
The Enlightenment Philosophers
and their theme songs

Cause and Effect Historic Thinking Skill
The Scientific Revolution leads to---

Enlightenment which leads to the US and French Revolutions

10.2.1 Compare the major ideas of 
philosophers and their effects on 
the democratic revolutions in 
England the US France and Latin 
America

Students will be able to:

Define the Scientific Revolution.
Compare the Enlightenment 
Philosophers 

Scientific Revolution Enlightenment US Revolution and 
French Revolution



EQ. What was the Enlightenment and who 
were the main thinkers?



            What was the 
Scientific Revolution?

• 1500’s and 1600’s 

• “Natural Law”—laws discovered by reason
• Laws of Physics
• Gravity
• Magnetism
• Small pox vaccine



Some “thinkers” start to apply ideas of    
REASON in science to human behavior
• This general time period is called the Enlightenment



The Enlightenment Thinkers
Thomas Hobbes
• #1 Thomas Hobbes
• From England. Wrote the Leviathan
• Main Idea:  People are basically bad, cruel, greedy and selfish
• People need a Social Contract







What is Hobbes Theme song if he lived in th 
1970’s? You’re no good!



Enlightenment Philosopher #2 John Locke

John Locke:
English
Book: The Two Treatises on Government
Main Ideas: You have NATURAL RIGHTS-Life, liberty and property
AND the right to rebel if the government isn’t treating you right.

Best Government?  By the citizens.

If he had a theme song, it would be?
Treat me right by Pat Benatar
Favorite Band? Rage against the Machine.





John Locke—Lost. “Don’t tell me what I can 
and can’t do!”



Voltaire

• French
• Main Ideas: 
a. The right to think, is the most
     Important right. 
b. Freedom of religion—no one religion is right!
c. Freedom of speech
Books: (15 plus)
Candide (novel)
History of Philosophy



Theme Songs?

• Losing my religion-REM
• Think-Aretha Franklin



Jean Jacque Rousseau

• French 
• Main Idea: People are born good, but 

society corrupts them
• Quote :“Man was born free but 

everywhere is in chains”

• “Tabla Rasa”-  Blank Slate (Aristotle AND 
Rousseau)
• Theme song??



Baron Von Montesquieu

French Judge

Main ideas: Separation of Powers 
and Checks and Balances.



Mary Wollestonecraft

• English author
• “I do not wish them [women] to have 

power over men; but over themselves.”
• Famous Work: Vindication of the Rights of

Women

• Main Idea: Society is wasting its assets by 
keeping women in a subservient role.



Section 2.1
pp54-59 Philosophy in the Age of Reason Terms
• Terms: 
• 1. Scientific Revolution
• 2. Immanuel Kant
• 3. Thomas Hobbes (2)
• 4. John Locke(2)
• 5. Natural Rights
• 6. Voltaire(2)
• 7. Montesquieu(2)
• 8. Diderot
• 9. Rousseau(2)
• 10. Wollstonecraft
• 11. Laissez Faire
• 12. Adam Smith(2)





Philosophers Cartoon 30 points
• Step 1. Put the 6 philosophers in a modern setting and TITLE the paper with 

Philosophers________ 5 points
• Step 2. Draw stick figures and have them with cartoon bubbles expressing their 

philosophy as they participate in the activity. 15 points
• Step 3 LABEL each philosopher with a key. 
• R-Rousseau
• V Voltaire
•  L Locke H Hobbes 
• W Wollestonecraft 
• M Montesquieu 
Example:
 5 Points








