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Design & Rationale

➔ Vertical alignment of skills
➔ Skills develop over learning 

progressions
➔ Common language for 

students
➔ Alignment with the *new* MA 

Frameworks
➔ Integration, when possible



Grade 7 Essential Question:

How does a society reveal what it values?



Reading Workshop - Dystopian Literature Clubs
Dystopian Stories Usually…So Readers…

Teaching Points

● How characters respond to power 
● Characters are often archetypes.
● Readers of this genre need to prolong their 

willingness to be uncertain, and their 
openness to new musings 
(thoughts/ideas).

● Symbolism
● Does this reveal anything about the world 

we live in?
● Connections to social issues and current 

events



Grade 7 English Language Arts & Literacy
Does my story represent 
my best effort?



Grade 7 Essential Question:

How does a society reveal what it values?



How does a society reveal what it values?
Teaching Points

● How does the physical placement of a location on a map 
reflect our broader understanding of our position in the 
world?

● What are the basic needs of individuals and groups? What 
is the impact of meeting those needs in various scenarios?

● Societal values are revealed through various the ‘big’ and 
‘small’ of daily life--family, art, foodways, education, etc.

● What is power and who has it?- Group interactions and 
identifying group formations-

○ Space Odyssey
○ Cafeteria Conquest
○ Social Archetypes

Create a map of our biggest social 
construct in the building… the cafeteria



World map analysis
Standards:

● Organize information and data from multiple primary and 
secondary sources 

● Analyze the purpose and point of view of each source; 
distinguish opinion from fact.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AnBeM2GWYUb7-KwWKmcxt1qKGdfbtl62/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AnBeM2GWYUb7-KwWKmcxt1qKGdfbtl62/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1J2lyvtiywUxpLeKRhJeuPWp3eL7HDtlu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG4SkTkjsAE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG4SkTkjsAE


Class Fishbowl Lesson

Standards:
● Develop focused questions or problem 

statements and conduct inquiries
● Argue or explain conclusions using valid 

reasoning and evidence



Analyzing the DMS Maps

Standards:
● Develop focused questions or problem 

statements and conduct inquiries
● Argue or explain conclusions using valid 

reasoning and evidence



Piloting Units of Study in 6th ELA
Reader’s Workshop 
● A Deep Study of Character 

(Feb-March across 6th)

● Fantasy Book Clubs
● Social Issues Book Clubs 

(scheduled for May across 6th)

Writer’s Workshop
● Personal Narrative
● Informational
● Fantasy Writing



Humanities Instructional Coaching 

Working 
collaboratively to 

move student 
learning forward.

Balancing the 
pressure of new 
curriculum with 
support through 
co-planning and 

classroom 
collaboration.



K-8 Vertical Alignment: Reading Workshop (Example)



Humanities: Collaboration & Professional Learning


