Julius Caesar Act IV-V Summary and Literary Terms
Julius Caesar Act IV (pages 842-856)

I.  Read scene i, lines 1-51, and answer the following questions:

1.) Setting - How much time has elapsed since Caesar’s death?  Where does the scene take place?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.) How does the political situation in Rome following Caesar’s murder compare with what it was under Caesar’s rule?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) Why does Antony want Caesar’s will?  What is ironic about that?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.) What is your impression of Antony in scene I of act IV?  Do his actions surprise you?  Explain.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Summary of scene ii:

Brutus says Cassius, who has not yet arrived, has done or supervised some shady business that makes him wish the killing Caesar had never happened.  When Cassius enters and announces Brutus has done him a wrong, Brutus is shocked. The two men are about to have a fight when they agree it’s best to argue privately, rather than let the troops know about their differences.

III. Read scene iii, lines 1-123 and answer the following questions:

1.) What wrong does Cassius say Brutus has done him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.) In response, what does Brutus condemn Cassius for doing?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) According to Brutus, how has Cassius wronged him?  What is ironic about Brutus’s accusation?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read scene iii, lines 143-162 and answer the following questions:

4.) What is the real reason for Brutus’s ill temper?

______________________________________________________________________________________
Read scene iii, lines 198-230 and answer the following questions:
5.) What reason does Cassius give for not going directly to Philippi?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.) Lines 218-224 are an example of which literary term?  Explain.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.) What reason does Brutus give for going directly to Philippi?  Who prevails?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read scene iii, lines 264-286 and answer the following questions:

8.) What happens to make Brutus speed up his plans to go to Philippi?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Julius Caesar Act V (pages 858-870)

I.  Summary of scenes i-iv:
Antony and Octavius gladly see the army of Brutus and Cassius coming to meet them and swear to get revenge for Caesar’s death.  Cassius tells of bad omens of the battle’s outcome.  He and Brutus say good-bye to one another in case they are killed in battle.  Cassius, mistakenly believing that Titinius has been captured by the enemy, kills himself. 
II. Read scene v, lines 1-81, and answer the following questions:

1.) What happens to Brutus at the end of the play?  What do Antony and Octavius then say about Brutus?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.) Compare Antony’s speech at the end of the play with his discussion of Brutus at Caesar’s funeral.  How have his views of Brutus changed?  Why have they changed?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) What actions does Octavius take at the end of the play (scene v, lines 76-81)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.) Turn to page 871 and copy down the definition of tragedy and tragic hero from the yellow box.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Julius Caesar is an unusual tragedy because more than one character might be considered the tragic hero.  Caesar is the title character, and his death is the central event in the play.  However, the play focuses more on Brutus and ends with his death rather than Caesar’s.

5.) What is Caesar’s tragic flaw?

______________________________________________________________________________________
6.) What is Brutus’s tragic flaw?

______________________________________________________________________________________
7.) In your opinion, which character is the tragic hero of the play?  Explain your choice.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.) In your opinion, what is the theme of Julius Caesar?  Provide examples from the play to support your answer.
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