Language Arts 12 Honors Course Syllabus
Instructor Information

Instructor: 

Mrs. Tonya Arnold 



Academic Degrees: 
B.S.  Secondary Education English, University of Idaho

M.Ed. Curriculum and Instruction: Reading Specialist, Concordia University

Location

St. Helens High School, Room B-31
Work Phone: 

(503)-366-7477
Work Email: 

tonyaa@sthelens.k12.or.us
Teacher Website: 
http://www.sthelens.k12.or.us//Domain/218

Work Hours: 

8:00 am -4:00 pm
Course Description

This course is designed for students seeking a greater understanding and appreciation of our literary heritage. The student will be introduced to a variety of authors, such as Homer, Dante, Shakespeare, and Shelly. This course focuses on European and World  literature and the great writers and thinkers who have contributed to the development of Western culture. The reading and writing assignments are designed to be challenging and provide the student with the critical thinking skills needed to be successful in the college setting. Students will be expected to do regular reading and homework outside of class, and come prepared to participate in class discussion. The student will need to maintain high standards to remain in the class.

Course Objectives

This course is aligned with the Common Core Assessment standards for English Language Arts.  The specific standards to be covered and assessed are listed in the space below according to the semester and unit in which they will be assessed; however, skills may be introduced in the first semester but not formally assessed until the second. 
	Semester 1  Standards Assessed

	CCSS 11-12 RL.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS 11-12 RL.2:  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS 11-12. RI. 5:  Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

CCSS 11-12. RI 6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

CCSS 11-12.W.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selections, organization, and analysis of content.

CCSS 11-12.L.6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level.

	
	

	Semester 2  Standards Assessed

	CCSS 11-12. RI.7:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS 11-12.W.1.:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS 11-12.W.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS 11-12.L.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

CCSS 11-12.L.5:  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language (e.g., hyperbole, [metaphor], paradox), word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCSS 11-12.SL.1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade-level topics, texts, and issues.

CCSS 11-12.SL.4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.




Course Grading and Assessment Plan

Standard Assessments: 80% of Course Grade

Students will be assessed on EACH of the indentified standards listed above to gauge their proficiency. Proficiency is demonstrated on multiple assessments. These assessments can vary and may take the form of projects, essays, class discussions, tests, or other assignments. To receive a passing grade, students must pass the identified standards for the semester with a score of a 3 or higher.  Students may retake or revise assessments depending on the standard(s) being assessed. Assessments in the form of writing (essays, reports, etc.) can be revised for an improved score ONLY if the original paper was submitted on or prior to the due date. In the event that a paper is submitted late, only a scoring guide (no written teacher comments) will be given, and the chance to revise for a better grade is forfeited. 
Practice: 20% of Course Grade

In order to master most any skill in life, practice is necessary. In college, professors often assign reading and other work that is meant to prepare students for the next class period. Practice will be assigned in the course; these activities are designed to help build student understanding and provide practice of the concepts and skills necessary to pass their Standard Assessments. Completion and/or quality of completion will be marked in the online grade book. It is expected that honors students come prepared to participate in class each day having required practice completed. 

Grading Scale

Proficiency on the standards will be assigned a point total using the following scale (1-4):

Does Not Meet (DNM)=

1

Developing (D)=


2
Proficient  (P)=


3
Exemplary (E)=


4 
Make-Up Work

The school’s make-up work policy will be followed in this course. For more information regarding this policy, please refer to page 8 of Student Handbook.

Grade Updates
Parents can expect updated grades to be available online approximately every two weeks.

Course Materials

Required texts

Course readings will be drawn from the Holt Elements of Literature, Sixth Course: Essentials of British and World Literature and some or all of the following: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck, Hamlet by William Shakespeare, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Anthem by Ayn Rand, 1984 by George Orwell , and excerpts from Grendel by John Gardner. 
Student Notebook
Students will need to keep an organized 1” 3-ring notebook for the course.  Students should have a supply of college-rule notebook paper (no spiral edges, please) and a pencil pouch stocked with writing utensils, two different colored highlighters, and sticky notes.
Classroom Conduct and Expectations
Academic Expectations

· Arrive on time with all needed materials so that you do not lose out on valuable information or experiences while you go to your locker to get your materials.

· Work from the starting bell until the teacher directs you to stop.

· Complete the current assigned task before doing anything else (such as talking to a neighbor or working on assignments for other classes).

· Ask questions about the current topic. Smart people ask a lot of questions. 
· Complete assignments before class begins so that you know what questions to ask the teacher.
· Focus on what is being taught.  Keep electronic devices off or silent, stowed in your pocket or bag so that you are not distracted.  This also prevents the distress you may feel if the device is confiscated.
Behavior Expectations and Consequences
Students will be held to the behavioral expectations and consequences outlined in the Student Handbook. 
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