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THE PROMPT: How did/does your 1920s research topic affect the meaning of The Great Gatsby? Make significant connections between your topic’s influence on the time period and important elements in the novel (such as characterization, plot, setting, theme and/or symbolism.)
Introduction: Strong topic sentence, introduce the concept of the Roaring Twenties/the Modern Age/the Era of Innovation. Mention how your topic helped create and mold the 1920s; what role it played. Reference (not in high detail, save that for body paragraphs) your FOUR sources and how they help clarify your topic. Conclude with a strong thesis statement regarding how your topic influenced/molded/directed the creation or the reception of The Great Gatsby. Tell why it is significant to United States history or modern-day ideas. Thesis must be underlined.

Introduction Should Include: 
1. Topic sentence which is a Universal Statement/Overarching Statement that gets the reader’s attention.
2. Statements/Comments of Importance, Relevance or Interest (regarding research topic, leading towards the thesis) Could be reasons why the topic is relevant/significant within the 1920s or the Modern Era.
3. Connections to The Great Gatsby (somehow, there’s a connection). Be sure to credit the author, F. Scott Fitzgerald, title (in italics), genre (novel), and gist of the novel in your introduction as well. 
4. Reference your other three sources throughout (incorporate them where relevant), this will equal four sources (you may use more).
5. Conclude with a thesis statement (the point you wish to make). Underline THE THESIS.

IMPORTANT RULES:

· Use 3rd person point of view. Do NOT use 1st person (I, me, my) or 2nd person (you, your).

· The book title should always be in italics, i.e. The Great Gatsby, not in quotations or underlined.

· Never start a sentence with a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, so)
· Do not use contractions (i.e.  don’t( do not / couldn’t( could not) or any type of abbreviation.

· Use formal, academic language. Eliminate slang and clichéd expressions.

· Thesis must have a claim, rationale, qualification, and be a complex sentence (having a dependent clause along with an independent clause).
· Eliminate run-on sentences by using a semi-colon to combine two sentences on related topics.
Introduction culminating in a thesis statement; typed using MLA format; 1 to 2-pages. 

Draft of Intro due: Monday, May 22 / Typed draft of first 3 paragraphs due next Tuesday, May 23  
