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AP American Government and Politics
Mr. Eanes






Bassett High School 
Room:  59
Telephone: 629-1731
Email: jaeanes@henry.k12.va.us 
For the class website go to BHS homepage, click on faculty, click on Joshua Eanes 
Course Description

A well-designed AP course in United States Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics. While there is no single approach that an AP United States Government and Politics course must follow, students should become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes. Certain topics are usually covered in all college courses. The following is a discussion of these topics and some questions that should be explored in the course.

What you should know about Government and Advanced Placement…

Government and politics is the study of the origins of the American system of government and how that government works.  We look at the political interests, behaviors, and opinions that shape American society as a whole. We also will examine the institutions of American government, such as the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, and their roles in enforcing public policy. We also will discuss in detail your civil rights and liberties as American citizens as protected by the Constitution. AP Government is basically Political Science 101 as taught in colleges and universities. We will be using college level textbooks, materials, and other college-related resources.  The main difference is that AP instructors are expected to prepare their students to pass the AP exam that will allow students to earn college credit for the course.


This course is unique in that it offers students a significant academic challenge while addressing many personal and “real life” issues that are relevant to your life. Many decisions that will affect your future are made on Capitol Hill every day and it’s your duty to be informed and educated about your government.  Students seem to enjoy the many applications to issues that affect them personally as they study various topics.

Our class will operate on an A/B schedule and will be yearlong. This gives us ample time to cover all information that is necessary to be prepared for the AP Exam. Even though you have all year with me we WILL be moving at a FAST and RIGOROUS pace to meet the deadline of the AP Exam.
The AP American Government and Politics exam is a national exam given at the same day and time across the nation.  2013’s AP Government exam is Tuesday, May 15 @ 8 am.   If you have other questions regarding AP you may ask Mr. Eanes or access information from www.collegeboard.com.

AP GoPo Topics

The major content areas covered by the AP GoPo course and examination are presented below, as well as the approximate percentages of the multiple-choice section devoted to each area.

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government (5–15%)
The study of modern politics in the United States requires students to examine the kind of government established by the Constitution, paying particular attention to federalism, the separation of powers, and checks and balances. Understanding these developments involves both knowledge of the historical situation at the time of the Constitutional Convention and an awareness of the ideological and philosophical traditions on which the framers drew. Such understanding addresses specific concerns of the framers: for example, why did Madison fear factions? What were the reasons for the swift adoption of the Bill of Rights? Familiarity with the United States Supreme Court’s interpretation of key provisions of the Constitution will aid student understanding of theoretical and practical features of federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances. Students should be familiar with a variety of theoretical perspectives relating to the Constitution, such as democratic theory, theories of republican government, pluralism, and elitism.

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors (10–20%)
Individual citizens hold a variety of beliefs about their government, its leaders, and the U.S. political system in general; taken together, these beliefs form the foundation of U.S. political culture. It is important for students to understand how these beliefs are formed, how they evolve, and the processes by which they are transmitted. Students should know why U.S. citizens hold certain beliefs about politics, and how families, schools, and the media act to perpetuate or change these beliefs. Understanding the ways in which political culture affects and informs political participation is also critical. For example, students should know that individuals often engage in multiple forms of political participation, including voting, protest, and mass movements.

Students should understand why individuals engage in various forms of political participation and how that participation may affect the political system. Finally, it is essential that students understand what leads citizens to differ from one another in their political beliefs and behaviors and the political consequences

of these differences.  To understand these differences, students should focus on the demographic features of the American population and the different views that people hold of the political process. They should be aware of group differences in political beliefs and behavior. Students should also understand how changes in political participation affect the political system.

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media (10–20%)
Students should understand the mechanisms that allow citizens to organize and communicate their interests and concerns. Among these are political parties, elections, political action committees (PACs), interest groups, and the mass media. Students should examine the significance of the historical evolution of the U.S. party system, the functions and structures of political parties, and the effects they have on the political process. Examination of issues of party reform and of campaign strategies and financing in the electronic age provides students with important perspectives. A study of elections, election laws, and election systems on the national and state levels will help students understand the nature of both party and individual voting behavior. Treatment of the development and the role of PACs in elections and the ideological and demographic differences between the two major parties, as well as third parties, form an important segment of this material. Students must also consider the political roles played by a variety of lobbying and interest groups. Important features of this section of the course include an explanation for why some interests are represented by organized groups while others are not, and the consequences of this difference in representation. Students study what interest groups do, how they do it, and how this affects both the political process and public policy. Why are certain segments of the population able to exert pressure on political institutions and actors in order to obtain favorable policies? The media are a major force in U.S. politics. Students are expected to understand the role of the media in the political system. In addition, the impact of the media on public opinion, voter perceptions, campaign strategies, electoral outcomes, agenda development, and the images of officials and candidates should be explored and understood by students. Understanding the often symbiotic and frequently conflictual relationship among candidates, elected officials, and the media is also important.

Students should be aware of the goals and incentives of the media as an industry and how those goals influence the nature of news coverage. They should also understand the consequences of the increasing concentration of major media outlets in fewer hands, as well as the growing role of the Internet

IV. Institutions of National Government 

(35–45%)
Students must become familiar with the organization and powers, both formal and informal, of the major political institutions in the United States: the Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, and the federal courts. Students should understand that these are separate institutions sharing powers and the implications of that arrangement. The functions these institutions perform and do not perform, as well as the powers that they do and do not possess, are important. It is necessary for students to understand that power balances and relationships between these institutions may evolve gradually or change dramatically as a result of crises. Students are also expected to understand ties between the various branches of national government and political parties, interest groups, the media, and state and local governments. For example, a study of the conflicting interests and powers of the president and Congress may help explain repeated struggles to adopt a national budget.

V. Public Policy (5–15%)
Public policy is the result of interactions and dynamics among actors, interests, institutions, and processes. The formation of policy agendas, the enactment of public policies by Congress and the president, and the implementation and interpretation of policies by the bureaucracy and the courts are all stages in the policy process with which students should be familiar. Students should also investigate policy networks and issue networks in the domestic and foreign policy areas. The study of these will give students a clear understanding of the impact of federalism, interest groups, parties, and elections on policy processes and policymaking in the federal context. Students should be familiar with major public policies.

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (5–15%)
An understanding of United States politics includes the study of the development of individual rights and liberties and their impact on citizens. Basic to this study is an analysis of the workings of the United States Supreme Court and familiarity with its most significant decisions. Students should examine judicial interpretations of various civil rights and liberties such as freedom of speech, assembly, and expression; the rights of the accused; and the rights of minority groups and women. For example, students should understand the legal, social, and political evolution following the Supreme Court’s decisions regarding racial segregation. Students should also be aware of how the Fourteenth Amendment and the doctrine of selective incorporation have been used to extend protection of rights and liberties. Finally, it is important that students be able to assess the strengths and weaknesses of Supreme Court decisions as tools of social change

Course Requirements


Attend class regularly


Complete all assignments/projects within allotted time frame


Participation in learning activities is MANDATORY


Maintain a neat and organized notebook


Make up missed assignments and take all tests/exams as scheduled

Resources Needed

· Textbook
· Notebook-Three-ring binder 
· Highlighter and Ink Pens
· a box of tissues, Clorox wipes, or hand sanitizer are appreciated but optional
Bring these with you to EVERY class!
Assessments

Chapter tests, quizzes, notebook checks, worksheets, classwork, journals, homework, group/individual projects, essays, free response questions and various other assignments given by the teacher.  Group work will be graded for participation and correctness.  Grades will be calculated by points earned versus total points possible.  Assignments will have different point values allocated by the teacher based upon difficulty and importance.  Please note that I do not give “extra credit” assignments.  
Late assignments will lower the assignment grade by one letter grade per day late and will not be accepted after three days late.  Grades will be weighted with 7 points added to the final average at the end of each 6 weeks and the final exam.
Policy for Make-Up Work


Any make-up work, due to a verified absence, is the sole responsibility of the student.  Make-up assignments will be given before or after class upon your return when asked for.  Assignments will then be due within three school days, unless it was already assigned, then it is due on the day of return.  Late penalties will apply after the 3 days or date of return.  Tests and quizzes are scheduled at least one week in advance therefore you will be eligible to take a similar test only on the day of return, before or after school.  Failure to make up missed assignments and/or tests within the allotted time will be penalized per day late and can not be made up after 3 school days.
If you need DE Government information please see BlackBoard.
Other Information:  Classroom Expectations

1. Show respect for people, their ideas, and their property. In this class you will come across other opinions and views. They are to be respected no matter the opinion. All people will voice their concerns in a respectful, professional, and appropriate manner.
2. Work hard to ensure your own growth and to assist the growth of others.

3. Persevere! We are all in this together! Help me out when I’m struggling as I will always help you out when you are. 
4. Accept responsibility for the quality of your work and also for your behavior and actions.

5. ALL Rules in the Student Handbook/Agenda apply in this class and will be enforced.
6. Finally, have fun and EXPLORE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND LEARN!
Please sign this form stating that you have read and understand the expectations outlined in this syllabus.  

Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________

Student E-mail:__________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________

Parent E-mail:___________________________________________________________
Questions/Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

