
The United States in the Great War
1914 to 1918

“The world must be made safe for democracy”
Woodrow Wilson, 1917



Fill in your maps and pick up two different colored pencils!





President Woodrow 
Wilson



Wilson’s Psyche
“Congressional Government” written by Wilson in 1885.
Graduate and President of Princeton University (1902-

1910).



President Woodrow Wilson
Gov. of New Jersey (1911-1913).

Believed that the US had a 
“divine” right to lead the world.

“I couldn’t tell if it was the 
President talking or God…”

A close friend said of a young 
Wilson that he  “has all the 
qualities for an ideal 
President…”



President Woodrow Wilson

Democrat elected in 1912,
he sought to bring 
American focus and 
attention back home.

(Wilson won only 41.8% of the total vote in the Election of 1912*)



Wilson’s Psyche
Noted to be “intelligent, but egotistical” and to 

have an “arrogance or smugness” about him 
that was often portrayed as “righteousness”.

As a young man?
Dressy
Loud

Light-Hearted…



VICTOR HUGO

“There is one thing stronger than all of the armies in 
the world, and that is an idea whose time has come.”



The United States
Since 1865:

One of the wealthiest nations in the world.

A production powerhouse.
(Leading the world in coal, wheat, foodstuffs…)

Reached a population of 75m (1900), larger than 
any nation in Europe except Russia.



“War is no longer Samson with his shield and spear 
and sword, or David with his sling.

 It is the conflict of smoke stacks now…”

What is meant by this quote when referring to war?

War…
Was becoming modernized

Was becoming deadly



The Great War

36m casualties
 (Ranked at 6 on the Top 10 Deadliest Conflicts in human history.)

157,500,000 casualties would result from World 
War I and its ripple effect throughout history.



World War I
M.A.I.I.N

Militarism

Alliance System

Industrialization
Imperialism

Nationalism



Modern Warfare



Gas Attacks



Chlorine Gas



Modern Weapons…



Old Tactics









So, what was the immediate cause of World War !?



Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand

Heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary
Assassinated by Gavrilo Princip of Serbia results 

in the Alliance System taking actions.







“If Italy or Germany was attacked by France, each 
would aid the other. If Austria was attacked by 

Russia, Italy would remain neutral, although 
Austria would aid Italy if she was attacked by 

France. If one of the parties was attacked by two 
or more powers, the other signatories were to 
come to her aid. And, at Italy’s request, both 

Austria and Germany agreed that in no case would
the Treaty operate against Britain, but as the war 

loomed closer these disputes became less 
important as attention focused back to Europe.”





The United States 
& Germany

1785 – 9% German population.
Prussia (Germany) allied with the Union in 1865.
Almost 40% (187,858 of 478,529) of foreign soldiers in 

1865 were German.



The United States 
& Great Britain

Cultural and linguistic ties.
Large Irish population in the US resented the British.

Since 1776: War of 1812, Disputes over trade, GB almost 
allied with Confederates in Civil War.



The United States should….
A.Join the war on the side of the Germans
B. Join the war on the side of Great Britain
C. Remain neutral

Answer: All were logical, but Wilson desired what?
To return interest of the United States homebound. 



SO…
How did the United States, isolated from the world, get dragged

into World War I despite their desire to remain neutral?

1. German unrestricted submarine warfare & U-Boats
2. The Zimmerman Telegram

Answer:



Submarine Warfare
“England controlled the seas. For Germany to 

win, it would have to sink ships…”

“Subs cost lives… surface fleets do not.”





RMS Lusitania

128 American citizens drowned.
Germany backs off unrestricted submarine warfare...

In 1917…

May 7th, 1915



Great Britain & Germany
BOTH nations ignored US decision to remain neutral.

BOTH nations stopped cargo from reaching the other.

GERMANY was the only nation taking life in the process.



The Zimmerman Telegram



We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare.

We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States of America 

neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of 

alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together, 

generous financial support and an understanding on our part that Mexico is

to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The 

settlement in detail is left to you. You will inform the President of the above

most secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the United States of 

America is certain and add the suggestion that he should, on his own 

initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time 

mediate between Japan and ourselves. Please call the President's attention

to the fact that the ruthless employment of our submarines now offers the 

prospect of compelling England in a few months to make peace.”



Why This Would Have 
Failed…

1. Germany had no way to support Mexico 
despite saying so.

2. Mexico would have lost almost immediately.
3. If land was reclaimed, it would have been 

nearly impossible to hold.



“… For the rights of nations great and small and the privilege of 
men everywhere to choose their way of life and of obedience. 

The world must be made safe for democracy.”



Despite the long term and immediate causes that 
led to the start of World War I, how did the 
United States get swept into the conflict? 

Do you believe that the United States had the 
chance to avoid conflict, or, like modern day, do 

you believe it would have been the United States’ 
responsibility to intervene? 

End of Section Thoughts…


