
ICWA Coffee Talk 
Permanency Quality Assurance Team



Agenda

10:00 – 11:00

Panelist Introductions

Participant Instructions

Reminders

PowerPoint

Resource Review

Q&A



~Quick ICWA & MIFPA Reminders~

Can the county agency share confidential
information, documents with a child's 
Tribe? 

• Yes! A tribe cannot make an informed 
decision, support or make 
recommendations regarding a child if 
they do not have all the information in 
which a decision is being based. This 
could include parental confidential 
information as well. (i.e. parent 
treatment plans, parent assessments 
etc.). 

Does the county agency need a “Release 
of Information to share confidential 
information with child's Tribe?”

No! A Release of Information (ROI) is not 
required at any stage of the local social 
services agency's involvement with an 
Indian child, the county agency shall 
provide full cooperation to the tribal 
social services agency, including 
disclosure of all data concerning the 
Indian child...  Tribe(s) are considered 
automatic party in the State of 
Minnesota.

Related statute - Minn. Stat. 260.761 Subd. 2 (d)



ICWA Notice – “Must,” be sent by “certified or 
registered mail.”

MIFPA Notice – “Not” required to 
send by “Certified Mail.”

~Quick ICWA & MIFPA Reminders~



APA Documents Addressing ICWA
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APA Documents Addressing ICWA

• What consultants are looking for: 

• 11/10 Best Interest Factors: how cultural needs are addressed and how the adoptive 
family will connect child to their tribe(s)

• Summary of placement preferences as they pertain to ICWA

• Details regarding inquiry made to tribes and BIA as well as responses from all

• Required language in court orders addressing ICWA efforts that may include responses 
from tribes or qualified expert witnesses
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Best Interest

Best Interests of an Indian Child

• Best interests of an Indian child means compliance with the ICWA 
and the MIFPA to preserve and maintain an Indian child's family. 

• Supports a child’s sense of belonging to family, extended family and 
Tribe

• The best interests of an Indian child are interwoven with the best 
interests of the Indian child’s tribe. 
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Placement Preference - SSIS
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ICWA Adoptive Placement Preferences

Complete the following sections:

• Available ICWA Adoptive 
Placement Preference

• All Available Adoptive 
Placement Type/Settings

• Basis for Good Cause
• If “Good Cause,’ is determined by 

court, provide a “Summary of 
departure from ICWA 
preferences.”

9



ICWA Foster Care and Pre-adoptive Placement Preferences

Complete the following sections:

• Available ICWA Foster Care 
and Pre-adoptive Placement
Preferences

• All Available Placement 
Type/Settings

• Basis for Good Cause
• If “Good Cause,’ is determined by 

court, provide a “Summary of 
departure from ICWA 
preferences.”
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Social & Medical History Document
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Social and Medical History Document:
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• Efforts to Verify American Indian Ancestry
and Notify and Engage Tribe

• Detailed Narrative that describes 
Inquiry 

• All information that is obtained 
regarding any possible connection to 
American Indian Ancestry to assist in 
developing the child’s history / story

This information provides youth the 
opportunity to develop an identity that 
includes any and all connections to their 
ancestry / communities!



 

1. Nationality

2. Race: All that apply

3. N/A, not an 
acceptable answer

4. Doesn’t mean 
ICWA Eligible
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Case Examples

Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs
4/6/2021 14



Case 1

• During APA review of Social & Medical History – bio father part AI (1/4) but 
indicated did not qualify for enrollment in tribe.

• TPR – stated child is not eligible for membership and ICWA does not apply.

• Discovered there was a tribal enrollment card for bio-father.

• Tribal notice sent to the tribe & response received that bio father was 
enrolled, child was ICWA eligible, and tribe wanted to be involved in the 
case. 

• Child was placed with maternal grandmother prior to tribal involvement.  
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Case 1 Continued

• Tribe provided affidavit supportive of OHP but wanted to provide QEW testimony.

• Lack of QEW testimony could invalidate the TPR or foster care placement.

• County stated QEW testimony not necessary for a voluntary TPR.

• DHS did not consider this a voluntary proceeding because Hennepin initiated.
• Child could not be returned at bio mother’s request so it was an involuntary placement & QEW 

testimony needed.

• Determined county would work with tribe to get documentation regarding 
permanency.
• Not just affidavit regarding OHP. 
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Case 2

• During DHS review of APA, discrepant info noted about tribal heritage.

• CHIPS petition & SSIS indicated possible tribal affiliation on paternal side & 
tribe replied child was not eligible.

• TPR stated no one reported any AI heritage.

• Social & Medical History only mentioned two occasions when bio mother 
voiced possible AI affiliation but tribe was unknown.
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Case 2 Continued

• County was advised to send notice to BIA based on bio mother’s reporting of
possible AI Heritage.

• Notice was sent to BIA.

• BIA responded there was insufficient information.

• County sent additional notice to tribe who responded child was not eligible 
for enrollment.

• Ultimately, the finding was still ICWA did not apply, so proceeded with APA 
review.
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Resources
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ICWA and MIFPA Resources

• Indian Child Welfare Act and Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act 
Resources 

• Indian Child Welfare Act/Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act Caseworker 
Checklist (eDocs 5224)

• Indian Child Welfare Act and Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act Desk 
Aid (eDocs 7824)

• What you need to know about the Indian Child Welfare Act and the 
Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act (eDocs 8014A)

• Federal Registrar (link): 
Midwest Region - https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-09155/p-28
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https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/ICWA%20MIPFA%20Resources%2012.2018_tcm1053-363676.pdf
https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/ICWA%20MIPFA%20Resources%2012.2018_tcm1053-363676.pdf
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-5224-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-5224-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7824-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7824-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-8014A-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-8014A-ENG
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/04/30/2020-09155/indian-child-welfare-act-designated-tribal-agents-for-service-of-notice
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-09155/p-28


Permanency Resources

• Adoption Workflow

• Adoption Process Checklist (eDocs 6542)

• Social & Medical History for Child in Foster Care (eDocs 6754A)

• Instructions for Social & Medical History for Child in Foster Care (eDocs 6754) 
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https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&Rendition=Primary&allowInterrupt=1&noSaveAs=1&dDocName=dhs-320398
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6542-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6754A-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6754-ENG


SSIS Resources

• Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and Minnesota Indian Family Preservation 
Act Data Entry in SSIS

• ICWA Eligibility/Determination for Indian Children in SSIS

• ICWA Active Efforts in SSIS

• ICWA Child Custody Proceedings Subfolder in SSIS

4/6/2021 Optional Tagline Goes Here | mn.gov/websiteurl 22

file:///C:\Users\pwemt01\Downloads\ICWA-MIFPA%20Data%20Entry.pdf
file:///C:\Users\pwemt01\Downloads\ICWA-MIFPA%20Data%20Entry.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1NSJ9.xyl1Ri3F2jYfUojwqcE3kdU736n973NXyFbq5vnzfrE/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMwNTYyMiJ9.G60XhrcXcT_XBIv2ELhho94PoMDduwSHv0Bxj1Tzd7w/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1MyJ9.ZpCISfDPf-2WVwm_pI7lnap4AHv5aHmAY6JJb0r8Uok/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l


SSIS Resources

• ICWA Qualified Expert Witness in SSIS

• ICWA Notice of Child Placement Proceeding Chronology Documents

• MIFPA Notice in Chronology Documents

• ICWA/MIFPA Genogram (Tribal Lineage) Notice in Chronology Documents
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1NCJ9.AtP4HGjyQYqOJ1c9DhwrVKNM9Q3IH1DJmMxzcRqZ5dE/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1MiJ9.Ftq2chceykGe8Uf-1f1WjL2ebjdnHE310MkQ24aZS6c/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1MSJ9.54mhk4q4j7SATdxO3_n_ufNVQOBXGRHbJQeto2TP0Es/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvbWFpbi9pZGNwbGc_SWRjU2VydmljZT1HRVRfRklMRSZSZXZpc2lvblNlbGVjdGlvbk1ldGhvZD1MYXRlc3RSZWxlYXNlZCZSZW5kaXRpb249UHJpbWFyeSZhbGxvd0ludGVycnVwdD0xJm5vU2F2ZUFzPTEmZERvY05hbWU9ZGhzLTMxMTY1MCJ9.OAN0VIo4vNqKH9MIrv2jMhh1CuQv-DrhMIYM45bM8SY/s/769756100/br/89908549711-l


Contact Information

• ICWA 
• DHS.ICWA.MIFPA@state.mn.us

• Permanency
• northstar.benefits@state.mn.us

• ICPC
• mn.icpc@state.mn.us

• Title IV-E
• Regional IV-E trainers & map (DHS-

6962)

• Foster Care

• dhs.csp.fostercare@state.mn.us

• MAPCY

• jody.mcelroy@state.mn.us 

• SSIS Help Desk

• dhs.ssishelp@state.mn.us

• Adoption Assistance

• adoption.assistance@state.mn.us
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Thank You!


