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The Qin Dynasty

721 - 206 BCE

he First Emperor of Chind
Qin Shiwangdi




Legalisim was Like Life,
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Strict Laws and Harsh Punishments
= Legalists felt human nature was wicked
- must force people to do good

- government must pass strict laws to control peoples’
behavior

= Believed harsh punishments would make people
afraid to commit crimes
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Quest for Eternal Lif:

After 3 assassination attempts on his life, the Fj

Emperor grew more and more afraid of death, He became
obsessed with finding a magic potion which would afltri\r
him to live forever.

The court doctors and alchemists concocted a numbBér of
potions, many of them containing "quicksilver” (mercury),
which had the ironic effect of hastening the emperor's
death rather than preventing it.

Mercury causes madness and Shi Huangdi was known for
his bizarre actions and paranocia after he began taking
these potions. He built 200 secret tunnels connecting his
homes and palace, and always traveled in a series of
identical carriages. He also began fishing with his hands
while standing in the middle of streams.




The End of the Qin Dynasty

« After Qin died the
empire fell apart

s broke out

= In 206 B.C.E Liu
Bang, a peasant
leader eseablished
the Han dynascy.
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THE H-IST ORY
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He burned scrolls
Aol textbooks
Scholarvs were furious
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