MEETING MINUTES
Oregon Historical Society Levy Oversight Committee (LOC)
November 22, 2013
	LOC members present:

· Avel Gordly

· Rob Brading

· June Arima Schumann

· Mary Margaret Wheeler-Weber

· Carl Abbott 

· Sandy Polishuk

· Bob Speltz


	LOC members absent:

· Armando Manalo

· Nichole Maher

· Laura Bridges-Shepard

· Matthew Wand 


	Other participants:

· Emerald Walker, Chair Cogen’s office

· Kerry Tymchuk, OHS
· Sheri Neal, OHS

· Eliza Canty-Jones, OHS


Materials provided before and during meeting:

· Meeting notice and previous meeting minutes (posted online)
· Meeting agenda (below)
· Summary of reporting requirements and important dates (below)
Agenda as planned:

	Welcome  and agenda review  

	Report from OHS on activity and progress since April’s LOC meeting 

	Discussion and Q&A

	A look at the year ahead: notable dates and reporting requirements 

	Next steps   

	Public Comment 

	Adjourn 


	


Notes:

Announcements: 

· Crown Point Country Historical Society: buying a piece of land to develop a facility for the organization
· History of Social Justice project – Sandy Polishuk 

Report from OHS on activity and progress since April’s LOC meeting:  

· Attendance is up – as is attention

· Quality and number of programs up

· Daylong symposium on death – went really well
· Exhibits and upcoming projects: 
· Windows on America is going really well 
· Next year, looking at a Lincoln exhibit

· Next summer – exhibit on Oregon wines 

· Working with Oregon Zoo for 125th Anniversary

· Also working on a history of the Port of Portland

· Working on film archives – restored “The Boy Mayor” (Hollywood Theater will do a big premier in April)
· Free community day – December 14th
· Origami artists – Portland Paper Shapers
· Tour and exhibit next year on plastic – how they’re made and what the impact is
· Lincoln exhibit: Basing the exhibit around the Emancipation Proclamation

· Will include a scholar on free labor in the west (Dr. Smith)

· Association for the Study of African American Life and History – founded by Carter G. Woodson – founder of Black History Month

· Pete Mark just bought the first transmission letter of the Emancipation Proclamation 
· Oregon Black Pioneers – “Community on the Move” 

· Library: 

· Series of programs on how to use primary source materials in archive – aimed at K-12

· Working with Elizabeth Steiner Hayward – working with Senator Courtney checking for duplication
· New hire in  the research library 
· Question re: archives: 
· Social Justice Institutions – what do we say to them about where they want their papers to land?

· National Black United Fund – Portland Chapter, for example (from Avel)
· Grant application to Oregon Humanities re: Columbia river
· Food: 
· Native food – perhaps a partnership with NAYA?

· Need to align ideas with capacity

· Food and drink – June – Japanese farmers in Hood River

· Look at labor behind it – farm workers, restaurant workers 

· PCUN – farm worker movement in Oregon – just published a book
· Just completed a survey of members – should have results in January 

· Kerry Tymchuk named recently as the most admired non-profit ED in Portland

· Question re: continuation of levy – OHS is looking at two options:
· Plan A, if they put it on the ballot again

· Plan B, if they don’t put it on the ballot again
· Sale of the Sovereign building – almost there 

· Needs a lot of work – a couple million worth – hopefully will be by the end of the year
· Hired a new curator – LOC would like to meet her

A look at the year ahead: notable dates and reporting requirements:
Annual requirements for the OHS Levy Oversight Committee 

	Requirement
	Worth noting

	Meet at least semi-annually. 
	This is based on the fiscal year, July-June. 11/22 is the first meeting of FY2014.

	Provide minutes from our meetings on the Multnomah County website.
	Minutes and materials are all posted and kept up to date. Link can be seen on the Chair’s page of the county website.

	Receive a report of levy expenditures from OHS and each of the four east Multnomah County historical societies receiving levy funds.
	These reports are generally received ahead of the annual report, and in the 2nd meeting of the fiscal year.

	Provide an annual briefing to the Board of County Commissioner regarding OHS compliance with the voter-approved measure. 
	Traditionally this has taken place in June. This is a good time because it is after the county’s budget is adopted and ahead of an allocation of funds to OHS.


Important dates:

	Allocation of levy funds

	Each year by July 15th
	Allocation of levy funds to OHS – one half of the annual estimated property tax revenues 

	Each year by July 31st
	OHS makes allocation of annual funds to east Multnomah County historical societies 

	Each year by January 15th 
	Allocation of levy funds to OHS – the remainder of property tax revenues following certification of the tax roll (the other half, approximately)

	By January 15, 2016
	Last regular payment of levy funds to OHS

	By June 15, 2016
	Prior taxes are collected for years, the County and OHS will agree on an estimate of the outstanding taxes by this date and make the allocation of funds by the 30th.

	The year ahead

	May 20, 2013
	Election for new Chair of Multnomah County

	June 9, 2013
	Certification of election results – new Chair seated (assuming a candidate gets over 50% of vote)


Next steps:
· Meeting in the spring of 2014

· Future agenda items: 
· Timing and closing of the levy

· Who has what? (Archives, museums, universities, libraries, etc)
· Deeper update from Geoff Wexler on the status of the Library

· Next meeting in the spring
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