Creating a Union
Background: In response to the dangerous and unfair working conditions in the early period of industrialization, many workers joined together in “voluntary” associations called unions. They hoped that by joining together, employers would meet their demands for better conditions and wages. In this assignment, you and your partner will create your own union.

Directions: Answer the following questions; be sure to answer every part of each section.

1) Describe the kind of work you do. What are the working conditions like? How are you treated by the people in charge? What are the grievances that you have with your employer? Be creative, specific, and provide detail.

2) Explain how you will organize your fellow workers. How will you get your employer’s attention? What can you do to force them to listen to your demands? How will you ensure that you won’t get fired and replaced by other workers?

3) What will you name your union? What will be its logo? What does the logo symbolize? Draw it on the back of the paper.

4) Many people have organized themselves throughout history to force change in their own lives. Describe an example that you and your partner may know of. What happened? What were their strategies to create change? What were those people trying to get changed? How was it resolved?
