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· Adler, Mortimer J., “How to Mark a Book” 
· Zinsser, William, “How to Write a Memoir” (mandatory)
Please choose five of the following six essays to read from the list below:

· Angelou, Maya, “Graduation”

· Franklin, Joey, “Working at Wendy’s”

· White, E.B., “Once More to the Lake”

· Sanders, Scott Russell, “Inheritance of Tools”

· Dillard, Annie, “The Chase”

· Lahiri, Jhumpa, “Rhode Island”
College Freshman English

2014 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

Examining Memoirs – Due Wednesday, September 10th  
Dear CFE Students, 

Welcome to College Freshman English!  You have chosen to challenge yourself in your senior year of high school by taking a college-level class.  This is a very demanding course that is meant to prepare you for the English and Humanities courses you will experience at any of the country’s best universities.    As you can imagine this course relies heavily on literary analysis (short stories, essays, novels, memoirs, dramas, and poetry) and the completion of frequent written assignments (essays, journal responses, and other modes of creative, narrative, and expository writing).   Therefore, we have no time to waste.  Summer is meant to have fun in the sun, but we must also exercise our minds.

You will find this summer assignment enjoyable and worthwhile if you have ample time to complete it (if you don’t believe us, ask this year’s students).  A foundation of college level learning is becoming an independent learner; this means students must become proficient in time management.  Do not put the assignments off until two or three days before the beginning of school; you, and the assignment, will suffer as a result.    We have spent a great deal of time choosing texts that are accessible and enjoyable to read on your own, but which also provide a strong foundation for the start of our course. These activities will be a large part of your first quarter grade and show your commitment to a class of this caliber. 
Reading Assignments

1. In preparation for the college essay unit that will begin in September, we are asking all students enrolled in College Freshman English to read a selection of essays focused on the personal narrative genre.  You are required to read five of the six essays listed below:
a. “Graduation” by Maya Angelou
b. “Working at Wendy’s “ by Joey Franklin
c. “Once More to the Lake” by E. B. White
d. “Inheritance of Tools” by Scott Russell Sanders
e. “The Chase” by Annie Dillard
f. “Rhode Island” by Jhumpa Lahiri
2. Students are also expected to read and annotate the article “How to Write a Memoir” by William Zinsser.  If you are not sure how to annotate, please refer to the article by Mortimer Adler on “How to Mark a Book” which is available online at:
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html
Written Assignment

Please read five of the six essays and respond to five of the six accompanying questions which allow you to explore how an author creates and crafts the genre of memoir.  It is our hope that this reading experience, coupled with your reflections about the essays you’ve read, will help you find a topic for your own memoir studies, an integral component of crafting a college essay.  Your responses should be typed, double-spaced, 12 font, Times New Roman font, stapled together, with a minimum of 250 words per response.  You must submit your assignment to www.turnintin.com in addition to bringing a hard copy to class.
Reader-Response Questions
1. Angelou’s “Graduation.” How does Angelou’s graduation day fall short of her expectations?  Describe an event from your own life that you anticipated but that resulted unexpectedly in disappointment.
2. Franklin’s “Working at Wendys.” Franklin’s description of his co-workers is very detailed thus making them “real” to the reader.  Which character did you connect with the most in the story?  Attempt to model Franklin’s style by describing a job you’ve held (the word “job” has a large scope – any role of responsibility will count) using details to create multiple characters in your response.
3. White’s “Once More to the Lake.” White calls the lake a “holy spot.” What details does he include that make it holy to him?   Write about a place that has a special meaning for you in a way that lets the reader “be there” with you.

4. Explain the meaning of the following quote in relation to the text: “By the time I started using this hammer…it already contained houses and mysteries to me.”  Attempt to model Sanders’s style by describing a personal possession that holds a symbolic value to you.  You should tell the story of the possession, considering such moments as when you received the item as well as significant experiences with the item.  You may describe the physical characteristics of the item but make sure to focus on its symbolic value.   
5. Identify the way Dillard describes the man in “The Chase” and explain her rationale.  Select a memory from your own personal history in which you did not give up.  Attempt to stay in the moment by locating a visual of what happened:  who was there, where were you, what do you remember, why was it important, what sounds, smells, and sights is part of your recollection?   Detail the scene out, using Zinsser’s advice to “think small.”  
6. Lahiri’s “Rhode Island.”  One purpose of the collection in which Lahiri’s essay appeared is to show the diversity of the fifty American states.  How does Lahiri achieve this purpose?  What details does she provide that are unique to Rhode Island?  Write about a geographic location that you call home.  It could be a region (Long Island or the metropolitan New York area,) county (Suffolk), town (Hauppauge) or another specific area (a certain beach, nature preserve, etc.).  Attempt to model Lahiri’s writing style by describing the place using specific details.  What makes this place unique?  What does it mean to come from this place?  What is your attitude towards this place?

If you have questions about the assignment over the summer, please contact ELA Director, Dr. Christopher Michael at 761-8323 or michaelc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us.
