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Formatting an MLA Bibliography
The bibliography should appear at the end of your paper. It provides the information necessary for a reader to locate and be able to read any sources you cite in your work. Each source you cite in your writing must appear in your bibliography.
Format

· Your bibliography should be the last page of your work.  It is not a separate document; therefore, the margins, header, and footer will be like all the other pages of your project.
· Center the title “Bibliography” on the page (with no quotation marks, underlining, etc.) 

· Make the first line of each entry in your bibliography align left with the margin. Subsequent lines in each entry should be indented one-half inch. This is known as a hanging indentation or reverse indentation. (See example bibliography on next page.)
· Double space all entries, with no skipped spaces between entries. 

· Keep in mind that underlining and italics are equivalent; you should select one or the other to use throughout your bibliography (italics looks nicer). 

· Alphabetize the list of works cited by the first word in each entry (usually the author's last name).
Basic Rules for Citations

· Authors' names are inverted (last name, first); if a work has more than one author, invert only the first author's name, follow it with a comma, then continue listing the rest of the authors. 

· If you have cited more than one work by a particular author, order them alphabetically by title, and use three hyphens in place of the author's name for every entry after the first. 

· When an author appears both as the sole author of a text and as the first author of a group, list solo-author entries first. 

· If no author is given for a particular work, alphabetize by the title of the piece and use a shortened version of the title for parenthetical citations. 

· Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc. 
· Underline or italicize titles of books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and films. 

· Use quotation marks around the titles of articles in journals, magazines, and newspapers, titles of short stories, book chapters, poems, and songs. 

· If you refer to a journal article, or any source with page numbers, that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Bibliography page as 225-50. 

· If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you retrieved from an online database, you should provide enough information so that the reader can locate the article either in its original print form or retrieve it from the online database.  For more about this, see any of the links listed below. 

View the sample bibliography on next page and on “A Research Guide for Students,” available at http://www.aresearchguide.com/10works.html#sampleworks.  You can also visit http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/humanities/list.html). 
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IMPORTANT FORMAT POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
· Alphabetical order 
· Double spaced 
· Reverse indent
· All entries end with a period

· MLA style calls for both the date of publication (or its last update) and the date on which you retrieve the information. 
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