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Overview
American History 2 picks up where American History 1 left off in the narrative of American history: after the Civil War and Reconstruction. In this course, students will learn the history of America as a nation and as a world leader from roughly 1865-present. This course will begin with a refresher on the Civil War and Reconstruction and those themes and move through the conclusion of the Cold War into the turn of the 21st Century and the Modern Era.
Course Expectations
Students in this course will be asked to learn concepts in history ranging from dates, vocabulary, historical figures, geographic locations, and more. They will then need to use this information to form ideas, defend them, and draw logical inferences based on given information. I will be there the entire time to guide students in both the learning of the factual information and the formation of logical ideas and defenses. If there are ever any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me or set up a meeting.
Class Rules and Expectations
1.Above all, be respectful to yourself, your peers, and the instructor. 
2. Be in your seat, quiet and ready to begin when the bell rings. 
3. Have your materials for the day; Chromebook, paper, pencil, any homework.
4. Electronics, such as phones or ipods, are NOT to be seen during class time.
5. Be respectful to announcements, either from the office or instructor.
6. Be on task, be inquisitive, be attentive, be kind.
7. Absolutely no cheating. Any person caught cheating will receive a 0 on the assignment, test or otherwise.
8. Clean your area before leaving the room.
9. For in class assignments, the bell is the end of the allotted time. There will be NO ADDITIONAL TIME.
10. There is NO LATE WORK accepted. Turn in assignments on time.
11. CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM is an automatic, non-negotiable 0. Don’t risk it. 
Course Structure
This course is designed to allow students to excel at what they do best. There will be a variety of assignments, ranging from multiple choice to written essays to artistic projects. I want to give the students ample opportunity to show what they know in an area that is suited to their strengths.
Grading
Homework: 10 %

Tests: 20%


Quizzes: 10%
Projects: 20%


Essays: 20%


Daily Review: 20%
Course Assignments
Tests: 4 – After the Progressive Movement; After the Great Depression; After America at the heart of the Cold War; In Review and Final Exam(Final Class Test)
Essays: 3 – After WW1; After the Korean War; After America post-USSR collapse (Final Essay)
Projects: 3 – After Becoming an Industrial Society; After the Roaring ‘20s; After the Cold War at home and the Cuban Missile Crisis
Homework: Periodically
Quizzes: Varies, but at least one every 2 weeks. Sometimes 2-3.
Daily Review: Each class will begin with a short (5 question) review of the material from the preceding day. Not all will be graded for correctness, but all make up this score. 
Assignment Details
Tests – always cumulative, and will have some form of short writing at the end to draw facts together to defend an idea. Typically 15-20 multiple choice or matching, 5 fill-in-the-blank, 5 short answer, and 1 short essay. We will go over a practice test BEFORE the first test, so ask more questions then.
Essays – essays are to be written in MLA-format, double-spaced, 12pt Times New Roman. Essays will vary between 4-6 pages in length, roughly 1000 words long. I will breakdown the expectations and give sample essays BEFORE one is written, so ask more questions then.
Projects – Modeling America as an Industrial Society; Research and portray a persona from the Roaring ‘20s; Make a commercial “Duck and Cover.” More details will be given at the time of the assignments, so ask more questions then.
Homework – typically reading, sometimes small worksheets. I want this time to be used toward studying (this course or others) and working ahead to the bigger projects or essays. Homework outside of reading will be rare, but any time reading is assigned there is a possibility of a quiz the next day. Be sure to do the reading to be prepared.
Quizzes – factually based, strictly multiple choice, matching or fill-in-the-blank. NO long writing for quizzes. No more than 15 questions, typically only 5-10.
Closing
If any questions arise during the semester, please do not hesitate to ask. I will always be willing to give additional aid. Please see me during smart lunch or set up an appointment before or after school. Have a great semester!
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