
Presenter Notes

This guide will walk you through presenting the module. These are suggestions, so 
please use the materials as you see fit but with integrity to the module as developed.  
This professional development module includes PowerPoint slides, these presenter 
notes, and supporting materials.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:

• This is the 3rd in a series of Full-Day 
Kindergarten Professional Development 
Modules

• The content is designed to be delivered in a 
6.5 hour training.

• Suggestions for other timeframes(either 
shorter or longer) are available. 

 

MATERIALS NEEDED:
• Presenter PowerPoint Slides
• LCD projector and speakers
• Handouts as indicated in Appendix A:
• Chart Paper/Markers
• Highlighters
• Chart for Group Norms
• Chart for Module Outcomes
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SLIDE 1:
TITLE SLIDE
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLIDE 3:  OPTIONAL SLIDE
LEARNING OUTCOMES
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SLIDE 4:
AGENDA
 
• Review the day’s agenda
• Provide brief overview
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SLIDE 2:
WELCOME

Introductions:
• Begin by giving participants background information 

on yourself.
• Find an efficient method of introducing participants. 

(Try to not spend a long time with this.)
• Review norms (Add a slide or create a poster. Use 

your professional judgment on which norms to 
include.)

Introduce Topic:
• Learning Outcomes (may want to make a chart that 

lists these)
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SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 1 – 5: 30 Minutes



SLIDE 6:
WHAT IS A LEARNING CENTER?

Activity:
• Participants will consider various definitions of a 

learning center and determine the 
commonalities within the definitions

• After reading the WA state legislation for full-day
kindergarten, groups will discuss how learning 
centers might meet the criteria outlined in the 
state statute.

• Need to be familiar with the RCW 28A.150.315 of
WA legislation

 
 
 

SLIDE 5:
LEARNING CENTERS

Quick Write
• Allow time for individual to think and write about

their own personal definition of a learning center
and why learning centers should be a central part
of a full-day kindergarten classroom.

• See Presenter Handout for information to 
emphasize. 

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 6 – 7 : 15 Minutes
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• Quick Write: Learning Centers What are They?
• What is a Learning Center Definition?
• Presenter Notes”** for presenter only

• What is a Learning Center Definition?
• WA Full-Day K Legislation



SLIDE 8 & 9:
WHY LEARNING CENTERS?

• Informational slides with background research 

 
 
 

SLIDE 7:
WHAT IS A LEARNING CENTER? 

Activity Wrap-up
•  Share the commonalities of the definition on the

slide.
• Ask for others they may have discussed
• Briefly discuss the connection to the WA state 

legislation.
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SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 8 – 17 : 40 Minutes



SLIDE 11:
WHY LEARNING CENTERS?

Speed Share
• Allow 15 mins
• protocol to share out benefits in a timely fashion.
• Each benefit is set up to transition in and out.
• If transitions are lost in download of ppt, then 

they will need to be added back.
• Meant to have about a 1 min share of each 

benefit.
• Set timer if needed 
 
 

SLIDE 10:
WHY LEARNING CENTERS?

Group Activity
• Allow 10 mins
• Participants will each take one or two benefits 

slips depending on size of group. 
• May want to do this as a partner activity 
• There are 15 strips.
• Strips should be cut out and put in a small 

manilla envelope.
• Print one copy of the Scholastic Article for the 

presenter to use as a reference.  
• The link to the article is included in Tips for 

Teachers resource.

Presenter Notes Learning Center Module

5

• Student Benefits to Learning Center Activity 
Strips

• Quick Write from earlier
• Scholastic Article, “Learning Centers, Part 1: Why

They’re Important.”-1 for trainer (Located in 
Resources)



SLIDE 12 – 15:
WHY LEARNING CENTERS?

Speed Share 
• Continue with rapid sharing of the student 

benefits to learning centers
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SLIDE 18:  OPTIONAL SLIDE
BREAK

Presenter Notes Learning Center Module

SLIDE 16 & 17:
WHY LEARNING CENTERS?

• Wrap-up
• Information taken from Sumner School District 

Kindergarten Guide
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SLIDE 20 & 21:
PLAY AS A VEHICLE FOR LEARNING IN 
KINDERGARTEN

• Continued
• Research Information
 
 
 

SLIDE 19:
PLAY AS A VEHICLE FOR LEARNING IN 
KINDERGARTEN

• Research Information

NOTE: This slide is to help make the
connection between play and the
“what” and the “why” of learning
centers... when play is used as a
powerful vehicle for Learning...making
connections to children’s interests
and to learning standards
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SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 19 – 27 : 30 Minutes



SLIDE 23:
THE TEACHER’S ROLE IN PLAY

• Ask the question, “So now that we know the 
importance of play in young children’s learning, 
what is our role as a teacher?”

• Review information provided on the slide.
• SUGGEST: that participants consider how the 

teacher’s role in play might be connected to TPEP
criteria. Record their thoughts on the 
TPEP/Learning Standards connections handout.

 
 
 

SLIDE 22:
PLAY AS A VEHICLE FOR LEARNING IN 
KINDERGARTEN

• Video clip 5:19 long
• Briefly Discuss afterwards
• Video source: 

http://www1.easternct.edu/cece/e-clip-
importance-of-play/ Eastern Connecticut State 
University Center for Early Childhood Education.

• Source link is include in slide notes in case the 
link is lost. 
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• Teacher’s Role in Play-1 copy for trainer only 
(Located in Resources)

• TPEP/Learning Standards Connections

NOTE: Please advise participants that a 
document called Teacher’s Role in Play 
will be listed as a resource on the Teacher 
Tips page. The trainer may want to make a
copy and read the article before the 
training.  It is included in the handouts.

http://www1.easternct.edu/cece/e-clip-importance-of-play/
http://www1.easternct.edu/cece/e-clip-importance-of-play/


SLIDE 25:
CONNECTION BETWEEN SELF-
REGULATION AND PLAY

• Research on executive function and self-regulation
• Informational 
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SLIDE 24:
CONNECTION BETWEEN SELF-
REGULATION AND PLAY

• Research on  executive function and play
• Informational  
 

 
 
 



SLIDE 27:
CONNECTION BETWEEN SELF-
REGULATION AND PLAY

• Video
• Begin video at 33:26 and watch until 39:35 
• Discuss briefly after watching
• Video from BC Ministry of Education Full Day
• Kindergarten Exemplar Videos (4 part series) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIAnjOlclog
Link is included on the Tips for Teacher Resource 
page

 
 
 

SLIDE 26:
CONNECTION BETWEEN SELF-
REGULATION AND PLAY

• Continued information on  self-regulation and 
play

• Informational  
• Make the connection between TPEP Criteria 5 

and have participants use handout for 
notetaking.

• SUGGEST: Participants to consider how self-
regulation and play might be connected to TPEP, 
in particular Criteria 5-Fostering and managing a 
safe, positive learning environment.
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• TPEP/Learning Standards Connections

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIAnjOlclog


SLIDE 29:
PLAN, DO, REVIEW

• Continued
• Informational

 
 
 

SLIDE 28:
PLAN, DO, REVIEW

• Informational
• Routines strategy suggested to use with children 

before, during, and after learning center time
• SUGGEST: that participants consider how 

engaging children in a Plan, Do, Review process 
on a daily basis might be connected to TPEP 
criteria. Record their thoughts on the 
TPEP/Learning Standards connections handout

• NOTE: Review plan is a great way to include 
Student Data (Criteria #6) for TPEP.

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 28 – 30 : 30 Minutes
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• TPEP/Learning Standards Connections

NOTE: Information adapted from NC 
Guide for the Early Years pages 74–75



SLIDE 31:
EXPLORING LEARNING CENTERS

Activity:
• Participants will split up into 10 small groups
• Share out.
• EMPHASIZE: participants should consider 

materials and organization briefly and FOCUS on 
Questions to Promote Thinking, What Children 
and Teachers Can Do, and Ways to Differentiate

• Make sure all have time to share
 
 
 

SLIDE 30:
PLAN, DO, REVIEW 

Activity
• Participants review the description and handout
• With their partner, participants discuss the points

from the slide
• Approximately 15 mins

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 31: 50 Minutes
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• Bellingham Plan Do Review Description

• Learning Center Exploration Recording Sheet 
• TPEP/Learning Standards Connections
• See Appendix A for the materials’ list for setting 

up centers

NOTE: Handout from Bellingham SD 
Kindergarten Guide titled Bellingham 
Plan Do Review Description   

NOTE:  You may want to assign one 
member/group to take notes 
electronically so you can easily send out
the information to all participants.



SLIDE 33:
LEARNING CENTERS

• Participants will watch a video clip on  learning 
centers from NJ Dept of Ed(Part 2) link below:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qe2qcsNO_Qs
• Video is 11:55 min long
• Can add notes from their work before lunch

Presenter Notes

SLIDE 34:
LEARNING CENTER SCENARIOS
 
• Work in same groups as before lunch
• Read center scenario
• Discuss points on slide
• Record thoughts on chart paper
• Divide chart into 3 sections-same as handout 
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SLIDE 32: OPTIONAL SLIDE
LUNCH
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SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 33 – 35: 75 Minutes

• Learning Center Scenario Recording Sheet
• Learning Center Scenarios

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qe2qcsNO_Qs


SLIDE 36: OPTIONAL SLIDE
BREAK

 
 

SLIDE 35:
SCENARIO GALLERY WALK

• Participants will walk through the gallery of 
center scenarios’ posters

• Additional thoughts will be added 
• Take Away notes will be recorded on handout
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• Learning Center Gallery Walk Take-Aways



SLIDE 38:
INTENTIONAL PLANNING AND 
TEACHING

• Informational slide
• Remind teachers to consider the implications to 

Learning Standards and for TPEP and add to their 
handout

 
 
 

SLIDE 37:
STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE USE OF 
LEARNING CENTERS

• Partner activity
• Need 4 partnerships (total of 8 people)
• Each work in one area(of 4) to learn about to 

learn effective strategies
• Add other ideas
• Share with table group 
• Each table will share each area

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 37 – 39: 30 Minutes
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• Strategies for Effective Centers

• TPEP/Learning Standards Connections

NOTE: Each partnership only needs 
handout pages for their area.  Tell 
participants complete handout will be 
on Tools for Teacher section



SLIDE 40:
DIFFERENTIATION

• General differentiation guidelines
• Informational slide

 
 
 

SLIDE 39:
INTENTIONAL PLANNING AND 
TEACHING

• Informational slide

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 40 – 41 : 30 Minutes
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SLIDE 42:
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE BLOCK 
CENTER?

• Wrap-up and reflection for learning centers
 
 
 

SLIDE 41:
DIFFERENTIATION 

Activity
• Participants should choose one of the categories 

and join that group.
• Please modify category names to meet the needs

of your participants, district.
• Then they choose one of the categories and join 

that group
• Discuss strategies and ways to modify for the 

specific category 
• Share out.
• EMPHASIZE: Participants need to think about 

how they can scaffold learning that takes place in
the learning activities used to meet the needs of 
all students.

SUGGESTED TIMEFRAME:
Slides 42 – 45: 30 Minutes
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• Differentiation Strategies for Learning Centers
• TPEP/Learning Standards connections



SLIDE 44:
CLOSING

• Bring session to a close by having them reflect on
the slide questions

 
 
 

SLIDE 43:
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE BLOCK 
CENTER?

• Wrap-up and reflection for learning centers
• Review the benefits of learning centers by 

focusing on what learning can occur in a block 
center
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• Learning Center Module Closing Reflection


