
 

Righ ts  under  the  M cKi nne y -
Ven to  Ac t  inc lude  the  
fo l low ing :  
 

  Righ t  to  imm ed ia te  
enro l lment  o f  schoo l  

  Righ t  to  th e  cho ic e  to  
e i the r  a t t end  th e  scho o l  
o f  o r ig in  o r  in  the  
a t t endan ce  a rea  w here  
the  f ami l y  cur ren t l y  
res ides  

  Righ t  to  be  p ro v ide d  
w i th  comparab le  
ser v ices  inc lud i ng  
t ranspor ta t ion  se r v ice s ,  
educa t ion a l  se r v i ces ,  
and  mea ls  th roug h  
schoo l  mea l s  p rogr ams  

  Righ t  tha t  no  home le ss  
ch i ld  o r  you th  i s  
requ i red  t o  a t t end  
separa te  schoo l  o r  
p rogram fo r  home les s  
ch i ld ren  o r  you ths  

  Righ t  tha t  home less  
ch i ld ren  a nd  you ths  
shou ld  no t  b e  
s t igmat i z ed  b y  sch oo l  
pe rsonne l  

  Righ t  to  app ea l  i f  the  
loca l  schoo l  sends  the  
home less  ch i ld  o r  you t h  
to  a  schoo l  o the r  than  
the  schoo l  o f  o r ig in  
reques ted  b y  the  p a ren t /
guard ian  o r  
unaccompan ied  you th .  
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A law passed in 1987 and re-

authorized in 2002 under the No Child 

Left Behind Act.  This Act removes 

barriers to access or success of home-

less children in school.   

 

How does the law define homelessness 

(McKinney-Vento Definition)? 

“Homeless” - An individual who lacks 

a fixed, regular and adequate 

nighttime residence.  This includes 

those: 

 Sharing housing of others due to 

loss of housing, economic hard-

ship, or similar reason 

 Living in motels, hotels, trailer 

parks, camping grounds due to 

lack of adequate alternative ac-

commodations 

 Living in emergency or transition-

al shelters 

 Abandoned in hospitals 

 Awaiting foster care placement 

 Living in cars , parks, abandoned 

buildings, bus or train stations, 

etc. or places not designated for 

Enrollment Disputes 

 

If a dispute arises over school selection or enroll-

ment in a school; 

 The child or youth shall be immediately ad-

mitted to the school in which enrollment is 

sought, pending resolution of the dispute. 

 Any enrollment dispute of a homeless student 

shall first be presented to the school principal 

to be resolved. 

 The parent/guardian of the child or youth 

shall be provided with a written explanation 

of the school’s decision regarding school selec-

tion or enrollment. 

 If the matter is not resolved at that level, the 

dispute shall be brought to the homeless liai-

son that shall carry out the dispute resolution 

process as expeditiously as possible after re-

ceiving notice of the dispute.  In the case of an 

unaccompanied youth, the homeless liaison 

shall ensure the youth is immediately enrolled 

in the school pending resolution of the dispute 

“The mission of the Homewood 

City Schools, a system enriched 

by tradition, community spirit, 

and vision, is to empower every 

student to reach his or her 

unique potential, ensured by a 

dedicated  and exemplary staff, 

a supportive and involved com-

munity, the recognition and 

celebration of diversity, an opti-

mal use of rescources, and an 

uncompromising commitment 

to excellence.” 
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What is the 

McKinney-Vento 

Act? 


