American Literature and Composition

Course Description

       This course will focus on four primary areas of study: literature, language, composition, and speech. We will study American literature and documents using a Humanities approach: placing readings in historical and cultural context with supplementary lectures and research activities on art, music and popular culture in order to establish a fuller understanding of the style and period. We will place particular emphasis on critical essay writing in preparation for the GGT.

Course Objectives


-identify and analyze major trends in artistic and literary style


-discuss literature in historical context as well as personal relevance


-analyze literature for meaning structure, theme, and style


-identify and compose in a variety of forms, styles and genre


-research and present information to classmates


-develop and employ language skills: vocabulary, grammar, usage, and mechanics

Texts and Materials

Elements of Literature



Selected Novels and Texts 
Course Evaluations


Projects









30%


Tests and Exams (1 per unit, midterm and final)




30%

Preparation-Homework and Quizzes





20%


Participation and Class Work 






20%


*Second Semester the EOCT score will count for 15% of the course grade. If a student maintains a grade of 80 or above in class and earns a score categorized as “pass-plus” or higher on the GHGST, he or she may opt out of the final exam.


*Extra Credit will be awarded for presentations and/or written responses to relevant class related materials for example: tours of local museums and exhibits, or viewing related television/ film documentaries, or reading related histories or novels. I will recommend outside readings and suggest extra credit opportunities at the outset of each unit. Students will need to arrange with teacher and obtain approval for other project ideas. Students can earn extra-credit on an individual composition if they present a draft edited or signed by Ms. Bolster or another Writing Center advisor. 
Course Outline

The teacher will distribute an outline and calendar of assigned and extra credit readings, compositions, and exercises at the outset of each unit. The teacher will adjust the sequence and content as necessary to better meet the needs of the students.

Course Requirements and Procedures
Notebook/Portfolio-All students should maintain a three ring binder for calendars, handouts, lecture notes, vocabulary and language exercises, returned tests and quizzes. Students will be given a spiral notebook for informal compositions including Silent Sustained Writing (journal), periodic Quick Write responses, and creative compositions, as well as vocabulary, grammar and usage exercises, and class notes. Students should bring this notebook, a pen and a pencil to class daily.

Reading-I expect that students will read one book or 200 pages each month in addition to assigned class readings in Literature and History (Mr. Pope and I plan together and coordinate assignments to try and limit the reading load, but students should expect to read between 20-30 pages per night of assigned texts) In order to assist the students, I will allow 20 minutes of class time on each Monday we have class for Silent Sustained Reading. Students may read assigned texts or selected outside readings during this time. I have and extensive collection of novels and texts for students who do not bring reading materials.

Written Assignments- Each Friday, students will engage in 30 minutes of Silent Sustained Writing followed by peer feedback and revision. At the end of the period, the teacher will select a portion of the class for a spot check. Students must be prepared to submit the notebook upon demand, and will be awarded credit for this work. Periodically the teacher will assign in-class timed essays. Every two months students will select one essay for revision and teacher feedback. The teacher will confer with students about these informal compositions and will give informal feedback on content and style; students should schedule conferences during the Silent Sustained Writing period or during tutorial. All formal compositions should be typed, word processed, or handwritten neatly in blue or black ink. Rough edges from spiral notebooks should be removed. Students may submit written assignments on-line, but they are responsible for compatibility of software, and documenting time of transmission Formal written assignments are considered due at the beginning of the class period on the due date; papers turned in after this time will be considered late. Late papers will be accepted after the due date; however, they will be penalized one letter grade for each calendar day late. Papers and assignments turned in after this or judged to be Incomplete may be resubmitted, but will be awarded no more than 70%.

Make-Up and Incomplete Assignments-students are responsible for all class work and homework assignments, tests and quizzes. Any assignment judged to be of less than C quality will be deemed “incomplete” and must be resubmitted for reevaluation. Students with outstanding work must attend one tutorial and submit or resubmit the assignment. A student’s grade cannot be computed if he/she has not completed all assignments. All Incomplete grades must be cleared before a grade can be assigned for the course. Missed assignments (for excused absences) must be made up promptly. Students attending excused field trips must submit assignments before departing for field trips. Tests must be made up on the first attendance day following the original test date; Quizzes cannot be made up. For excused absences quiz grades will not count against the student: for unexcused absences, students will receive an automatic 0.

Tutorial/Communication-I will be available for tutorial each Monday after school from 3:30-5:30, or before school, 7:30-8:00 by prior individual arrangement on Tuesday or Thursday mornings. Parents and students may contact me online at mwilloughby@atlanta.k12.ga.us 
Parents and students may contact me by phone at school 404-802-3001or by cell 404-444-8691. Students with conduct or academic difficulties will be given deficiencies; these should be signed promptly and returned to the teacher.

Conduct-Students should follow all school rules and policies as outlined in the Student Handbook, note particularly the electronics and dress code policies. Attendance, tardiness, and decorum are evaluated with a conduct grade; however, attendance and academic integrity may have some impact on the academic grade because a student cannot participate if he or she is not in class, and evidence of cheating may result in academic penalties. Note the rubric in the Grady handbook.

Academic Integrity -While I expect that students will discuss homework and class work assignments, students should never submit another person’s ideas or work as their own.  Quizzes, tests, and exams are always individual assignments and are never collaborative.  
If a student submits another’s work or ideas as his or her own, a grade of “0” will be assigned, his/her parents will be contacted, and detention(s) will be assigned.  To remove the “0,” the assignment must be completed in tutorial under the teacher’s supervision and a grade no higher that 70% can be earned. 

Any suspicion of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Student Honor Council.  If judged guilty by the Student Honor Council, consequences may include, but are not limited to a non-removable failing grade on the assignment, or a parent contact or conference, 

I, ________________________________________________, have read and I understand 

print student’s name
the Course Syllabus, the Student Handbook and the Conduct Rubric for Ms. Willoughby’s American Literature and Composition Course.  I understand these policies, requirements and expectations and agree to abide by them. I further commit to fulfill the requirements of the course.
__________________________________________  ____________



student’s signature


date

I, the parent/guardian, have read the course syllabus for American Literature and Composition and I have discussed its contents with my son/daughter. 

___________________________________________  ____________



parent’s signature


 date

I, Mary Elisabeth Willoughby, pledge to uphold my responsibility as a teacher by providing a rich learning environment for all my students.  I pledge to follow all the guidelines and policies set forth by this syllabus, by Grady High School, and by the APS Board of Education.  I will make every effort to keep parents informed of their student’s progress in my class.  

___________________________________________  ____________



teacher’s signature




          date      
