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Patrick Henry Community College

Religions of the World I & II   (REL 231)
Spring, 2014
INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Bredamus

E-MAIL ADDRESS: dbredamu@henry.k12.va.us.
CLASS MEETING TIME:  Monday thru Friday, 10:00

CLASSROOM LOCATION: Magna Vista High School, Room 22
COURSE CREDITS: 3 Credit Hours for REL 231 
PREREQUISITE(S): None
INSTRUCTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:  Dailey 8:30-10:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The study of religions of the world with attention to origin, history, and doctrine.
COURSE PURPOSE

The purpose of this course is to challenge the student to understand the essential nature of religion in the world and its role in the development of civilization. Topics include an introduction to religions, indigenous religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism. The subject will be considered as an academic pursuit and be non-sectarian.  
A. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The student will… 
      Develop an understanding of the origins, histories, religious practices, and  philosophies of the major world religions. 
      Develop critical thinking skills to understand how different religions address certain ethical issues. 
      Develop a respect for all religions and the cultures of which they are a part. 
      Use effective study skills to master course content.  

      Use computer technology to aid in preparation and presentation of research topic. 

B. VCCS CORE COMPETENCIES

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to

1. Evaluate the strengths and relevance of arguments on a particular question or issue;

2. Assess the impact that social institutions have on individuals and culture – past, present, and future;

3. Recognize the impact that arts and humanities have upon individuals and cultures.

4. Discriminate among degrees of credibility, accuracy, and reliability of inferences drawn from given data.

5. Evaluate information and its sources critically and incorporate selected information into 

his or her knowledge base.
C. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION
The student will explore the subject, Religions of the World, in a discussion format that flows from lecture, online research, personal experience, and textbook investigation.
D. TEXTBOOK 

Title:    Experiencing the World’s Religions; McGraw-Hill, 2008 
E. STUDENT EVALUATION 
Class Participation  10%

The student will be evaluated on a daily basis regarding his or her participation in class. 

Quizzes  10%

The student will be quizzed over textbook reading assignments, relevant vocabulary, and classroom discussions.  

Tests  50%

The student will be tested over material presented in class, material from the textbook and other sources. The tests will be identification and essay. Anyone missing because of an excused absence will be responsible for making up the test on or before the next class session. 

Research Project  20%

The student will complete a research project on an assigned topic. The project will include a paper and a classroom presentation and be due on a date to be announced.  

Book Review  10% The student will complete a detailed review of book assigned by the instructor and due on a date to be announced. 

F. GRADING SCALE: 
            A 
90 - 100





B 
80 - 89

)

C
70 - 79


D
60 – 69  

F
59 - below
G. EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT SUCCESS  
The student will be expected…
· to be prepared for class.  The student is to bring a notebook to each class. 

· to practice respect. Each student is an important part of the class and will be treated as such. 

· to participate in discussion! 

· to learn about and value the influence of religion on civilization. 

H. EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Evacuation posters are located at the door.  
I.  STUDENT SUPPORT/DISABILITY STATEMENT: 
If you have a disability or other need for reasonable accommodation in order to successfully complete the requirements of this course, please contact the 504/ADA Coordinator (Learning Resource Center #109D, 656-0257 or 800-232-7997 ext. 0257, sguebert@ph.vccs.edu) to discuss this matter confidentially.

J. IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:  
See the school calendar. 
K. SPECIFIC COLLEGE POLICIES 
· Computer Rights and Responsibilities

· Children on Campus Policy

· Email Policy

· Open Computer Lab

· Inclement Weather

· Useful Web Sites
· PHCC Alert

· Smart Thinking

M. ACADEMIC HONESTY:


Patrick Henry Community College will not tolerate any form of dishonesty including cheating, plagiarism, knowingly furnishing false information to the college, forgery, or alteration  or use of college documents or instruments of identification with intent to defraud.  All students are expected to abide by the honor code and may be required to sign a pledge on their work such as:  

Pledge: On my honor, I have neither given nor received aid on this assignment/test/exam.
N. AFFIDAVIT 


My signature below indicates that I have read and understand this syllabus and have been given a copy of my own to keep. 





Student Signature

Date

This syllabus conforms to the Patrick Henry Community College syllabus guidelines.
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