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~ Based from an article by Chauncey Monte-Sano



There’s a way for students to
achieve the thinking, reading,
writing and history expectations
laid out in the common core.



No Child Left Behind has profoundly limited the teaching
of history over the past 10 years.

Now, the Common Core
State Standards offers an
opportunity to reverse this
decline by giving history a
more prominent place in
the school curriculum
alongside literacy goals.




Common Core standards state
that students in grades 6-12
“have to become adept at
gathering information,
evaluating sources, and citing
material accurately, reporting
findings from their research
and analysis of sources in a
clear and cogent manner”



NAEP (National Assessment of
Educational Progress) found that

88% of 12th graders could not |

“communicate reasoned
interpretations of past events, using
historical evidence effectively to
support their positions”

83% of 8th graders did not meet a
similar expectation in history.




NAEP exam asked 12th graders to read two primary sources and
“explain how events of the Second World War inspired many
African-Americans to argue for civil rights at home.”

Only 22% of 12t graders made a connection between the war
and civil rights for African- Americans at home while referencing
the sources.



NAEP writing exam presents comparable, if equally
disheartening, results.

Only 24% of 12th graders and 33% of 8th graders are

“competent” writers



Given the Common Core’s emphasis
on thinking and literacy in history, this
is a good time to think strategically
about what we can do to support
students’ development as thinkers and
writers.

These two challenges don’t have to be
addressed piecemeal or added to the
long list of demands facing schools.




One thing is clear: Students don’t improve when they practice
writing without feedback or explicit instruction, or if they only
experience lecture and textbook exercises.
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Instead, when students are explicitly taught arcumentative
writing at the same time that they're involved in doing history,

they improve.
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What does this mean
and what does it look like in classrooms?



Doing history means letting students experience the
interpretive nature of history by giving them opportunities:

to read historical sources
consider multiple perspectives

evaluate the reliability of sources

Ve BN atEN/ AN

construct their own interpretations or arguments about
the past based on this evidence.



Present history as an inquiry- oriented subject by posing
central questions that can be answered in multiple ways
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Central questions
can guide a single
lesson or a series of
lessons. One
successful teacher
used central questions
to guide individual
lessons such as

“Who is the savage!”



Questions can range from the
concrete,
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“Did Pocahontas rescue John Smith? §

— to the more abstract —

“Electricity and women’s
work: Who really

benefited, and when?”
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Another successful teacher, Mr. Lyle,
focused an entire semester on one
question:

Why did the Civil War happen?!

After exploring the realities of the Civil War, Lyle used three units

»the American Revolution
»the opponents and defenders of slavery
» Westward expansion and sectionalism

to investigate why the Civil War happened.
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Asking questions is a start, but we must also give students a
chance to investigate by structuring opportunities to read
historical sources that present multiple perspectives.



To support students’ reading, Lyle taught them to write. He
pushed students to be active readers and to interact with text
by requiring them to annotate every reading. This included:
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In other readings, the teacher used SOAPS questions (i.e.,
questions that ask about the subject, occasion, audience,
purpose and speaker) with many document sets to help

students recognize authors’ intentions, and to consider who

might have heard or read the text originally.

Analyzing Primary Sources using SOAPS!

Directions: Using the supplied primary document, answer the following questions in the graphic organizer below.

Subject

Occasion

Audience

Purpose

Speaker

e Whatis the topic or idea
being addressed in this
source?

e What s the time and

place that this source
comes from?

e What historical events

occurred during this time
period?

* Whois the document

being written for?

* Who does the writer or
artist want to read, see,

or hear this document?

Why would the author
write this piece?

e What did they hope to

accomplish in this
letter/speech [cartoon?

* What kind of argumentis | e

the speaker making - are
they supporting
something, trying to
change something, or
explaining something?

* Who is the author or

creator of the
document?

e Whatis his or her

occupation?
What is his or her
historical significance?
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One easily accessible resource, “Historical Thinking Matters”,
offers ways to structure students’ reading of historical sources
so they can comprehend and analyze.
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Welcome to Historical Thinking J== * w
Matters, a website focused on key . /

topics in U.S. history, that '_s_des’Q"EU spanish american war An introduction to the site's approach
to teach students how to critically ] using documents to explore conflicting
read primary. sources and how to m accounts of the 1775 Lexington Green
critique and construct historical scopes trial = ; skirmish

narratives. Read how to use this
site.

] \\ﬂ'hy historical thinking matters

teacher materials & strategies
student investigations

Resources for instructors, pre-service
teachers and teacher-educators offering

Four investigations of central topics

from post-civil war U.S. history, with classroom materials and strategies,
activities that foster historical examples of student and teacher work,
thinking and encourage students to and supplementary sources

form reasoned conclusions about the
past



Stanford University’s “Reading Like a Historian” curriculum
engages students in historical inquiry. Each lesson revolves around

a central historical question and features sets of primary documents
designed for groups of students with diverse reading skills and
abilities.
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The Reading Like a Historian curriculum engages
students in historical inquiry. Each lesson

World History Lessons . L B revoives around a central historical question and
* features sets of primary documents designed for
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“SAS Curriculum Pathways” is a free resource for teachers and
their students. Allowing teachers to bring high quality
educational technology into their lessons.
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A natural next step is to discuss inquiry
questions and relevant historical sources
in small groups or as a whole class.



Another free resource for teachers to start a group discussion is
Poll Everywhere. Let’s try it!

@ Poll Everywhere Plans & Pricing Take a tour Help & FAQ Login signup

Use yourphone
to text a vote
now!
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Teach argumentative writing

Giving students opportunities to do history can expand their
view of history and prime them for learning how to
communicate arguments in writing.
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Explain to students what an argumentative essay should
include.

In other words, make your expectations explicit. This can be
done with a visual display (e.g., an outline) that follows a
specific format, or a representation of what makes an ideal
essay.



Provide explicit
instruction in
particular aspects of
writing and show
them what good
writing looks like.

Sample Persuasive Essay

To Drill or Not to Drill? |

The writer
includes a titie

g — The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is home to caribou,
The writer

issue. — and migratory birds. Leaders in the oil industry believe —
the refuge is the perfect site for the "environmentally
sensitive exploration” of oil. Environmentalists are

wondering: What will become of the wildlife?

President George W. Bush, oil-industry leaders and others
believe that Americans will benefit from the oil that lies —
under the snow-filled surface of the refuge. In their
opinion, the oil will help reduce high fuel prices and —
decrease our need for oil from other countries.

[ I believe the cost of such drilling is too high. | agree with —
The writer environmentalists who fear that drilling will disturb the
provides migration of more than 130,000 caribou. Each spring, the _|
factsto <« caribou travel 400 miles to give birth on the coastal plain.
support his x
b In this area of the refuge, there are fower predators. In
opinion. addition, experts say that the cil in the area adds up to

~ less than a six-month supply. Is such a small amount of oil
worth the risk drilling poses to these animals?

The writer Americans are the largest consumers of oil. Instead of

provides a < drilling for oil, we should decrease our need for foreign
suggestion

about how — Oilsimply by using less. We must all work together to cut |
ta solve the back on the oil we use in order to preserve the wildlife
problem. of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
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in the form of
a question.

sets up the ‘—{ moose, musk oxen, wolves, foxes, grizzlies, polar bears T»* The writer briefly

states the
different opinions
on the issue or
topic.

The wrter

B explains the

opposing
viewpoint.

The writer
explains his

™™ or her opinion.

The writer ends
his or her paper

_» with an appeal

to the reader to
help soive the
probiem.



Learning history and argumentative writing is key to
developing analytical ways of thinking that prepare students
for college, career, and democratic life.

The good news is that schools can achieve both of these goals
with the same effort. Learning history can lead to literacy
gains if students learn by “doing” history.




Helpful Links

“Historical Thinking Matters”

http://historicalthinkingmatters.org

“Reading Like a Historian”

https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh

“SAS Curriculum Pathways”

https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/

“Poll Everywhere”

http://www.polleverywhere.com/




