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Unit 4 – The Age of Imperialism (1890 – 1913)

Unsolved History: The Death of the USS Maine

(Video Questions)

Directions: Complete the following as you watch the video, “Unsolved History: The Death of the USS Maine.”

1. Why did President McKinley send the battleship Maine to Cuba in 1898?

2. How did the American “yellow press” misrepresent the Maine disaster?

3. What did the Sampson Report of 1898 conclude had happened to the Maine?

4. What conclusion did the 1911 Army Engineer research team draw regarding the fate of the Maine?

5. What was one reason the 1974 Rickover inquiry panel used to discount the belief that a mine had destroyed the Maine?

6. According to the Rickover research, what caused the explosion of the Maine?

7. What was the purpose of conducting the test with the steel bulkhead wall and the fire?

8. Why did the team use the same type of steel and rivets used in the construction of the Maine for this experiment?

9. According to Otto Jons, what caused Section 1 of the hull to be bent back inside the ship?

10. According to the conclusions drawn by the producers of this program, what really happened to the Maine?

11. Besides honoring those who died in February 1898, why should we care what blew up the Maine one hundred years after the fact?

