Coat of Arms – Project

Heraldry

Heraldry began as badges of recognition.  The symbols, which are called charges, were first painted on the shields of knights during the twelfth century.  The custom spread during the Crusades and became popular in tournaments where knights, unrecognizable in full armor, gathered to fight.  In time, combinations of symbols came to be known as a family’s coat of arms.  Coats of arms to this day are handed down from father to son. 

Lions were a favorite charge (symbol) in English heraldry, while fleur-de-lis was popular in France.  Other popular charges were eagles, unicorns, and dragons, along with a variety of birds, fish, seashells, leaves, trees, and flowers.  Inanimate objects such as castles, towers, tools, keys and musical instruments were also used.

Heraldry had a practical side, also.  Popular during a period of history when leaders in battle could not be identified because of their armor, the symbols on their shields made them recognizable.  Coats of arms displayed on flags or banners from a nobleman’s castle were used to indicate that he was in residence, and in death his coat of arms often marked his tomb.  Coats of arms were also carved into rings.  This symbol when pressed into soft wax was used almost as a signature for identification purposes and as a seal for documents.  The French did much in organizing the science of heraldry, and the standard colors used in heraldry are known by their Old French names.  The names of seven colors, called tinctures, used in heraldry are:  white or silver, gold (yellow), blue, red, black, green, and purple.  

The Language of Heraldry
Heraldic Colors:
Yellow or Gold - Generosity
White or Silver - Peace & Sincerity
Black - Constancy (& sometimes Grief)
Blue - Loyalty & Truthfulness
Red - Military Fortitude & Magnanimity
Green - Hope, Joy & sometimes Loyalty
Purple - Royal Majesty, Sovereignty & Justice

Heraldic Animals:
Bear - Protectiveness
Bee - Industriousness
Camel - Perseverance
Dog - Loyalty
Double Eagle & Eagle - Leadership & Decisiveness
Dragon - Defender of Treasure
Falcon or Hawk - Eagerness
Fox - Cleverness
Griffin (part eagle, part lion) - Bravery
Horse - Readiness to Serve
Lion - Courage
Pelican - Generosity & Devotion
Raven - Constancy
Snake - Ambition
Stag, Elk or Deer - Peace & Harmony
Tiger - Fierceness & Valor
Unicorn - Extreme courage
Wolf - Constant Vigilance

Heraldic Symbols:
Axe - Dutiful
Bridge - (signifies a governor or magistrate)
Crescent - Enlightenment
Crosses - Christian sentiments
Crown - Authority
Fire - Zeal
Flaming Heart - Passion
Fleur-de-lis (stylized Iris flower) - Purity (associated with France)
Hand - Faith, Sincerity & Justice
Heart - Sincerity
Horns & Antlers - Fortitude
Lightning - Decisiveness
Moon - Serenity
Oyster Shell - Traveler
Ring - Fidelity
Scepter - Justice
Star - Nobility
Sun - Glory
Sword - Warlike
Tower or Castle - Fortitude & Protectiveness

Common Design Features (heraldic terminology):
Bend - a diagonal stipe
Chevron - an upside-down "V" or “Y”
Chief - broad stripe across top of shield


Other important design details:
Besides simple fields of color, a coat of arms may contain other design motifs, such as checkerboards, polka dots, or fur patterns. One traditional design rule is that two solid-color fields shouldn't appear side by side unless one of the two is "metallic". Even this "rule" has been broken by many famous and historical coats of arms. 
Directions :

Part 1 - You will be creating your own coat of arms.

· Select a pattern you want to use.

· Think of a design for your coat of arms: you will draw a symbol to represent you.  It could be an animal (real or mythical), a hobby (like playing a musical instrument, reading); it could one of the birth order symbols, initials 
· You must use only the original colors used in the Middle Ages: red, blue, green, purple, black, white, gold, silver.  NO OTHER COLORS ALLOWED.

· Glue your coat of arms to construction paper and cut it out. Include: name, date, period ON THE BACK

Part 2 – Write a 1-paragraph essay describing the symbols, pattern, and colors you used in creating your coat of Arms.  How does this coat of arms represent who you are?  What do the symbols and colors mean to you?

· Your paragraph must be typed.

· Your paragraph must be double-spaced.

· You must have a title

· Glue your paragraph to construction paper  (** No construction paper?  I will give you some!)
DUE DATE: _______________________________________

Name _______________________________

Date ______________Period_____

	Coat of Arms Rubric


	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Was it turned in on time? 5 Points Max
	5 (Yes)   (0) No
	

	Name, date and period? (back)

3 Points Max
	3 (yes)    (2) name, date       (1) name  (0) no
	

	Is it neat? 4 Points Max
Hint: USE A RULER!
	(4) Yes!  Looks great, you took your time  

(3) Somewhat neat but still looks good 

(2) Take more time, you rushed  

(1) Not enough effort


	

	Did you use the original colors of the Middle Ages?

3 Points Max
	3 (Yes)

1 (Used 1 or more colors not used in the Middle Ages)

0 (No, all the colors used were not of the 7 original colors of the Middle Ages)
	

	Did you select a symbol(s) from the list or came up with one of your own?  2 Points Max
	2 (Yes) a symbol was used.

0 (No) no symbols were used.
	

	Paragraph name, date, period?  1 Point Max
	1 (Yes)    0 (No)
	

	Title 1 Point Max
	1 (Yes)   0  (No)
	

	Is it typed?  5 Points
	5 (Yes)  0 (No)
	

	Is it double-spaced? 2 Points
	2 (Yes)  0 (No)
	

	Did you check you spelling and grammar? 3 Points Max
	3 (Great job checking your work!  No spelling errors made)

2 (Good job…but some errors were made)

1 (Oops…forgot to check your work, too many errors made)


	

	Did you explain what the symbol (s) mean? 3 Points Max
	3 (Great job! You clearly explained what the symbols mean)

2 (Good job…but could have used more information)

0  (Oops…forgot to explain your symbols)
	

	Did you explain what the colors you chose mean to you? 3 Points Max
	3 (Great job! You clearly explained what the symbols mean)

2 (Good job…but could have used more information)

0  (Oops…forgot to explain your colors)
	

	Total points
	35
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