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How Important Is College?



• IDENTIFY planning strategies for college
• IDENTIFY your options
• IDENTIFY financial barriers/ resolutions
•  Ask Questions ● Listen ● Observe ● Understand
• DISCOVER coping methods for separation anxiety 
• DISCOVER  the personnel you need to talk to about 

receiving additional support

Objectives:



• Identify your child’s career path- you can help with 
identifying your child’s career path by making 
suggestions in conjunction with the school counselor,
but this should primarily be the child’s decision.

• Start early- you and your child should start mapping 
out the details as soon as possible.  The earlier you 
begin planning, the more time your family has to 
make an informed decision.

Planning Strategies



• Tap into free resources- there is tons of free 
information available about programs various 
colleges/ universities offer and the requirements for 
getting in those programs.

• Plan college tours- this can be very time consuming 
so make it fun by turning college tours into family 
road trips.  Do not hesitate to ask questions while 
taking the tour. Pay close attention to the college 
environment and try to visit while students are there 
instead of when it’s empty.

•  

Planning Strategies
cont’d.









Let’s Look at a Walk Through









• Avoid scams- beware of the many scams that will 
not benefit your child.  These may include but are
not limited to:

• Scholarship Guarantees
• College Search Agencies
• Paying scholarship application fees by credit card
• Loans with upfront fees
• Fake Websites

•  

Planning Strategies
cont’d.



• Should my child complete a two-year program or 
does their degree require a four-year degree?

• Should my child attend a college or university in-
state or out-of-state?

• Is my child paying for their own education?
• Will my child live on campus or off campus?
• Do I want my child to have a meal plan at the 

university or will I provide direct funds for their 
eating expenses?

• Should my child work part-time while in college?

Identify Your Options



• Rising college costs
• Declining value of financial 

aid
• Little in the way of financial 

assets to support college 
student

• Poor credit
• Lack of knowledge about 

resources

Financial Barriers



• Start saving today if you have not already set 
aside a college fund for your child. Talk to your 
banker if you have access to one.

• Apply for grants and scholarships immediately. 
Consult with the guidance counselor at your 
school to find out what is available.

• Apply for financial aid as soon as possible if 
deemed necessary.  The sooner you apply, the 
more award money your child may be eligible 
to receive.

Financial Resolutions



• Stay in touch
• Enjoy your free time by joining a club
• Select a new hobby
• Reach out for support from other parents 

whose children have left for college
• Volunteer
• Keep a diary so you can have lots to talk about 

when you’re reunited with your son/daughter

Coping with Separation Anxiety



• Organize volunteers to assist families with 
transportation to college tours within a certain 
mile radius

• Help raise money for application fees to assist 
students coming from economically challenged 
households

• Provide assistance with completing college 
applications at local community centers and 
churches

• Host a community career fair for upcoming high 
school graduates

Additional Support and Resources
The community can:



• Make sure they have an assortment of current college 
and university information in the form of brochures, 
flyers and packets, available to students 

• Host at least two college and/or career fairs at the 
school

• Have high school graduates speak to families about 
college and offer suggestions based on their 
experiences

• Publicize the availability of financial resources

Additional Support and Resources
The school can:



• Ask for an example of a financial aid award letter and a 
student budget for tuition, fees, room and board, books,
transportation, and living costs

• Talk to friends and family about how they proceeded 
with this process and how they decided on their 
college/university

• Investigate, Investigate, Investigate all of your options 
and remember that you can never start too early

Parents are encouraged to:



Open for Questions



• Separation Anxiety
• http://life.familyeducation.com/anxiety

• Breaking Through Barriers
• http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/01/c

hicago_schools.html
• College Preparedness

• http://www.tburg.k12.ny.us/onefurey/timetable_for
_college_preparedness.htm

• GaCollege411
• www.gacollege411.org 

• GaDOE Career Pathways
• http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_cta.aspx
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