then Children's Services. The
Children's Services page contains Loudoun County government links to child care resources,
after school programs, and Parks & Recreation services.

Contact Information for Kindergarten

Michele Freeman, Supervisor
Office of Elementary Education
Michele.Freeman@lIcps.org
571-252-1290
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