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Purpose
The Chief Information Officer for the State of Connecticut, through the Department of Information Technology, has established this policy and reporting requirements, and associated standards to ensure that all State of Connecticut Government web sites are accessible to people with disabilities. While this policy is enforceable for Executive Branch Agencies, it is hoped that the other two Branches of State Government, as well as all boards, commissions and offices outside of the Executive Branch will adopt this policy as a matter of voluntary compliance in the best interest of our citizens.

Policy Statement
It is the policy of the State of Connecticut that information and services on Connecticut State Government Web Sites are accessible to people with disabilities.  It is the responsibility of the agency, its web page developers and procurement officials to become familiar with the State standards for achieving web site accessibility and to apply these standards when designing, creating, maintaining and/or procuring any official State of Connecticut web site.

The use of the State of Connecticut standards will ensure that web sites created by the State of Connecticut are accessible to the largest possible audience. Compliance with these standards also benefits those who use text-based browsers, low-end processors, and slow modem connections, or who lack multi-media capabilities on their computer.  Compliance also improves the usability of State of Connecticut web sites by new technologies, such as MSN TV, cell phones with browsers, and internet connected personal organizers.
Agency Planning and Reporting Requirements
Planning

Each state agency should develop a plan to ensure that their web site complies with the technical standards.
Implementation

This policy affects all new web sites and web applications covered in the [Scope] section below.

Agencies should become familiar with the technical standards and the resources and tools on the Accessibility Web Site.

Agencies can request training for their employees and consultants by submitting a request to the Accessibility Committee.

Agencies should contact a Committee member or the Portal Management Group for assistance.
Compliance

Each agency should ensure that their agency web site complies with the technical standards. 

Each agency should contact the Accessibility Committee to request a site review.

Reporting

A status report will be made available to the State CIO and all interested parties when requested, by visiting the Accessibility Committee web site.

Certification: Yes

Scope
This policy applies to the following entities: any State of Connecticut agency, institution, office, department, commission, council or instrumentality subject to the policies, standards and decisions of the Chief Information Officer of the Department of Information Technology as specified in Public Act 97-9.
Definitions

State of Connecticut Government Web site:

(1) Any web site or web-based application developed or procured by state agencies and/or their consultants and contractors for the purpose of providing information and services to the public, other state agencies, consultants or contractors.

(2) Any web site or web-based application funded directly or indirectly with State and/or Federal Funds used for the purpose of providing information and services on behalf of the State of Connecticut. 
(3) Any web site or web-based application created to provide information about state business, including but not limited to, studies and projects.  
(4) Any web site or web-based application used for the purpose of providing information about programs and services of state owned or operated business.

Web Accessibility:

Web accessibility means that people with disabilities can use the Web. More specifically, Web accessibility means that people with disabilities can perceive, understand, navigate, and interact with the Web, and that they can contribute to the Web. Web accessibility also benefits others, including older people with changing abilities due to aging.
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