Honors Western Humanities 

2014-2015
Teacher: Ms. Kelly Robertson

Email: krobertson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
Room: 404

Edmodo Code:

The Course:

This course will explore the human experience.  It will examine human expression and the culture that creates, as well as how that changes over time.

Course Outline:

I. Intro to Western Humanities

A. What is Humanities?

B. Why study Humanities?

C. Themes

1. Religion

2. Other themes

II. Art

A. Art Basics

B. Art History

1. Ancient to Rococo

2. Neoclassical to OpArt

3. 1980s to Present

C. Art Critique
D. Architecture
III. Music

A. Music Basics

B. Music History

1. Instrumental

2. Opera

3. 20th Century

C. Music Critique

IV. Dance

A. Dance Basics

B. Dance History

1. Choreographers

2. Styles

C. Dance Processes

1. Ballet

2. Social Dances

D. Dance Critique

V. Philosophy

A. Ancient
B. Medieval
C. Modern 
D. Contemporary
VI. Literature

A. Literature Basics

B. Fables

C. Fairy Tales

D. Mythology

1. Greek 

2. Roman

3. Norse

E. Poetry

VII. Theater

A. Greek Theater

B. Shakespeare

C. Modern Theater

VIII. Film
A. Film Basics

B. Silent Film

C. Film History

1. Sound

2. Color

D. Genres

E. Special Effects

F. Film Critique

IX. Interrelations in Humanites

A. Emotions

B. Ideas/Messages

C. Media
Classroom Rule:

Use Common Sense!

What does that mean? Be respectful and kind.  Don’t be rude.  Be patient.  Be thoughtful.  Use logic.  Be prepared.

Classroom Procedures:

1. Drinks with lids are always fine in the classroom, but food will only be allowed on movie days.
2. Students will have 2 free passes to leave the room, but once the passes have been used, students needing to leave the room may do so with a penalty equal to that of a tardy.  Always take a hall pass when leaving the room.

3. Absent students are responsible for getting missing assignments and/or arranging for make-up quizzes or tests. Any handouts or worksheets that were passed out in class will be placed in folder for that day.  Quizzes and tests can only be made up before school or after school.  Students have two days to turn in homework and must make up the missing quiz or test within three days of their return.  Turn in make-up work to the Make-up Work tray – NOT the teacher.  Please be responsible and get/turn in make-up work before class or at the end.  Do NOT interrupt class to ask for or turn in work.

4. NO late work will be accepted.  All homework is to be turned in to the tray on the front desk when you arrive in the classroom.  Work is considered late if it is not submitted that the time of collection.

5. Students have the opportunity for one extra credit grade per quarter.  Students may attend a professional or college-level cultural event and write a reflection paper.  A handout will give details about the types of acceptable events and instructions for the reflection paper.
Grading Scale:

A: 100 – 93

A grade of zero “0” will ONLY be given if assignments have

B: 92 – 85              not been turned in and/or quizzes or tests have not been made

C: 84 – 77              up.  Other than a “0”, no grades lower than a “50” will ever   

D: 76 – 70              be given.  Please, attempt every assignment and assessment. 

F: 69 – 50

Grading Weight:

Tests: 30%

Quizzes/Long-term assignments: 30%

Classwork/Homework: 30%

Participation: 10%

Note from the teacher:

I will normally be available before and after school and during lunch if you need to contact me.  Please feel free to come to me with any questions or concerns you may have.  I look forward to getting you know you and having a fun and productive school year.

Student:________________________________________________          

Date:______________

Parent: _________________________________________________         

Date: _____________

Parent Permission for Films and Video Clips

Several films and video clips will be shown to supplement the topic being covered.  Also, whole films will be screened as a part of the unit on film.  Some of the films and clips listed below will not be shown if there are time constraints.  By initialing next to each film and clip, you give permission for your child to watch that film or clip in class.  If you decide not to give permission, an alternate assignment will be available for your child to complete.

“I Love Lucy” episode(s) TBD _________

“So You Think You Can Dance” clips _________

A Tchaikovsky Ballet TBD ________

Amadeus _______

American Graffiti*_________
Casablanca*_________
It Happened One Night ________

Kid Auto Races at Venice _________
Maleficent ͌_________
Much Ado About Nothing(1993) ________

North by Northwest _________

Raiders of the Lost Ark* ͌_________
Rocky*_________
Sherlock Jr. _________

Some Like it Hot*_________
Star Wars ________

The Great Train Robbery _________

The Monuments Men ͌_________
The Philadelphia Story* ͌_________
The Sixth Sense* ͌_________
The Truman Show__________

Various YouTube clips __________

West Side Story ________
* Only one of these films will be shown.  It will be the decision of the class as to which one during the unit on film.
͌ Final administration approval still pending.
