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World History Pre-Test 

What Do You Know About World History? 

 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below the best you can. If you don’t know the answer, 

guess.  

 

1. How many countries are in the World?  ________________ 

 

2. How many World Wars have there been?  ________________ 

 

3. Napoleon was emperor of which country?  ________________ 

 

4. A type of government that is ruled by a king or a queen is called what?     

________________ 

     

5.  Which date came first? 543 BC, or 325 AD? ________________ 

 

6.  Which Enlightenment philosopher promoted the idea of natural rights? 

________________ 

 

7. What is one major religion of the World?  ________________ 

 

8. What is the term to describe the tension between the USSR and the U.S. 

that began after WWII? ________________ 

 

9. The time period where people began make things by machine rather than   

by hand was called: ________________ 

 

10. What country became communist in 1917? ________________ 

 

11. What alliance during WWII consisted of Germany, Japan and Italy? 

________________  

 

12. What was the first country to industrialize? ________________ 

 

13. What country imperialized India? ________________ 

 

 



14. What type of political system promotes government by the people? 

________________ 

 

15. What war was the longest war the U.S. was involved in?  

________________ 

 

16. What is the economic system that promotes economic equality? 

________________ 

 

17. What Revolution inspired the French Revolution? ________________ 

 

18. What is the term to describe when a country takes over another?  

 ________________ 
 

19. What country was created in 1948 as a Jewish homeland?  ________________ 

 

20. Who led the “long march” in China to promote communism?  

________________ 
 

 

Why do you think it’s important to study history? 

________________________________________________________________________
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