Immigration & Big Business Study Guide
1. What were the push factors for immigrants coming to the United States?

Poverty, shortage of farmland, lack of opportunity, political and religious persecution, wars and threats of war
2. What were the pull factors for immigrants coming to the United States?

Jobs, opportunity, political and religious freedom, letters from family and friends
3. What regions of Europe (countries) did the majority of the SECOND WAVE (1820 – 1870) immigrants come from?   Where did the THIRD WAVE (1870 – 1920) immigrants come from?
SECOND WAVE (1820 – 1870)
Northern/Western Europe (Germany, Ireland, Scandinavia)
THIRD WAVE (1870 – 1920)

Southern/Eastern Europe (Italy, Poland, Russia)
4. What is a tenement?

Urban apartment that was overcrowded, smelly, and unsanitary
5. What are ghettos?

Ethnic neighborhoods within cities where immigrants from particular countries tended to settle together
6. What were the names of the major immigration centers and where were they located?

Ellis Island: New York City
Angel Island: San Francisco
7. What influence did political bosses have on immigrants?

Used bribery and force to make them vote and in exchange they offered immigrants jobs and housing (which could be easily taken away if they went against the plan)…controlled their lives.
8. Which two immigrant groups suffered the most discrimination in the US at this time?

Chinese and the Irish
9. Why were laws passed to limit immigration?

Because there were people in the US who did not like immigration or immigrants
10. What was the first law to limit immigration in 1882?

Chinese Exclusion Act
11. What is the belief of nativists?

Opposed immigration, and blamed increasing crime, unemployment, and other problems in the US on immigrants.
12. Who was Boss Tweed?  What did he do?
Corrupt Political Boss in New York City; controlled a large amount of New York City; led the political machine called Tammany Hall; stole a large sum of money from the city and bribed immigrants with promises of apartments and jobs in exchange for votes
13. What were three reasons for the rise in city growth?

1. Immigration from Other Countries

2. Specialized Industries (Steel, Meat Packing, Textiles)

3. Movement of America from Rural to Urban Areas (out of work farmers moving to cities for a job)
14. What were four reasons why immigration increased to the United States?

1. Hope for better opportunities

2. Desire for religious freedom

3. Escape from oppressive governments

4. Desire for adventure
Students should be able to provide at least two examples of positive things about living in a city and at least two examples of negative things about living in a city. 

Positive aspects may include:

· access to consumer goods 

· living close to work

· employment opportunities

· cultural bonds

Negative aspects may include:

· tenements 

· ghettos

· pollution

· overcrowding

· unsanitary conditions

· dangerous working conditions

· disease
Students should be able to provide at least four examples of similarities and four examples of differences between second wave and third wave immigrants.
Second Wave Immigrants (1820 – 1870)
· Northern and Western Europe (for example: Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia)

· more likely to move west and farm

· religion: mostly Protestant Christian (for example: Lutheran, Baptist)

· more likely spoke English language

· easier to assimilate (learn to blend into American society)

Third Wave Immigrants (1870 – 1920)
· Southern and Eastern Europe (for example: Italy, Russia, Poland), also East Asian (Chinese)

· more likely to come because of religious or political persecution

· more likely to work on assembly lines in factories

· religion: more likely Catholic or Orthodox Christian, Jewish, or Buddhist

· more difficult to assimilate (did not speak English)
Similarities (both Second and Third Wave)

· had to pass medical examinations and answer questions in order to enter the U.S.

· faced discrimination

· mostly came for economic opportunities (like jobs or land)

· experienced fear and anxiety (stress)

· needed to assimilate 

