Global History Review 
The Colonial Experience in Latin America



· Spain sent royal governors to rule the colonies in the king’s name

· Gold and silver from the Americans were shipped to Spain

· Conquered lands were often divided among soldiers

· Native Americans were used to farm the land and work the mines

· This system of forced “Indian” labor was called the encomienda system

· Many Native Americans died due to diseases brought by the conquerors like measles and smallpox

· Peninsulares were European-born nobles sent from Spain and Portugal to govern the colonies (most powerful class in colonial Latin America)

· Creoles were people born in the Americas of European parents (wealthy landowners but not assigned to the top political jobs)

· Mestizos were people of mixed European and Native American ancestry

· Native Americans worked under serf-like conditions

· Africans were enslaved

The Rise of Royal Power in Europe


· Religious wars that followed the Protestant Reformation provided European rulers with an opportunity build large standing armies and to increase their wealth through new taxes

· The growing middle classes in towns often allied with their king, who offered greater stability against the nobles

· Monarchs began to justify their increased power on the basis of divine right

· According to this theory, the king was God’s deputy on Earth

· The Englishman Thomas Hobbes wrote that kings were justified in assuming absolute power because only they could maintain order in a society

An Absolute Monarch – Louis XIV


· Absolutism refers to a monarch’s total control over his subjects
· Provided a model for other absolute monarchs
· Under his rule, the king’s command was law
· Critics who challenged the king were punished 
· To subdue the nobles, Louis built a large palace at Versailles
· Leading nobles were expected to spend most of the year at the royal court under the watchful eye of the king
· He demanded that Protestants convert to Catholicism or leave France
Peter the Great (1682-1725)


· Peter the Great was an absolute ruler of Russia, a tsar

· He turned Russia from a backward nation into a modern power by introducing Western ideas, culture, and technology

· He moved the capital of Russia from Moscow to St. Petersburg, a city he built on the Baltic coast so that Russia would have a “window on the West”

· He expanded Russian territory, gained much needed warm-water ports, and started a process of westernization

· His policies of expansion and Westernization were continued by Catherine the Great (tsarina from 1762-1796)

Limited Monarchy in England


· England’s monarchs never were able to secure absolute rule

· In 1215, English nobles forced King John to sign the Magna Carta, guaranteeing that Englishmen could not be fined or imprisoned except according to the laws of the land

· Parliament was established as a legislative body made up of nobles in the House of Lords and elected representatives in the House of Commons

· Parliament claimed the right to approve taxes

· The Puritan Revolution (1642-1660) and the Glorious Revolution (1688) established Parliament’s supremacy over the king

· The Bill of Rights of 1689 confirmed that English monarchs could not collect new taxes or raise an army without Parliament’s consent

· The philosopher, John Locke, believed that governments obtain their power from the people they govern not from God.

· According to Locke, the main purpose of government was to protect a people’s right to life, liberty, and property

· Locke’s writings greatly influenced the leaders of the American and French Revolutions

The Scientific Revolution


· The Scientific Revolution began during the Renaissance and continued through the 17th and 18th centuries
· It rejected traditional authority and church teachings in favor of a new scientific method

· Scientists observed nature, made hypotheses (educated guesses), and tested their hypotheses through experiments

· Sir Isaac Newton developed a theory to explain both the movements of planets and how objects fall on earth (the law of gravity)

· Copernicus, Galileo, Bacon, and Newton were important scientists

The Enlightenment


· The Enlightenment or the Age of Reason refers to an important movement in Europe during the 18th century

· Leading Enlightenment thinkers believed that by applying reason and scientific laws, people could better understand both nature and society

· They also hoped to apply these principles to improve society

· Enlightenment thinkers questioned the divine right of kings and the power of the Catholic Church

· Voltaire, an Enlightenment philosopher, encouraged religious toleration and intellectual freedom

· Montesquieu argued for separation of powers in government as a check against tyranny

· Rousseau believed that a government should express the “general will” of the people

· Adam Smith described how capitalism worked in his book, The Wealth of Nations
· Adam Smith argued in favor of laissez-faire or minimal government intervention in the market (“let them do as they please”)

· Enlightenment ideas influenced the American and French revolutions

· Enlightenment ideas even influenced absolute rulers like Catherine the Great

· Enlightened Despots were absolute rulers who tried to incorporate some Enlightenment principles in their governments without parting with their absolute power

The Ottoman Empire (1453-1918) 


· The Ottoman Turks were a people from Central Asia

· The Ottomans conquered Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, in 1453

· The Ottomans renamed the city Istanbul

· The Ottomans conquered present-day Syria, Egypt, and North Africa

· Under the leadership of Suleiman the Magnificent, the Ottoman Empire was the largest in the world and dominated the eastern Mediterranean Sea

· The Sultan was the all-powerful ruler of the Ottoman Empire

· The Ottomans recognized cultural diversity by allowing Jews and Christians the freedom to practice their religions and participate in government

· Ottoman control over the crossroads of trade promoted prosperity and stability

· However, by the First World War, the Ottoman Empire was experiencing decline 

· After allying the empire with Germany and Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire was divided among European imperialists at the defeat of the Central Powers and the end of World War I

The Qing (Manchu) Dynasty (1644-1912) 


· In 1644, the Manchus, from the northeast, invaded and conquered China

· The Manchu conquerors founded the Qing or Manchu Dynasty

· Qing rulers brought a period of peace and prosperity to China for the first 150 years of the dynasty

· However, European technology gradually surpassed China

· China’s isolation from the West and the imperial government’s resistance to change prevented China from keeping pace with Western advances in industry and science

· The changes along with discontent within China led to the Qing Dynasty becoming China’s last dynasty

The French Revolution


· French society was divided into three estates or classes (Clergy, Nobles, and Commoners)
· The bourgeoisie or middle class was the most important class of the Third Estate as the bourgeoisie grew wealthier, the resented the nobles’ special privileges 
· The Third Estate paid most of the taxes

· Inequality was a cause of the Revolution

· In addition, the monarch (Louis XVI) was an absolute monarch

· French kings had almost bankrupted France through war and borrowing

· It was decided to tax the nobles but the nobles insisted that the king summon an Estates General or the assembly where each of the classes was represented

· The Estates General met in May, 1789

· The leaders of the Third Estate declared themselves a National Assembly and when the king threatened to arrest them, Parisians seized a royal prison known as the Bastille
· To avoid civil war, the king allowed the National Assembly to exist

· In August, 1789 the National Assembly issued a Declaration of the Rights of Man, proclaiming that government rested on the consent of the people

· The privileges of the nobles and clergy were abolished

· “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity”

· Monarchs of other nations attacked France to preserve divine right

· Radicals gained control of France

· Maximilien Robespierre launched a Reign of Terror in 1793 to save the Revolution from foreign invasion and domestic protesters
· Many suspected traitors were sent to the guillotine

· Power shifted back to moderates when threat of foreign invasion passed and people tired of violence

· A very significant revolution because it challenged divine right theory, ended feudal restrictions, stood for democracy and social equality, and served as a model for other countries

Napoleon


· Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) came to power at the end of the French Revolution

· In 1799, Napoleon seized power in France and became a dictator

· Attempted to combine the social reforms of the Revolution with his absolute power

· Five years later, crowned himself emperor

· By 1805, defeated all of Europe except England

· Created a French empire covering much of Europe

· His ambition united Europe against him

· In 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia but was defeated by the cold Russian winter

· After defeat in Russia, the other European powers combined to overthrow him

· Foreign powers brought the old French royal family back in 1814

· Napoleon tried to recapture the French throne in 1815 but failed at the Battle of Waterloo

· Napoleon had ruled France for only fifteen years but had created stability with the Code Napoleon (a law code that ensured social equality, religious toleration, and trial by jury) and had spread the ideals of the French Revolution

· French rule encouraged the growth of nationalism

· Napoleon had weakened Spain and caused it to lose its colonial empire in Latin America

The Congress of Vienna


· After defeat of Napoleon, European ministers and rulers met at the Congress of Vienna
· To redraw the boundaries of Europe

· Restored many former rulers and borders

· Tried to restore the old order, to bring Europe back to the way it had been before the French Revolution

· Under the leadership of Austria’s Prince Metternich, sought to establish a balance of power

· A balance of power referred to a system in which the chief powers of Europe were roughly equal in military strength, so that no one single power could dominate the others

Nationalism


· Nationalism is the belief that each nationality (ethnic group) is entitled to its own government and homeland
· The French Revolution encouraged nationalism by spreading the idea that government should be based on the will of the people

· The representatives at the Congress of Vienna wanted to ignore or crush nationalistic feelings

· However, Greece and Belgium achieved independence by 1830
Latin American Independence


· Colonists resented restrictions that forbid them to trade with countries other than Spain or to manufacture their own goods

· The American and French Revolutions had spread the idea to Latin America that people were entitled to a government that protected their interests

· When Napoleon conquered Spain, Latin Americans were able to govern themselves

· When Napoleon was defeated in 1814, many Latin American colonies refused to return to Spanish rule, and demanded independence

· Toussaint L’Ouverture led an uprising of African slaves in 1791, forcing the French out of Haiti – making Haiti the first Latin American colony to gain independence

· Simon Bolivar defeated Spanish forces between 1819 and 1825, liberating Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia

· Jose de San Martin worked to liberate Argentina and Chile from Spanish rule in the years 1816 to 1818

· Miguel Hidalgo, a priest, began a rebellion against Spanish rule in Mexico in 1818, but the uprising failed.  Mexico later achieved its independence in 1821

Latin America after Independence


· Very few democratic governments were established in Latin America
· Dictatorships and unstable governments flourished throughout the 19th and early 20th century

· Land and wealth still remained in the hands of a small elite

· Several countries came under the rule of powerful military leaders known as caudillos

· Caudillos often came to power by force

The Industrial Revolution


· The Industrial Revolution introduced mass production and the use of new sources of energy 

· The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain in the 1750s and quickly spread to other parts of Europe and the United states

· Great Britain had many harbors, plentiful coal, good location for trade, raw materials from its colonial empire, a middle class with money for investment, and agricultural improvements that freed up  workers for factories

· Before the Industrial Revolution, the domestic system existed (workers worked at home)

· New inventions like the spinning jenny (1764) and James Watt’s improved steam engine (1769) led to the introduction of the factory system 

· Railroads were also built to help increase distribution of increased production

· Railroads also unified the economy of a country 

· Faster production led to decreased price of goods which in turn increased demand thereby encouraging factory owners to increase production

· Factory owners grew rich and more powerful but the conditions of the new working class worsened

· Early factories were unsafe places to work

· Long hours, low wages, unsafe working conditions, and child labor

· Urbanization occurred as the shift of work to factories led to large numbers of workers moving from the countryside to the cities

· Many cities were crowded and unsanitary
Laissez-faire Capitalism


· A new middle class of capitalists emerged

· Helped to develop the economic system known as laissez-faire capitalism

· The means of production were owned by people known as entrepreneurs

· Entrepreneurs organized, managed, and assumed responsibility for a business in hopes of making a profit

· Nineteenth-century governments followed a policy of laissez-faire 

· Laissez-faire meant that the government did not interfere in relations between workers and business owners

· Minimal intervention in the economy

· Supply and demand determine price

Reform Movements


· The problems created by the Industrial Revolution led to a call for social and political reform

· By the late 19th century, the misery of the working classes disturbed the consciences of the new middle class

· Also fear of working-class violence

· Workers organized into unions and threatened to strike if they did not obtain better conditions

· Laws were created to limit child and female labor, for shorter working hours, and ensure safer working conditions 

Karl Marx and Communism


· Two leading critics of the capitalist system were Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engels
· Their ideas were published in The Communist Manifesto (1848)
· Marx later wrote Das Kapital 

· Marx’s ideas became the basis of Communism (also known as Marxism)

· Marx believed that society is divided into conflicting social classes: the bourgeoisie (owners of the factories) and the proletariat (workers)

· Marx believed that the wealthy bourgeoisie exploit and oppress the workers

· According to Marx, a violent revolution would occur as workers became increasingly desperate

· According to Marx, after the revolution, a dictatorship of the proletariat would develop that would eventually wither away

· The government through the dictatorship would abolish private property and class struggles would end

· The government would own the means of production

· Economic equality would occur

The Unification of Italy (1859-1860)


· For centuries, Italy had consisted of a number of separate, smaller states

· Nationalists called for unification of Italy into a single country

· In 1852, Count Cavour became Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Piedmont and Sardinia

· Cavour drove the Austrians out of northern Italy in 1859

· To the south, the nationalist leader Giuseppe Garibaldi overthrew the king of Naples

· By 1860, Italy had become a united kingdom due to the efforts of nationalists

The Unification of Germany (1863-1871) 


· Like Italy, Germany consisted of a number of smaller states
· Prussia was the largest German state and it took the lead in uniting Germany

· Its Prime Minister, Otto von Bismarck, followed a policy of “blood and iron,” which combined skillful diplomacy and Prussian military power to achieve unification

· After a series of wars, Germany was unified in 1871

· The Prussian king became the Kaiser (emperor) of all Germany

The Great Famine


· In the 1600s, England conquered Ireland and English landlords took large estates there

· Irish nationalists later sought to restore independence

· In 1845-1847, the Irish potato crop, the main food for most peasants, was destroyed by a disease

· A million Irish died during the Great Famine, while others emigrated to America

The Rise of Russian Nationalism


· Tsar Alexander II listened to reformers and emancipated the serfs in 1861

· He was assassinated shortly afterwards

· Later Tsars opposed change and used repression to maintain the existing social order

· The new spirit of nationalism had some effect on Russian rulers

· The Russian government acted as a protector of new Slav states in the Balkans (countries north of Greece)

· The Russian Government adopted the policy of Russification

· Under this policy, non-Russian peoples in the Russian empire were forced to adopt the Russian language, Russian culture, and the Russian Orthodox Church

· Jews in Russia faced state organized riots known as pogroms

The Decline of the Ottoman Empire


· The forces of nationalism also accelerated the decline of the Ottoman empire

· Began to weaken in the 1700s

· The Ottoman Turks failed to keep pace with Western technology and science
· Muslim religious leaders often opposed change

· The Ottomans lost important territories to Austria and Russia in the 1700s

· Serbs, Greeks, and Romanians gained independence from the Ottomans in the early 19th century

· In the 1870s, rebellions in the Balkans led to the independence of several other Slavic groups

· By the First World War, the Ottoman Empire was known as the “Sick Man of Europe”

Imperialism


· Imperialism refers to the political and economic control of one area or country by another
· In the 1880s, interest in imperialism renewed when new European countries like Belgium, Germany, and Italy sought colonial empires of their own
· Even older colonial powers like Britain and France joined in the mad scramble for new colonies
· New technology – such as steamships, rifles, telegraphs, and better medicines – made it possible to penetrate deeply into Africa, Asia, and the Pacific nations for the first time
· European industries needed raw materials for their factories
· Colonies served as new markets in which to sell manufactured goods
· When one country obtained a new colony, other countries felt it was necessary to do the same in order to maintain a balance of power
· Many Europeans believed in Social Darwinism – the theory that some societies were more successful because their cultures were superior
The British Empire in India


· In the 1830s, the British East India Company came under the control of the British government (the East India Company had gained economic and political control of much of the Indian subcontinent)

· British rule in India brought many changes (railroads, schools, and colleges were built)

· Nonetheless, the Indians resented British rule

· In 1857, a large number of British-trained Indian soldiers, known as sepoys, rebelled against their British officers 

· The mutiny began when the sepoys had to bite off bullet cartridges which they thought were greased with pork or beef fat

· Muslim and Hindu soldiers believed they were forced to violate their religion

· The angry sepoys rose up against their British officers

· The Sepoy Mutiny spread quickly to cities across northern and central India

· One effect of the mutiny was that the British government took over formal rule of India and abolished the East India Company

· As a result, the mutiny was put down and India now became a British possession

· The British provided a single system of law and government, unifying India

· English was introduced as a unifying language

· India’s cottage industries were hurt by competition with British manufactured goods

· Indian workers provided the British with inexpensive labor – for long hours, often under terrible working conditions

The Scramble for Africa


· European powers engaged in a “Scramble for Africa,” during which most of Africa came under their direct control
· By 1890, only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent

· The discovery of resources like gold and diamonds sharpened European interests in Africa

· The major European powers to acquire African territories were Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, and Italy

· Disputes among the imperial powers were worked out at the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 where the remainder of Africa was divided up.
The Opium War (1839-1842) 


· In the early 1800s, the Chinese imperial government tried to stop the British practice of selling opium from India to China

· However, the Chinese lacked the military technology to defy the British

· The British easily defeated China in the Opium War (1839-1842)

· British leaders forced China to open several “treaty ports,” giving the British new trading privileges

· The British established several spheres of influence – areas of China under British economic control

· Other European countries followed the British example and obtained their own spheres of influence in China

The Opening of Japan


· The Tokugawa Shoguns had isolated Japan from European trade for two hundred years

· The Japanese were forbidden to travel to other countries and foreigners were banned from Japan

· Although Japan was isolated from the West, the Tokugawa Shogunate was a period of peace and economic growth

· In 1853, the United States government sent Commodore Matthew Perry with a naval squadron to Japan to halt the mistreatment of shipwrecked American sailors

· The United States also sought to develop new markets and to establish a port where American ships could obtain supplies on their way to China

· Fearing what had happened to China, Japanese leaders opened their ports to American trade

· Within a few years, the British, Russians, and Dutch negotiated similarly favorable trade treaties

The Meiji Restoration, 1868-1912


· The Shogun was severely criticized for opening Japan to the West

· A group of lower samurai overthrew him and suddenly “restored” to power the young emperor, whose ancestors had been mere figureheads during the feudal period of Japan

· Emperor Meiji, the new ruler, became convinced that Japan had to adopt Western ways if it was to escape future domination by Western powers

· Foreigners were invited to Japan to modernize its military, establish factories, build railroads, and reform schools

· Feudalism was abolished

· Under Emperor Meiji, Japan successfully modernized and westernized

The Boxer Rebellion


· Many Chinese resented the growing foreign influence in their homeland

· Anger against foreigners finally exploded in 1899

· A Chinese group, known as the “Boxers”, arose in rebellion in an attempt to drive out all foreigners from China

· Hundreds of foreigners were killed by angry mobs

· The Boxers were secretly supported by the Chinese government

· An international police force, composed of troops from the imperialist powers, finally crushed the Boxer Rebellion

· Although the rebellion failed, it served to fan the flames of Chinese nationalism

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk


· In the late 19th century, the ruler of the Ottoman empire, Sultan Abdulhamid II, used secret police and brutality against potential opponents

· He also order the brutal massacre of Armenians in eastern Turkey in 1894-1896

· Young educated members of the Turkish elite, known as the Young Turks, demanded political reform (opposed the Sultan’s harsh rule)

· Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was an influential member of the Young Turks
· After World War I, most of the Ottoman Empire’s former territories (Arabia, Palestine, and Syria) were placed under British and French rule

· Kemal Ataturk kept the rest of Turkey from being dismembered and overthrew the system of government headed by the Sultan 

· Kemal Ataturk created a new Turkish republic

· The new Young Turk government, headed by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, encouraged industrialization, westernization, public education, and an improved treatment of women

The Mexican Revolution of 1910


· From 1877 to 1910, Mexico was governed by Porfirio Diaz, a moderate dictator who encouraged foreign investment but limited popular liberties

· The Mexican Revolution of 1910 began as a reaction against Diaz’s rule

· A wealthy liberal, Francisco Madero, began the revolt and took over the government

· Madero soon faced opposition from peasant leaders, including Pancho Villa who led a private army in the north

· Emiliano Zapata encouraged land redistribution and organized peasants in the south
· Madero was assassinated and a civil war followed

· After a period of confusion, the forces of reform were victorious

· As a result of the revolution, large estates were broken up
· The Constitution of 1917 led to greater democracy in Mexico

The Causes of World War I


· Nationalism, Alliance System, Imperialism, and Militarism (MAIN) were causes of World War I

· Nationalism encouraged rivalries among Britain, France, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia for land and colonies

· Nationalism had also led to the creation of new independent nations in the Balkans: Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Albania

· But Austria-Hungary still consisted of many different ethnic groups, most of which wanted their own national states (these demands threatened to break Austria-Hungary empire apart)

· Serbia  hoped to liberate Serbs still under Austrian rule

· The European powers had competing economic and political interests

· Competition for African and Asian colonies had created further tensions among the major powers

· By 1914, Europe came to be divided into two large alliances (On one side stood Germany and Austria-Hungary and on the other side was Russia, France, and Great Britain)

· Any dispute involving countries from different alliances threatened to bring in all the others

· The late 1800s saw a rise in militarism or the glorification of the military (Arms races played key roles in the outbreak of World War I)

· In 1914, Austria’s Archduke Francis Ferdinand was assassinated by Slav nationalists 

· Austrians believed Serb officials had helped the assassins 

· The alliance system set off a chain reaction that soon involved all of Europe’s major powers
A New Form of Warfare and America Enters the War


· The machine gun, poison gas, submarines, and airplanes

· Soldiers dug themselves into trenches, protected by barbed wire and machine guns

· Trenches extended for hundreds of miles

· Americans were neutral until 1917 when American ships were attacked by Germany 

· The United States entered the war in 1917 and broke the deadlock in Europe

· In the same year, Russia dropped out of the war due to the Bolshevik victory during the Russian Revolution

· By 1918, the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottomans) laid down their weapons and surrendered

The Treaty of Versailles (1919)


· While President Woodrow Wilson of the United States had announced his Fourteen Points with its plan for self-determination (each nationality would have its own government), freedom of the seas, an end to secret diplomacy, and the creation of the League of Nations for the coming peace settlement, the final peace treaty turned out to be extremely harsh towards Germany

· The Germans agreed to end the war and overthrew their emperor, the Kaiser, believing that Wilson’s offer would be the basis of the peace

· But Wilson could not restrain French and British leaders

· The Allies wanted revenge

· The Treaty of Versailles (1919) concluded the peace with Germany; related treaties dealt with Austria and Turkey

· Germany lost territory to France and the newly independent nation of Poland as well as all of its overseas colonies

· The Austria-Hungary empire was divided into several smaller states

· The Ottoman Empire no longer existed 

· Turkey emerged as an independent nation out of the ashes of the Ottoman Empire

· Germany lost its navy, while its army was reduced to a small police force

· Germany was forced to accept blame for starting the war and was required to pay huge reparations (payments for damages) to the Allies

· The Treaty created the League of Nations, an organization of nations pledged to defend each other against aggressors

· The League of Nations was weakened when the United States and Russia failed to join it

The Russian Revolution of 1917 


· By the early twentieth century, compared to Western Europe, Russian peasants and factory workers lived in poverty while landowning nobles enjoyed wealth and leisure
· Sharp social divisions and the authoritarian power of the tsar made Russia ripe for revolution
· The crisis increased after Russia was defeated by Japan in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904
· The tsar’s troops fired on peaceful demonstrators in 1905
· Tsar Nicholas II was forced to grant limited reforms which included the creation of a new legislative assembly known as the Duma
· In 1914, Tsar Nicholas II brought Russia into World War I
· The Russian army was poorly trained and badly equipped (it suffered disastrous defeats)
· Discontent among Russians increased
· When in early 1917, German forces cut Russian railroad lines, preventing food from entering Russian cities and soldiers, strikes and food riots broke out across Russia
· By March 1917, Tsar Nicholas II was forced to give up his throne
· A republic was declared 
· But the provisional government was set up, but it lacked the support of the people when it refused to withdraw from the war
· The Bolsheviks, a Marxist revolutionary group, promised “Peace, Bread, and Land”
· Led by Vladimir Lenin, the Bolsheviks seized power in November 1917
· The Bolsheviks changed their name to “Communists” and changed the name of the Russian empire to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) or Soviet Union
· Russia had become the world’s first Communist country
· A brutal civil war soon broke out across Russia, which was eventually won by the Communists
