Mr. Turner’s Speech and Debate Class Syllabus and Course Outline
Introduction:


In Speech and Debate, students will learn how to write, organize, prepare, and deliver quality public speeches. Students will study how to actively persuade, inspire, inform, and engage an audience through the art of public speaking. We will begin by studying the fundamentals of public communication. Next we will learn how to speak articulately when one has time for adequate preparation. Students will also learn to think quickly and speak with little preparation. Finally, students will learn how to argue their points effectively through debate. It is my hope and expectation that students acquire the skills necessary to communicate in a public setting for years to come.

Course Requirements:

1. Prepared Public Speeches: Students will be required to write numerous persuasive speeches, informative speeches, and after dinner speeches. Students will learn how to memorize speeches quickly and deliver them effectively.

2. Limited Preparation Speeches: Students will learn the art of Impromptu and Extemporaneous Speaking. In these genres, students will learn to think quickly and deliver a speech with very little preparation.
3. Parliamentary Debate: Students will learn about current events and how to debate both sides of an issue in an organized format. Students are expected to do this respectively without letting arguments get personal.

Grading Scale

A=90%-100%

B=80%-89%

C=70%-79%

D=60%-69%

F=59% and Below

Classroom Learning Environment:

In order to maintain a positive learning environment, classroom procedures must be followed at all times.

Classroom Rules:

1. Treat others with respect

2. Allow the teacher to teach, and the other students to learn

3. Be in your seat when the bell rings.

4. Bring your materials to class. Turn in your work on time. Full credit will not be given for late work.

5. Use appropriate school language and volume. Raise your hand before speaking.

6. If you do not understand something, ask for help.

Consequences for poor behavior:

1. Seating chart changes

2. Detention

3. Behavior Contracts

4. Parent Contacts

5. Discipline Referral

6. Suspension from class

Late Work/Absences:


It is the STUDENT’S REPONSIBILITY to come to me after missing class to discuss makeup work, which they will of course be given. Students have the number of days they missed to make up an assignment. In terms of late work, it will only be accepted up to 1 WEEK after the due date, and the assignment will lose 10 percentage points per day.

Mr. Turner’s Contact Information:

1. Phone Number: 559-665-8070 Extension 729

2. Email: TurnerW@Chowkids.com
Wilson Middle School Speech Team:

There will be opportunities throughout the year to attend and compete against other schools in speech tournaments. Due to the fact that there are limits on the number of students allowed to enter per school, decisions will have to be made if there are more volunteers than I am allowed to enter. These decisions will be made by me based on two factors only: work ethic and competition.

I look forward to a wonderful school year here at Wilson Middle School. My door is always open to help and answer questions. Please feel free to contact me anytime throughout the year with questions, comments, and concerns. I promise to always put the students first, and I am excited to start the school year. Please sign and return the lower portion of the syllabus and course outline indicating that you have read and gone over this syllabus and course outline with your student.
Sincerely,

Bill Turner

History and Public Speaking Teacher
Wilson Middle School

___________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand Mr. Turner’s classroom policies, requirements, and expectations.

Student Signature:

Parent Signature:

