
LAW BOOK 
ANSWERS



The Legislative Branch
1. What is the main job performed by the legislative branch?
The legislative branch makes laws.

2. What does bicameral mean?
Bicameral means “having two lawmaking parts.” Congress is divided 
into two bodies or houses, the Senate and the House of 
Representatives.

3. What are proposals for new laws called?
Proposals for new laws are called bills.



HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW!
SEPARATION OF POWERS



The Executive Branch
1. What is the main job performed by the executive branch?
The executive branch carries out the laws.

2. What does the president promise to defend when he takes 
the oath of office?
The president promises to defend the Constitution.

3. What do cabinet members do?
Cabinet members are the heads of executive departments 
such as the Food and Drug Administration.



        LIMITED GOVERNMENT



The Judicial Branch
1. What is the main job performed by the judicial branch?
The judicial branch interprets the laws.
2. What different types of courts make up the judicial branch?
The federal court system is made up of the Supreme Court, 
district courts, and appellate courts.
3. What is meant by the term judicial review?
Under judicial review, the Supreme Court has the power to 
review the laws and actions of the executive and legislative 
branches and decide if they are constitutional.



        INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS



Checks and Balances
1. What does the term checks and balances mean?
Check and balances is a system that enables each branch of 
government to block the actions of another branch.

2. Why did the framers feel the need to include checks and 
balances in the
Constitution?
The framers were concerned that one branch would try to 
gain too much power.



        CHECKS AND BALANCES



The Federal System
1. Why did the framers create a federal system of government in which
power is
shared between the national and state governments?
They wanted a strong national government, but with the states 
keeping
significant powers.

2. What is federalism, and why do you think it has caused controversy 
during our
nation’s history?
The constitutional system that divides power between the national and
state governments is called federalism. Controversies over who sets the
rules and has the power to enforce them are natural when power is 
shared by more than one party.





The Amendment Process
1. Why did the framers make it possible to change the 
Constitution?
They knew that the Constitution would have to change with the 
times.

2. What are two pieces of evidence that prove that amending the 
Constitution is “difficult”?
Amendments may be proposed by Congress but only with a two-
thirds vote
of both houses. Amendments must be approved by three fourths
of the
state legislatures.



POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY


