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         Kindergarten 
          November Newsletter

IT’S GETTING CHILLY OUTSIDE

Fall is here!  It is important for all children to be dressed appropriately for the cold weather.  We encourage independence and proficiency in kindergarten with the self-help skills listed below.  We appreciate your help.  Thanks!

· Putting on and taking off jackets
· Zipping, buttoning, snapping

· Tying shoes

· Managing own backpack and folder

· Taking care of bathroom needs

· Using and properly disposing of facial tissues.
**Also, please send in a weather appropriate change of clothing with your child to keep in their book bag in case of any clothing “emergencies”.   Thank you!!!
LITERACY NEWS
The kindergarten classes are in full force with guided reading groups.  Our goal is to have all students knowing their uppercase and lowercase letter names, consonant and vowel sounds, and our high-frequency sight words.  Mrs. Taylor, Ms. Anderson and Miss Mullikin have begun working with small groups of students on a daily basis for extra support in learning their letters and sounds.  All of the students in the class will receive daily reading instruction, both in large group and small groups and at centers.  Literacy activities are planned according to the instructional needs of the students.  Please reinforce all of the literacy skills daily, including the high-frequency sight words listed on the Unit Overview sheets that were previously sent home.  
THINGS WE ARE LEARNING
·   Following classroom rules and routines.

·   Learning Center Skills – staying on task, following directions, quiet voices, work cooperatively

· Fine Motor Skills – handwriting, cutting, pasting, coloring neatly, drawing, tracing

· Letter Naming Fluency – the number of randomly ordered uppercase and lowercase letters accurately named in one minute  (attached are 2 practice sheets for November)
· Identifying and producing beginning sounds in words

· Beginning to listen for ending sounds in words

· Segmenting and blending sounds in words (Example: dog = /d/ /o/ /g/)
· Counting the number of words in a sentence, number of syllables in a word, and number of sounds in a word
· Identifying rhyming words
· Recognizing, blending, and reading familiar words (cat, mom, dad)
· Reading nonsense words  (a practice sheet for November is attached)

· Reading color words
· Retelling a story- character and setting
· Writing simple sentences using a capital letter at the beginning, finger spaces between words, and punctuation at the end
· Identifying concepts of print (front and back cover, title, first word on the page, difference between words and spaces, tracking the text, etc.)

READING INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Keep reading on a daily basis and marking your “Blast Off Into Reading” student reading record paper accordingly.  Don’t forget to have your child bring his/her completed rocket paper to school to give to the classroom teacher.  Students who return their rocket papers each month get entered into a drawing to win a fee book!  Encourage the love of reading!
                MATH 
This month we will continue working on counting with one to one correspondence, writing numbers 0-10, and orally counting by 1’s to 111 and by 10’s to 100.  Kindergartners are also learning how to read the numbers from 0-25 when they are in random order.  This skill also teaches students place value.  Patterning, number words, simple addition and subtraction number stories, graphing, counting and comparing sets (more, fewer, same), comparing size, estimation, probability, identifying and describing shapes, sorting and classifying objects, and using ten frames are other math skills we will introduce and reinforce this month.   Math Home Links will continue to be sent home to provide reinforcement and practice at home.  They do not need to be returned.  
SOCIAL STUDIES and SCIENCE
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During the month of November, we will focus on the season of fall, hibernation, migration,  and Thanksgiving.  Social Studies and Science topics are also integrated into our reading program. 

           BOOK ORDERS

Accompanying this newsletter are November’s book orders.  The book orders are due Thursday, November 12th.  Please remember checks should be made payable to Scholastic or you can order online and pay by credit card.  The instructions for how to order Scholastic books are provided for you in our classroom handbook (yellow cover) that was given to you early in the year.  For reference, our class activation code for ordering online is HN8NM.
Books make excellent gifts for young children, so if you are purchasing some from the book orders as holiday gifts, please send a note or email to your child’s teacher so she knows not to send the books home with your child unwrapped.  

HOMEWORK
    * Math Home Links reinforce our math lessons.
    * Unit 2 Reading Street weekly homework sheets, which are sent home at the beginning of each week and are to be returned at the end of each week.
     In Kindergarten, homework assignments are designed to be a fun reinforcement of learning. The assignments also serve as an informal means for you as a parent to see how your child is doing. Typically homework assignments are NOT collected in Kindergarten. However, if there is something you or your child would like me to see, you may feel free to send it in to school. 










