
US History EL – Week 1 Assignment 
Mr. Sundquist        Student Name:       
U.S. History EL       Period 5 

Directions: 

Read Program 156 called ‘Wilson is Reelected in 1916.’  

Define the key terms: 

Nationalists    Neutrality   Treaties   Central Powers 

 Allies     fierce    Blockade     Reforms 

List in your own words three important details from the audio/reading: 

 

Answer the following critical thinking question: 

Program 156: After winning reelection in 1916, I predict Wilson could not keep the United States out of World 

War One because _____________________________        

            _.   

For example, __     _____________________________________.   

Also, _________________________________________________________________________. 

Read Program 157 called ‘Right is more precious than Peace’: U.S. enters World War One 

Define the key terms: 

 Conflict    Battlefront   Starvation   Kaiser    

Arm (not the body part)  Algonquin   Declaration   Council 

Answer the following critical thinking question: 

Program 157: Congress gave Wilson new ___________ powers. Wilson then formed 3 new things.  

1) ______________ to build ships, improve industrial production, and control national transportation.  

2) _____________     ___________ to increase food production and food exports.  

3) _____________ Committee to build public support for the war.  

Do you feel these were successful in helping defeat the Germans? (Yes/No) Provide one reason why:   
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Program 156: Wilson Is Re-elected in 1916 on a Promise: 'He Kept 
Us Out of War!' 

 

In 1914, Europe exploded into flames as World War One began. It was a war no nation really wanted. But no 

nation seemed able to stop it. 

The assassination of Austria's Archduke Franz Ferdinand in the city of Sarajevo was the spark that set off the 

explosion. 

I'm Kay Gallant. Today, Harry Monroe and I tell about the war and how it affected the United States and 

President Woodrow Wilson. The Austrian Archduke was murdered by Serbian nationalists. They opposed 

Austrian control of their homeland. After the assassination, Austria declared war on Serbia. One of Serbia's 

allies was Russia. Russia agreed to help Serbia in any war against Austria. 

Austria had allies, too. The most important was Germany. Germany wanted Russia to stay out of the war. When 

Russia refused, Germany declared war on Russia. Then Germany declared war on Russia's close ally, France. 

Britain entered the war a few days later when Germany violated the neutrality of Belgium. One nation after 

another entered the conflict to protect its friends or to honor its treaties. Within a week, most of Europe was at 

war. 

On one side were the Central Powers: Germany and Austria-Hungary. On the other side were the Triple Entente 

Allies: France, Britain, and Russia. Many other nations took sides. Bulgaria and Turkey joined the Central 

Powers. Italy, Romania, Portugal, and Greece joined the Allies. The United States hoped to stay out of the war.  

President Wilson immediately declared American neutrality. He said: "It is a war with which we have nothing to 

do, whose causes cannot touch us." 

Most Americans agreed with President Wilson. They did not want to get involved in the fighting. However, 

many found it difficult to remain neutral in their hearts. Some Americans had family roots in Germany. They 

supported the Central Powers. A greater number of Americans had family roots in Britain or France. They 

supported the Allies. 

Yet the official American policy was neutrality. The United States planned to continue to trade with both sides. 

Germany and Austria expected a quick victory in the war. They were caught between two powerful enemies: 

Russia and France. But German military leaders were not worried. They had a battle plan they were sure would 

succeed. 

The German generals planned to strike quickly at France with most of the German army. They expected to 

defeat France in a short time and then turn to fight Russia. In this way, the German army would not have to 

fight both enemies at the same time. At first, the plan worked. Two million German soldiers swept across 

Belgium and into France. They rushed forward toward Paris, hoping for a fast victory. But the German 

commanders made a mistake. They pushed their men too fast. When British and French forces struck back -- 

outside Paris -- the tired and worn German soldiers could not hold their positions. 

The battle was fierce and unbelievably bloody. In the end, the Germans were forced to withdraw. 

The German withdrawal gave the allies time to prepare strong defenses. There was no chance now for a quick 

German victory. Instead, it would be a long war, with Germany and Austria facing enemies on two sides. Britain 
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and France were on the West. Russia was on the East. The Allies took immediate steps to reduce Germany's 

trade with the rest of the world. The British navy began seizing war supplies found on neutral ships sailing 

toward German ports. It then expanded its efforts to block food exports to Germany. 

The blockade by Britain and the other allies was very successful. Germany faced possible starvation. Its navy 

was not strong enough to break the blockade with surface ships. Its only hope was to break the blockade with 

another naval weapon: submarines. 

Germany announced that it would use its submarines to sink any ship that came near the coast of Britain. The 

threat included ships from neutral nations that tried to continue trading with the Allies. The United States and 

other neutral nations immediately protested the German announcement. They said it was a clear violation of 

international law. 

When a German submarine sank a British ship in the Irish Sea, one of the victims was an American citizen. A few 

weeks later, an American oil ship was damaged during a sea battle between British navy ships and a German 

submarine. Then came the most serious incident of all. It involved a British passenger ship called the Lusitania. 

The Lusitania was sailing from New York City to Britain when it was attacked by a German submarine. The 

Lusitania sank in 18 minutes. One thousand two hundred persons were killed. One hundred twenty-nine were 

Americans. The sinking of the Lusitania shocked and horrified the American people. They called it mass murder. 

They turned against Germany. President Wilson warned that he might declare war on Germany, if Germany 

continued to sink civilian ships. 

Germany did not want war with the United States. It already faced a strong fight against the European Allies. It 

promised not to sink any more civilian ships without warning. And it offered regrets for the Lusitania incident. 

President Wilson accepted Germany's apology. Like most Americans, he hoped to stay out of the bloody 

European struggle. And he also knew that the record of the Allies was not completely clean. 

For example, he was troubled by reports of mass hunger in Germany. He and other Americans felt the British 

food blockade was cruel. They also were shocked by the way British forces brutally crushed a rebellion in 

Ireland at the time. 

Most of all, the American people were sickened by reports of what was happening on the battlefields of Europe. 

The armies were using poison gas and other terrible weapons. Soldiers on both sides were dying by the millions. 

The war had become a bloodbath. The United States had a presidential election in 1916. President Wilson won 

the nomination of the Democratic Party to seek re-election. Democrats around the country shouted their 

support with these words: "He kept us out of war!"  Wilson himself did not like the words. He felt it raised false 

hopes. But people continued to say it, because they did not want war. The Republican Party nominated 

Supreme Court Justice Charles Evans Hughes as its candidate for president. Hughes was a moderate Republican. 

He supported a number of social reforms. 

Like Wilson, Hughes promised to keep the United States neutral. However, one of his supporters was former 

President Theodore Roosevelt. And Roosevelt called for strong American policies that could lead to war. 

Roosevelt's words led many Americans to see Wilson as the candidate of peace....and Hughes as the candidate 

of war. Voting in the presidential election was very close.  At first, it seemed Hughes had won. He went to bed 

on election night believing he would be America's next president. But voting results later that night confirmed 

Wilson as the winner. The election was so close the Republicans did not accept defeat for two weeks. 
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Woodrow Wilson had won another term. During that term, he would find it increasingly difficult to honor the 

words of the campaign: "He kept us out of war!" Finally, he would find it impossible. The United States entered 

World War One while Woodrow Wilson was president. 

 

 

 

Program 157 - ‘Right is more Precious Than Peace’: U.S. Enters 

World War 1 

There was one main issue in America's presidential election of 1916: war. Europe was in the middle of what is 

now remembered as World War One. It was the bloodiest conflict the world had ever known. 

Most Americans wanted no part of the struggle in Europe. They supported their country's official position: 

neutrality. This desire was the main reason President Woodrow Wilson won re-election. People gave Wilson 

their votes, because they hoped he would continue to keep America out of war. 

I'm Maurice Joyce. Today, Larry West and I tell more about Wilson's presidency. Like most Americans, Woodrow 

Wilson did not want war. He feared that entering the conflict would cost the United States many lives. Wilson 

read the reports from European battlefields. The news was unbelievably terrible. By the end of 1916, several 

million men had been killed, wounded, or captured. 

At the Battle of Verdun, French forces stopped a German attack. 

The cost was high on both sides. More than seven hundred thousand soldiers were killed, wounded, or 

captured. The Battle of the Somme followed.  Britain lost sixty thousand men on the first day. By the time the 

battle was over, losses for both sides totaled more than a million. 

Germany also was at war on its eastern border, with Russia. Losses on that battlefront, too, totaled more than a 

million men. At the time of America's presidential election in 1916, Germany seemed to be winning the war. Its 

losses were terrible. But the losses of its enemies -- The Allies -- were even worse. German forces occupied 

much of northern France and almost all of Belgium. German and Austrian soldiers also held parts of Russia, 

Italy, Romania, and Serbia. 

Germany was winning on the battlefield. The Allies were winning at sea. A British blockade cut off almost all 

German trade with the rest of the world. Even food shipments were blocked. As a result, Germany faced mass 

starvation. It urgently needed to break the blockade and get food. This situation finally forced Germany to make 

the decision that would bring the United States into the war. 

It decided to use its submarines to break the British blockade. The submarines would attack any ships that came 

near Britain or other parts of Europe. This included ships from neutral countries, like the United States. 

Earlier, Germany had made a promise to the United States. Its submarines would not attack civilian ships unless 

warning was given and the lives of those on the ships were saved. Now Germany was withdrawing that promise. 

It said unrestricted submarine warfare would begin immediately. 
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German ruler Kaiser Wilhelm said: "If Wilson wants war, let him make it, and let him then have it. "President 

Wilson immediately broke diplomatic relations with Germany. He still hoped the two nations would not go to 

war. He left that decision to Germany. If German submarines sank American ships, Wilson would have no choice 

but to declare war. 

Most American shipping companies feared attack by German submarines. Throughout the early part of 1917, 

they kept their ships in home ports. They wanted protection. So they asked for permission to arm their ships. At 

first, President Wilson refused to seek such permission from Congress. He did not want to do anything that 

might cause Germany to declare war. Then he received secret news from Britain. 

British agents had gotten a copy of a telegram from Germany's foreign minister to Germany's ambassador in 

Mexico. The telegram said Germany was planning hostile acts against the United States. Wilson acted quickly. 

He began putting guns and sailors on American trade ships. It did not take long for the worst to happen. Within 

days, a German submarine sank an unarmed American ship, the Algonquin. Then three more American ships 

were sunk. Many lives were lost. 

President Wilson no longer had a choice between war and peace. There would be war. Wilson called a special 

session of Congress. Members of both the Senate and house of representatives gathered in one room. They 

stood as the president walked quickly to the front. He stood silent for a moment before speaking. This is what 

he said: 'I fully understanding the serious step I am taking, I advise that the Congress declare the recent acts of 

the German government to be, in fact, nothing less than war against the United States. 

"It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war. But right is more precious than peace. And we 

will fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts -- for democracy, for the rights and 

liberties of small nations, and for the belief that a worldwide union of free people can bring peace and safety to 

all nations. "President Wilson's emotional speech brought tears to the eyes of many of the lawmakers. They felt 

the great seriousness of his request. 

Outside, crowds lined the street to cheer Wilson as he returned to the White House from the Capitol Building. 

He sat in his car and shook his head sadly. "Think of what it is they are cheering," he said. "My message today 

was a message of death for our young men. How strange it seems they would cheer that." 

On April sixth, 1917, Congress approved a declaration of war against Germany. The Allies -- Britain, France and 

Russia -- welcomed American involvement. 

The war was going badly for them. It had been very costly in lives, money, and supplies. Allied shipping was 

suffering heavy losses from German submarine attacks. A British naval blockade had greatly reduced food 

shipments to Germany. Now, Britain itself faced dangerously low supplies of food. 

Allied representatives went to Washington to explain what The Allies needed. They needed supplies -- especially 

food -- immediately. They needed money to pay for the supplies. They needed ships to get the supplies from 

America to Europe. And they needed American soldiers. President Wilson and Congress worked together to 

organize the United States for war. Congress gave Wilson new wartime powers. He soon formed a council to 

build ships, improve industrial production, and control national transportation. He formed an agricultural 

agency to increase food production and food exports. And he formed an information committee to build public 

support for the war. 
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Wilson's efforts succeeded. The Allies quickly got the ships, supplies, and money they requested. Most 

important, they soon got American soldiers. Allied military leaders said only about a half-million troops were 

needed from the United States. But American officials decided to build a much larger army. Before long, large 

numbers of American soldiers were crossing the Atlantic Ocean. They would fight the Germans at the western 

battlefronts of Europe. 

The extra strength they gave the Allies would play a major part in helping defeat Germany 


