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1. ACT measures student achievement in English Composition, Writing, Social
Sciences, College Algebra and Biology 

2. ACT sets benchmarks for student achievement that are empirically derived 
based on the actual performance of students in college.

3. The ACT definition of college and career readiness is widely accepted as 
the industry standard. 

4. In 2014, ACT introduced ACT Aspire™—a computer-based, longitudinal 
assessment system that connects growth and progress from elementary 
grades through high school in the context of college and career readiness.

Big IDEAS you should know about ACT 
and ACT Aspire
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ACT has and Elementary — Career 
Continuum of Assessments 
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ACT Aspire, the ACT plus Writing and  

ACT WorkKeys for South Carolina

Who will be tested?

•SCDE provides school eligibility to ACT
•ACT Aspire = Grades 3-8
•The ACT  and ACT WorkKeys = Grade 11  

What are the test dates?

•ACT Aspire:  April 28-30
•ACT:  April 28
•ACT WorkKeys:  April 29
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• Based on ACT analysis of actual student performance in college
• The minimum ACT test scores required for students to have a high 

probability of success in corresponding first-year, credit-bearing 
college courses

– 50% chance of earning a B or better 
– 75% chance or better of earning a C or better

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

Additional information can be found at www.act.org/standard  

http://www.act.org/standard
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• Curriculum-based college entrance exam
• Measures academic achievement

– English
– Math
– Reading
– Science
– Writing (optional)

• Only college entrance exam based on number of correct
answers
– No penalty for guessing

• High-stakes assessment

The ACT Overview
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The ACT Features

Test Score Scales
• English

– Usage and Mechanics      
– Rhetorical Skills      

• Mathematics
– Pre-Algebra/ Elem Algebra      
– Interm Algebra/Coord Geometry      
– Plane Geometry/Trig      

• Reading
– Social Studies/Sciences      
– Arts/Literature      

• Science

Composite
• Average of four test scores (No writing)

The ACT Plus Writing
• Combined English and Writing
• Writing Test subscore

 
 

1–36

1–36
2–12

1–36

1–36

1–36

1–36



9

ACT Mathematics Test

• 60 questions, 60 minutes
• Multiple-choice questions that require the use of reasoning skills to 

solve practical problems
• Three subscores and a total test score

− Pre-Algebra /Elementary Algebra
− Pre-Algebra
− Elementary Algebra   

− Intermediate Algebra/Coord. Geometry
− Intermediate Algebra
− Coordinate Geometry

− Plane Geometry/Trigonometry
− Plane Geometry
− Trigonometry   

The ACT Features

20–25%
15–20%

15–20%
15–20%

20–25%
  5–10%
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ACT Science Test

• 40 questions, 35 minutes
• Interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving 

skills
– Biology, Earth/Space Sciences, Chemistry, and Physics

• One score
– Data Representation  
− Research Summaries 
− Conflicting Viewpoints  

The ACT Features

30–40%
45–55%
15–20%
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ACT English Test

• 75 questions, 45 minutes
• 5 essays or passages, each with a set of multiple-choice questions
• Two subscores and a total test score

− Usage/Mechanics
− Punctuation
− Grammar and Usage
− Sentence Structure 

− Rhetorical Skills
− Strategy
− Organization
− Style 

The ACT Features

10–15%
15–20%
20–25%

15–20%
10–15%
15–20%
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ACT Reading Test

• 40 questions, 35 minutes
• 4 sections, each containing one long or two shorter prose passages
• Two subscores and a total test score

− Arts/Literature
− Literary Narrative or Prose Fiction
− Humanities 

− Social Studies/Sciences
− Social Studies
− Natural Sciences

The ACT Features

25%
25%

25%
25%
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ACT Writing Test

• 1 writing prompt, 30 minutes
• Measures writing skills emphasized in high school English classes 

and in entry-level college composition courses
• The ACT Writing Exam will be included as part of the Statewide ACT

Testing for South Carolina

The ACT Features
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Student Score Report

• Understand your scores
– www.actstudent.org/scores/understand 

• Using your ACT results
– www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf 

The ACT Features

http://www.actstudent.org/scores/understand
http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf
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• Job Seekers, Employees, and Students
– Improve career and economic outcomes

• Educators
– Test students’ ability to apply knowledge/experience to 

workplace situations
– Prepare students for success in a variety of career pathways and

demonstrate instructional impact

• Employers
– Better understand the level of skills their jobs require
– Make better decisions about who to hire, train, and promote

Benefits
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Take Three WorkKeys® Assessments 

• Applied Mathematics

• Locating Information

• Reading for Information

Earning The Certificate

WorkKeys assessments measure “real 
world” workplace skills critical to job 
success. 

Computer Delivered (WKIV) or 
Pencil/Paper
55/45 minutes to complete each
Not required to take all at once
Can Retake
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Score the following levels or higher 
on all assessments:

• 6 and above – Platinum

• 5 and above – Gold

• 4 and above – Silver

• 3 and above – Bronze 

Earning The Certificate
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• Evidence-based
• Industry-recognized
• Portable
• Used to document 

essential skills linked to 
workplace success

• Awarded at four levels:  
Bronze, Silver, Gold, 
and Platinum

National Career Readiness Certificate 
(NCRC)

The NCRC™ is a credential that is:
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<1% 47% 21%18%

Percentage of  U.S. Examinees Earning The Certificate

Source: ACT research based on 1,837,880 examinees.


