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Course Description  and Objectives

The humanities can be described as the integrated study of the various ways in which people, throughout history, have processed and documented the human experience. Since humans have been able, we have used  philosophy, literature, religion, art, music, and language to understand and record our world. Thus, the humanities are the integrated study of the ideas and values inherent in the human journey. Humanities studies demonstrate the way that human beings historically create and share meaning as individuals, as communities, and as cultures through what they document and produce. 
This course will be written and rationalized as a seminar experience. Thus, the skills associated with seminar participation—reading, researching, listening, speaking, questioning, interpreting, reasoning, creating—will be embedded in the standards. Through this humanities seminar, students should recognize enduring human problems and become more culturally sensitive to others across the globe and over time. Students should be able to use their intellectual skills to inform their evolving values; recognize new understandings ; and effectively communicate and persuade.
(source : NCDPI – Standard Course of Study)

Course Themes

The course will incorporate a variety of themes as we explore different cultures across time and place.  We will look at how the priorities of each culture shaped their histories and cultural legacies:
Civics and Government – Changing roles of government and government structures. 
Economics  – From Migratory to Agrarian, Domestic to Industrial; Post-Industrial to Global economies. 

Social -From fixed, stratified structures to more mobile, egalitarian ones; Changing gender and family roles;The rise of the middle and working classes. 

Intellectual & Cultural – Major artistic and literary thought and movements; Scientific and technological advancement vs. Religious belief; Philosophy; Eastern vs. Western thought.
Geography and Environment – How cultures are defined by and, in turn, impact their Geographical locations and environment.
A Side Note:
This will be my first time teaching this course at the Career Center, and we are thrilled! We have taught World History and European History, and it will be a delight to construct a seminar course that can go in a variety of directions.  Without a test to dictate the end result, the class and instructor together can delve deeply into various cultures and human experience without the confines on creativity and interests!
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