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Course description

The aim of this course is to help students reach a high degree of competence in the language as well as to explore different aspects of the culture of Spain and the Spanish speaking world. Upon completion of this course students will be able to use the language spontaneously in a variety of situations and contexts, not only orally but also in writing. 

The International Baccalaureate contains 
    3 core themes…                                                    and 5 options…
1. social relationships 



1.   health
2. communication and media 


2.   customs & traditions
3. global issues 




3.   leisure
4.   cultural diversity
5.   science & technology
Course Expectations/Participation
Oral practice and listening is the key to learning how to speak a language. It is expected that you communicate in Spanish from the moment you enter the classroom and that you use the target language to communicate with your classmates and teacher.  It is my desire that you are excited to demonstrate your skills outside of the classroom as well.  Please note that this is a requirement and that your effort is an observable intent.  Participation grades are earned each week and are posted within a two-week time period.

Notebooks and Scholarship List
It is expected that you keep a chronological notebook of vocabulary and class notes. Within your notebook you will compile scholarship lists. They are student-driven vocabulary/idiom charts and represent an academic tool that is updated, rehearsed, and referred to daily.

Online Resources  
Calendars and a number of resources are listed on my website.

Electronics 

Appropriate and academic use of electronics is encouraged and is allowed with teacher permission only.  The two resources allowed are bab.la and spanishdict.com.  These two sites function like a dictionary, which means, you can look up words, not sentences, and make reasonable choices based on content given.  

All online translators are prohibited, and if used, will result in academic discipline and will affect your grade. 
Make-up Policy:  You are expected to make-up assignments by Friday of the week that you missed.  Please be cognizant of the importance of attending class regularly to increase your proficiency and maintain a high participation/classwork grade. Late work is accepted only within two days of the due date, resulting in a deduction of 10-20%.
Grading: 
	Classroom Grade Components

Oral & Class Participation: 50% - Daily participation; Scholarship Lists; Reading and Content Discussions; Monday Current Topics discussions; Thursday Presentations of News and/or Events relevant to the Spanish-speaking world:
*Submit your presentation and sources one day prior to presentation
*5-6 minutes presentation
*summary and vocabulary    
*5-6 minutes student activity

*3-4 minutes Q&A 

Reading: 25% - Read articles throughout the year similar to Paper 1 and answer questions.
Writing: 25% - Write essays throughout the year similar to Paper 2.


	A+

100-98

A

97-93

A-

92-90

B+

89-88

B

87-84

B-

83-80

C+

79-78

C

77-74

C-

73-70

F

69-0




THE IB EXAM

Oral - 30%

A. In class interactive oral. SL: 10%; HL 10%. – from Core

     B. Individual oral: SL 20%; HL 20%. (25 minutes) –from  2 Chosen Options
 1. Choose a picture from a choice of 2 with a heading & study it---- (15 min. - student)
             2. Present content of picture----------------------------------------------- (3-4 min. - student)

             3. Express opinion, broaden discussion --------------------------------- (5-6 min. - student/teacher)  

 Paper 1 - 25% (90 minutes) – from Core

-SL Text-handling exercises on 4 texts (45 points)
-HL Text-handling exercises on 5 texts (60 questions)

 Paper 2 – 25% (90 minutes) 

          SL 250 - 400 word (5 choices given – one per option) – from Options

          HL 

          Section A: 250-400 words – from Options 

(5 choices given 1 per option) (Article, movie review, formal letter, informal letter, report, speech, brochure, and blog) 

          Section B: 150-250 word personal response to a prompt (e.g. statement or headline) – from   

          Core

Written Assignment – 20%  – from Core
Trabajo Escrito: 20% 
SL - Inter-textual reading of three articles followed by 300-400 word writing + 150 word rationale.


HL – Creative writing of 500-600 words + 200 word rationale, based on one 
of the literary texts studied (Students can write a new ending to a story, a letter to a    
            character of a book, diary, blog, etc). 
Articles are researched outside of class and student decides writing format: formal letter, diary, blog, etc.
Student writes draft outside of class and submits it electronically to teacher for review and commentary.


Final word processed written assignment is submitted to www.turnitin.com and subsequently submitted to the IBO.
Written Assignment Details

SL
· 300-400 word written response based on 3 sources with information from one of the three core topics.

· Sources: must be 300-400 words, written originally in the target language, not previously read in class + 150 word rationale to introduce the assignment and state the aims and how the aims have been achieved.
· Articles are researched by student.
· First draft is written in class and teacher feedback is provided.
· Final written assignment is word processed and is subsequently submitted to IBO. 
HL
· 500-600 word creative writing task linked to one of the works of literature read (Refer to the online list of readings).
· This can be, for example, a new ending, an interview of a character, a diary by a character, the story from a different point of view, a letter to a movie director encouraging him to make a movie about this story + 200 word rationale to introduce the assignment and state the aims and how the aims have been achieved along with a short summary of the literary work.
· First draft is written in class and teacher feedback is provided.
· Final written assignment is word processed and is subsequently submitted to IBO. 
Written Assignment Timeline:
Mon 10/2 - Start search for 3 articles due from Core and must be related to the Spanish-speaking world (SL only)
Mon 10/30 - 3 articles and Trabajo Escrito Check List due.
                                    Mon 11/27- First draft due (SL only) - HL write based  
                                    on one of the literary texts read



Mon 12/4 - Teacher Feedback due
                                    Tue 12/19 & Wed 12/20 - Write final draft of Trabajo Escrito and submit to  
                                     www.turnitin.com
Fri 12/22– Final version due to submit to www.turnitin.com




Interactive Oral Details
SL and HL

· Three interactive activities will be carried out in the classroom during the year course and assessed by the teacher. One of these must be based on a listening activity. The highest of the three marks will be submitted as the final mark for the interactive oral.

For example:

· * debate * class discussion * presentation + discussion

· * role play * interpretation * exchange of information

· * interview

Individual Oral Details

SL and HL
· This component is based on the thematic options: CULTURAL DIVERSITY, CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS, HEALTH, LEISURE, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.

Supervised preparation time
· The student receives a previously unseen photograph, with a title or caption, selected by the teacher. The photograph is related to

· one of the options studied. The student prepares a presentation. 15 minutes
Part 1: Presentation
· The student describes the photograph and relates it to the option and the target culture(s). 3–4 minutes
Part 2: Discussion
· A discussion with the teacher based on the presentation follows. Discussion based on a topic from the other option studied may be introduced if that contributes to the interaction. 5–6 minutes
