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Smarter Balanced Accessibility



Overview

Where are we coming from?
• An overview of the past

Where are we now?
• Highlighting our transition efforts

What does the future look like?
• Mapping the new landscape in education



Where are we coming from? 

 California Standardized Tests (CST) and California 
Modified Assessment (CMA)
• ELA, math, science, and history
• Science to continue

 California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
• ELA, math, and science
• Science to continue

 Grades 2-11

 Based on 1997/98 adoption of California state standards
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STAR Test Format 

Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response



Alternate Assessments



California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA)

 The California Alternate Performance Assessment 
(CAPA) is an alternate assessment for children with
significant cognitive disabilities who cannot take 
the California Standards Tests (CSTs) even with 
accommodations or modifications

 Alternate achievement standards

Replacement still 

unknown



Alternate Assessment Additional 
Information

 California participated in the National Center and 
State Collaborative (NCSC) alternate assessment 
pilot test

 Potentially utilizing some of the questions from 
NCSC and developing additional items to do a field 
test of our own

More information to come…



Moving Forward with New 
Assessments



Overview of New Assessment Methods

 STAR is now CAASPP
• STAR: Standardized Testing and Reporting
• CAASPP: California Annual Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress

 Smarter Balanced Assessments
• ELA and math in grades 3-8 and 11
• Computer adaptive portion and performance task

 First round of official results after testing in spring!



How do we get from here . . . . . . to here?

. . . and what can an assessment 
system do to help?

The Assessment Challenge



New ELA List of Item Types
Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response = MC
Multiple Choice, Multiple Correct Response = MS
 Evidence-Based Selected Response, 2 part MC = EBSR
Hot Text, Select Text = HT
Hot Text, Reorder Text = HR
Matching Tables = TM
 Short Text Constructed Response = ST
Written Response = WR



New List of Math Item Types

Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response = MC
Multiple Choice, Multiple Correct Response = MS
 Equation/Numeric = EQ
 Drag & Drop = DD
Hot Spot = HS
 Graphing = GR
Matching Tables = MT
 Fill In Tables = TI
 Short Text = ST
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Should get approximately 50% of the questions correct



Performance Tasks



Practice Practice Practice!

 http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/ 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/


Practice Test Options



New Reports!



More information available at: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Reporting-System-Overview.pdf



Making Assessments 
Accessible



Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations

 Formally known as “Accommodations and 
Modifications”
• STAR to CAASPP

 Purpose: provide ACCESS to students
• Yield valid results about student learning

 Basis of providing access: barriers present, but do 
not modify the “construct being measured”



Which Tools Are Available?



All Students

Adult Rec

504 or IEP



Universal Tools

 Universal tools are access features of the assessment that
are either provided as digitally-delivered components of 
the test administration system or separate from it.

 Available to all students

 Embedded (in the test system) and Non-Embedded (not 
in the test system)

 Breaks, calculator (for certain items), digital notepad, 
English Dictionary (for performance tasks), English 
glossary, expandable passages, global notes, highlighter, 
etc…



Embedded Universal Tool Sample



Designated Supports

 Features available to any student for whom the need has
been indicated by an educator or team of educators

 Must be activated prior to testing (input into test system)

 Color contrast, masking, Text-to-Speech (math stimuli, 
not for passages), translations, etc…

 Embedded and Non-Embedded



Embedded Designated Supports



Accommodations

 Accommodations  are changes in procedures or 
materials that increase equitable access during the 
Smarter Balanced assessments.

 Prescribed in 504 or IEP plan and loaded before testing
• IEP team
• Regularly used in class

 American Sign Language (ASL), Braille, closed 
captioning, Text-to-Speech (ELA passages), abacus

 Embedded and Non-Embedded



So what are the supports?



Getting Specific

 California is also working on an additional category 
of supports called individualized aids

 Details are still not fully released, but an additional 
support may be utilized by special request



Resources

 CAASPP Matrix:
• http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/documents/caasppmatrix1.pdf

 Smarter Balanced Accessibility Guidelines:
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf

 Smarter Balanced Guidelines FAQ:
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_FAQ.pdf

 Smarter Balanced practice tests
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

 Interim assessments to come soon!

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/documents/caasppmatrix1.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/


CAASPP Matrix
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Questions?


