eSenate

e House based on a stegs population (435)

* Senate each state has equal voice (100)

* Conducts its business in the Capital Building
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3. Theoretical
So each the House and Senate can check

on each other to prevent them from
passing extreme legislation
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the states

on their basis of their populations
* WI has 8 Congressional seats in the House

3) Each state is guaranteed at least one seat in the
House regardless of their population ex: ND, SD, MT


http://www.house.gov/

5, American



ion of the seats in
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tionment Act of 1929

e 435 members
I

* Congress could change it (ex 1959)

e Census Bureau is to determine the number of seats
each state should have
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e Off Year Jale onal elections
occurring dential election years

. g

Q
« The next o ye r ele ctﬁion will be in 2014

* The party that holds the presidency loses seats in an
off year election



sen‘r voters in
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y each states

* All seats in the House are filled from a single-
member district- voters in each district are able to
elect one of the states representatives from among a
field of candidates running in that district(house)



http://www.legis.state.wi.us/ltsb/redistricting/Maps/congress2005.pdf

voters electing
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e Gerrymandering- named after Governor Elbridge Gerry of
Massachusetts in 1812

* Drawing up Congressional Districts to favor the
faction that controls the state legislature






e or she represents
t should live in district

| 1ke"]udges on the acceptability
of individua memb_grs and may vote to censure or
remove members

* The Supreme Court ruled in Powell vs. McCormack
that the House may not exclude any members who
meet the Constitution requirements
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sly &’sen by State

adoption of the 17th Amendment

in 1913

* Senators serve six year terms that are staggered so
that only a third of the members are up for election
every two years

e Senate is known as a continuous body- all of its
seats are never up for election at the same time
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er staffs, and is
stone to higher political office

e If a Senate seat becomes vacant because of death,
resignation, or expulsion it is filled by two methods

* Special election called by the governor

* Governor appoints someone
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e The sen:
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1dges the qualifications of its members
and may be exclu

hem with a majority vote

1Ud

* Senate can puni'lrl
expel them with 2/3 vote

bers with a majority vote or

* Most were expelled during the Civil War
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e Me i’ﬂ misdemeanors

e Immur i t Action because of any speech
they make i ital for debate
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 The U.S. government power is limited and federal
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e Pow ¢ lause I gave Congress

the Powe r t ler to ensure public health and
safety |

* Government takes in about $1.5 trillion in taxes a
year



* Direct taxes- on must be paid by the person on
whom it is imposed- Income tax is a direct tax- 16th
Amendment

* Indirect tax- first paid by one person and then
passed onto another

* Ex: Cigarette tax companies pay the treasury and
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U.S. citizen

1, lottery tickets or obscene

e Copyri a atents- Copyright- exclusive right
of an author to repi%'c'luce, publish and sell their work

* example- books, paintings, sound recordings

* Patent- grants a person the sole right to
manufacture, use or sell a product- good for 17 years
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« Power of Em: ent Doma n- take your property for
public use | |

* Judicial Power- ong&ss has the authority to create
lower courts below the Supreme Court




\rticle I Sec 8 Clause
) make all laws which
or carrying into

* Doctrine in Practice- the words necessary and
proper mean “convenient and useful”

* Examples- fix minimum wages ( commerce power) -
tax evasion a crime ( taxing power)
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* House may be called on to elect a President if no
candidate receives a majority of electoral votes

* Only twice- 1801-Thomas Jefferson; 1825- John
Quincy Adams
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* Impeacl

majority vote

es against; House only needs a
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ed before being impeached
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impeached
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e Nixon re

 When the president is tried for impeachment the
Chief Justice replaces the V.P. as head of the Senate

* Senate needs a 2/3 vote to impeach

* Senate has convicted 7 persons- all federal judges
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e Senate mt
with a 2/3 vote

confirm all treaties by the President
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e Expose . f ¢ officials

* Promote i gressmen



members o

e (Clerk calls the cambgr to order and checks the role
of newly elected representatives

* Members then choose a Speaker who takes the oath
of office and swears in the rest of the members
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uous body only 1/3 if the new
n in and put on committees
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e President’s State of the Union Message

¥

J Bec; :

members must be

* Constitution requires this and the President reports
on the state of the nation and may recommend
legislation



* always ajorilgri party in the House
 No member can speak until recognized by the

speaker
* Speaker can debate and vote on any measure

* If the speaker chooses to vote, a Speaker pro

tempore must be appointed
* Speaker rarely votes except to cause a tie, in a case of

a tie, Speaker is required to vote




of the U.S.
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*In th 2\ ab a president pro tempore, who
is elected by the rity party, presides

ques to a vote, but

1€
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and Senate consists
loor leader, chosen by

110
"*

oor leaders are called whips-
of their party are voting how the
em to vote

make sure
party wants

* Party Caucus- closed meeting of each party in each
house and deal with party organization, selection of
floor leaders and committee membership




ss are given to those
members who have been there the longest.

* Critics argue that it i;gnores ability and discourages
young members

* Proponents say that the rule ensures experience and
minimizes conflicts within the party



iIn Congress

» The speaker of the House or the president of the
Senate are responsible for assigning bills to the
appropriate committee

* The majority party always hold a majority of seats
on each committee (Democrats have the majority)
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. Thé e T
the Majori
on the floor

g ot have a rules committee instead
ac trols the appearance of bills
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perform investigations,
however most investigations are conducted in

standing committees

* Occasionally, select committees conduct important
investigations- Ex: Senate Watergate Committee 1973
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passed in
the Constitu

by each house according to
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€COMmes a

m only 10%

th the executive branch,

special in ate citizens, not members of

congress | P!.
* All revenue- raising bills must begin in the House
all other bills can start in either the House or Senate

o



http://www.vote-smart.org/resource_govt101_02.php

concerns of
law

b th }Pse*s- do not have the force of a

* Resolution- deal with matters concerning either
house, like rules in the house




riders- a provision

Q. e‘o pass on its

. Bill
desk, then b

opper- a box next to the clerk’s
a number

* Speaker then gives it to the appropriate standing
committee
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e A an get a bill out of a
-

committee
* Needs a majorit
e Most committee work is done in subcommittees

* May take a junket- a trip to a location that is
affected by a bill
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J ’ 1m; a majority of full
1n,,th%

* Voting - a b111 requires formal House vote on it

ouse limit the length

* Voice votes
* Standing vote
* Teller vote - has been replaced by electronic voting

* Roll call voting
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senators, given a number
rea d referred to a committee

* Sena ess formal than the House,

have only one ar and bills are called to the floor
by the majority floor leader

e Senate’s Rules for Debate

* Debate is unlimited in the Senate
* Filabuster - a tactic used by a minority “talk a bill to

death on the Senate floor’

|
3

e Strum Thurmond - 24 hours 18 minutes
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; filabuster and
% by Ieast 16
least 3/5’s of the full

e Many D

, _ tate to use the Cloture Rule
\ - :

* Because they fear rthag will limit free debate and
take away from the filabuster technique



President - he may do 4 things with it
e May sign it into law
* Veto it - refuse to sign it; Congress can override a

veto with a 2/3 vote in each house
* Allow the Bill to become law by not signing it

within 10 days of receiving it
* Pocket veto - kill a bill by not acting on it before

Congress adjourns



http://www.microsoft.com/education/lifeofabill.mspx
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* Supreme Court rulec jn favor of the national bank



