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Overview

® Where are we coming from?

* An overview of the past

® Where are we now?
« Highlighting our transition efforts

® What does the future look like?

* Mapping the new landscape in education
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Where are we coming frome

¢ (California Standardized Tests (CST) and California
Modified Assessment (CMA)

* ELA, math, science, and history
* Science to continue

e (California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

« ELA, math, and science
* Science to continue

® Grades 2-11

® Based on 1997/98 adoption of California state standards
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Samples - ELA (Grade 3)

EHRTL RS T E

Californiz English L aneuage Arts Standards Test | Part @

Halley’s Comet

Far canherias comsts hava bose cze of our biggest mystonsas.
Thay are 2mong the most beautzfil and interesting sights m the
usivarse Peopls from all over the world have bess surprised—
and oftan scamed—hy the sight of a comet blazing across the
sicy. Edmeomd Halley, an astronomar in the lave 16005, was vary
miterested in comvats. He studied tham for most of his life

Pazt of Hallay's studies imwolved measaring the paths of
comats through the night sky. Halley learned that comets move
aroand the S in the patl of an allipse. (A= allipss is like 2
circls that has besn sirstched out in one dirsction.) He ascertainad
that becamse comets trawal = an qlliptical path, the samse comat
could be sem from Easth again and again. This was a brand new
concept during ki tims,

Ir 1632, Halley noticed 2 comset that was sspecially beight and large. Ho spent a long tima stodying 3. Than
2 disappezzed from view. Sased oz his calozlations, Halley predicted that thiz bright comset weoald refurn in
1758 or 1739, This vas about 75 years after ke first saw the comet. Eoweear, Halley died = 1742, Thus, be
was not able to sea teat ke was comect. This same bright comet retorsed right on time. Mot loxg after that,
Eacauss Halley had learmed so mvuck abeut it, the comet vas zamed “Halley's comat” in kfz hones

Scientists who had besz fellowing Halley's woek bagan 1o look back throagh history. Thay leamed that for
ceeturies thars kad besn meotics of a comet = the sky about every 75 years, goimg all the way back to 467 B.C.
Oftem, the retars of Halley's comet sesmed to coincide with Important evests in kistory. For many years paopls
balsaved that Halley's comat consed catastrophas, from sicloasses to war

Since then, scisntists havs kamsed mare about comets. They now know that comets de zot cause bad events.
Thay hava alse Jearned what comets ara g, All comets comsis? of 2 bead and 2 t2dl. Some comet tails are
lomger than cthers. The head is made mostly of ke, plus soma dust a=d pieces of rock. TLE. astoncener Frad
Whipple comzed the phrase “dirty szowkballs™ to describe comets. Comets mons throngh tee siy vary quickly.
Howwrwar, thedr speed depends om kow closs thay ars to the Zun Whan Halley's comset is fanthast from the Sum,
or ot its aphalics, it poves abous 2,080 miles per koor. When it iz closest to the Sus, or at fis pardbaion, it
Ezoves at an amazmg 122,000 miles per hour!

Far 2 Jong time scieatists wondered where comets came from. Today, most scieatists believs that comets
coma from an mnsese clood of particles called the Cort clowd. This cloud probably surmosmds our solar systees.
It pzay contai somewhars betwesan 10 and 104 trillion comets.

Poople today remzin fascinated by this celestial tme-traveler. The most receat visz from Halley's comet
was in 1985-1986. This tims, sciantists all over the warld stodied the comet. Tae Soviet spacecraft, the Figa J

Go On
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Differences between CST and CMA reading passages:

CST

Standard passage length
Customary use of white space
Standard font sizes

Font - Times (a serif font)

[Part [ Califormia Mocified Assessrnent

Dolphins Use Mirrors to Observe Changes in Themselves

1 Unitil recenthy, it was not known if crestures other than chimpanzees,
gorillas, erangutans, and hurmans could identify themsshes in a mirror. Cats
and dogs hawe been known 1o see themsshes in a mirror and think another
cst or dog was booking at them. Studies have shown that dolphins are able fo
use mirmors to notice the difference betwesn themsslves and other dolphins.

P! Ciolphins hawve excellent memary skills, Researchers at New York Agquanium
performed a test to determine if the dolphins' high lewvel of intelligencs waould
include recognizing themsalees in a mirror. First, researchers placed
13-year-old Prasley and 17-year-old Tab in 3 pool with mirmored walls. Then,
the dolphins were marked with nonpoizonous black ink on their heads,
stornachs, or fins which they could not see without a mirror. Both Prasley and
Talb swam directly to the mirmor, each turning and angling o expose the mark
and taking a long, hard keok in the mirmor. [t was the first time a dolghin had
reacted to @ mirmor by examining itself

3 The test was repeated with the marked location changing each time, but
the reaction was ahways the same. The dolphins swam straight to the mirror
and studied the marked sgot an their bodies. They were not interested in
the marks placed on their partner. Presley and Tab became the first marine
mammals to demonstrate an ability to recognize themsshes and to notice
changes in their appearance.

Go On
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Shortened passage length
Additional white space

Larger font sizes

Font - Helvetica (a sans serif font)
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Samples - ELA (Grade 3) continued
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vt som, Hommary, ard Waker Broam, Alep’s Ceet. Fewr Yo Dodd Iead Comparey, 1931
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Falky} cometrenams Aot emery 75 years.

Comets are made mosthy of dce, duet, and
rochs.

a1 be thrilled by fhie sight of a comet.
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Differences between CST and CMA multiple choice items for ELA:

CSsT

Two -columns for most items

Four answer choices for each item

Customary use of white space

Standard font sizes and font (Times)

@ [Part [P Califturia Modified Assessment

[1] which of these is an OPINION based on the passage?

A Dolphins have good memories.
Crolphins are only interested inthemsehres.

- Cralphins hawe a high lewvel of intelligen ce.

Iz‘ Read thess santences.
| Frarkie loves to play soccer. Frankie i my friend.
Howe canthese sentences BEST be combined?
F My friend Frankis lowes to play soccer.
G Frankie lowes to play soccer, my friend.
H Mty friend i Frarkie he loves to play soccer.
Go Ou
Paged | tomuboirsd mpriog o 1 sy areor on o s poge o el AL Z0N I Targe
CMA .
+  One column for most items AL oF
+ Three answer choices for each item o 5
- Additional white space =
+ Largerfont sizes and font (Helvetica) 53
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Samples - Mathematics (Grade 5)

@ P a-tll Calfornia Mathematics Standards Te s | | T S — @
1 -
L i (3 Whatis thevelme of 3 cube hat rieasires |2| what isthe welume,in cubicinches, of this rectangulsr solid?
10 muhes om eah edpe?
Whih ssnation coull be desonhed by the F 10 cubic duwkes
epredm above? o
G 100 obi mches
A Iiajoggdcmikswﬂ.mmz;mﬂxs H 1000 quhic iwhes
T 10000 odbic duches
farther toduy,
B Iinj@dcmi.hs)’!stmmﬂémﬂxs T /
o - N —7Tin—
- 1
C Lia d 2 miles vesterdny, md e miles
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Differences between CST and CMA multiple choice items for mathematics:

CST CMA
+  Two -colurmns for most items +  (Ine column for maost items
+ Four answer chaoices for each item +  Graphics for most items
+  Customary use of white space + Three answer choices far each item
+  Standard font sizes and font {Times) +  Additional white space

+ Largerfontsizes and font (Helvetica)
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Samples - Science (Grade J)

| Califomia Science Standuds Tes. | Part ] @

El Whikch of the fdloving comwverts decirical |}| Which Yist givesthe corect exler of fool

gy indoruotion ? travding fhoough the digestive srstern afber it
A light switch " ?
. I aanach esopbagie, large kdective, auall
B e.lectn.c ciowe Sestive
C Itk G auallitestive, broe itestive, ssophags,
I clecric fan stanach
(I H esophames, sonach, lage festive, anall
Titestive

wsophage, stapach, small inbestine, large
Titestive
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| Calfornia Madifd & se: sament |Pa'tn

E| Where does food first begin to digest?

Murth

9,

Differences between CST and CMA multiple choice items for science:
CMA

CsT
*  Two -columns for most items
*  Four answer choices for each item
+ Customary use of white space
+  Standard font sizes and font (Times)

One column for most items

Graphics for most items (stems and options)
Three answer choices for each item
Additional white space

Largerfont sizes and font (Helvetica)
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Alternate Assessments




California Alternate Performance
Assessment (CAPA)

® The California Alternate Performance Assessment
(CAPA) is an alternate assessment for children with
significant cognitive disabilities who cannot take
the Cahforma Standards Tests (CSTs) even with

e Alternate achievement standards

&




Alternate Assessment Additional
i Information

® California participated in the National Center and
State Collaborative (NCSC) alternate assessment
pilot test

® Potentially utilizing some of the questions from
NCSC and developing additional items to do a field
test of our own

® More information to come...

P




Moving Forward with New

Assessments




Overview of New Assessment Methods

® STAR is now CAASPP

« STAR: Standardized Testing and Reporting

e CAASPP: California Annual Assessment of Student
Performance and Progress

® Smarter Balanced Assessments

* ELA and math in grades 3-8 and 11
* Computer adaptive portion and performance task

e First round of official results after testing in spring!

&




The Assessment Challenge

How do we get from here.. .. ... to here?

Common Core

State Standards All students
specify K-12 leave high school

expectations for college-and
college and career-ready

career readiness

... and what can an assessment

: system do to help?




New ELA List of Item Types

® Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response = MC

® Multiple Choice, Multiple Correct Response = MS

¢ Fvidence-Based Selected Response, 2 part MC = EBSR
® Hot Text, Select Text=HT

® Hot Text, Reorder Text = HR

® Matching Tables = TM

® Short Text Constructed Response = ST

¢ Written Response = WR

&



F8) New List of Math ltem Types

® Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response = MC

® Multiple Choice, Multiple Correct Response = MS
® Equation/Numeric = EQ

® Drag & Drop = DD

¢ Hot Spot =HS

® Graphing = GR

® Matching Tables = MT

e Fill In Tables =TI

® Short Text=ST

&




&) Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT)

[Fimal
Score

Starting
Level

Should get approximately 50% of the questions correct

Confide—




Performance Tasks

- complex, real-world problems

V can be collections of
questlons and tasks ented to stude |
coherently connected to a single theme or
scenario




Practice Practice Practicel

e http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

Smarter
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

Stay Connect

ABOUT ARTER BA iCE SSESSMENT S K-12 EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION PAR

Field Test

Sampie items and

Performance Tasks a
interim Assessments Take the Practice Test
itemn Writing and Review Get an early look at English language arts/literacy
Achievement Levels and mathematics assessment questions aligned to
Computer Adaptive Testing the Common Core. READ MORE »

Technology

Test Administration



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

Practice Test Options

Choose Settings:

G5 Math Practice Test
Language: English ~

Masking: Masking Not Available -
Strikethrough:
Mark for Review:

American Sign of N
Language:

Highlighter:
Color Contrast. veliow onBlue v
Text-to-Speech: Sstmuli v
Word List: English Glossary -

Expandable Expandable Passageson  ~

Passages:
Test Shell: standard Test Shell -
| Go Back ‘ | Select |
\ o

&



New Reports!




Mathematics MII m e:\ﬁ!” score summary: A student at Level 3

demonstrales Adeguate Understanding of and
Summative Spring 2017 m Adequate Understﬂnding ability to apply the mathsmatics knowledge and
Effective Date: 5152017 skilis neaded lor sucoess in coliege and careers, as

gpec=Tiad in the Commeon Core Stale Standardg

Tha scale, units, and cut-
scores arg illsirmive and am
expectad 10 chango. Scom
summaries will be revisad in
Summer 2014, and 1allorad

1872
v

by grade and subiect in
torrmes of the knawiedge, s+ Problam Solving and <« Communicating
Concepts & Procedures

s4ills, and processes that you T[ }"'u m"i"ﬂ‘ Duts Reasoning

have demonstratad you can e

a0 e AlNear Standard AlUNear Standard & Above Standard
ThaT T TSl St e =Ty Cuat S, vl DeCrfaig] DoCaleetn s oM@ veRDle RTRSTeerTE bo
InETNTTRCCA rDrediuena with Eird i Sppsnd] malmmmalice RIS [T I g mnd |
(B an o vl | iy st b ITWl P W of E:

e n wly'z i L
4] "‘. & B TR

More information available at:
http://www .smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Reporting-System-Overview.pdf




Making Assessments

Accessible




Usability, Accessibility, and
pys Accommodations

® Formally known as “Accommodations and
Modifications”
* STAR to CAASPP

® Purpose: provide ACCESS to students

* Yield valid results about student learning

® Basis of providing access: barriers present, but do
not modity the “construct being measured”

P




Which Tools Are Available@¢

What Tools Are Available for my Student?

misudents  lrC LS. deablites  disabites
Universal Tools v v v v
Designated Supports vi Vi v v
Accommaodations v v

1 Only for instances that an adult (or team) has deemed the supports appropriate for a specific student’s testing needs.




Universal Tools

Embedded

Breaks, Calculator,
Digital Motepad,
English Dictionany,
English Glossany,
Expandable Passages,
Global Motes,
Highlighter,
Heyboard Mavigation,
Mark for Review,
Math Tools,

Spell Check,
Strikethrough,
Writing Tools, Zoom

Non-embedded
Breaks,

English Dictionary,
Scratch Paper,
Thesaurus

All Students

Designated Supports

Embedded

Color Contrast,
Masking,
Texttospeech,
Translated Test
Directions,
Translations (Glossarny,
Translations (Stacked),
Tum off Any Universal
Tools

Non-embedded
Bilingusl Dictionary,
Color Contrast,
Color Cverlay,
Magnification, Moise
Buffers, Read Aloud,
Scribe,

Separate Setting,
Translated Test
Directions, Transiation
[Glossany)

Adult Rec

Embedded
American Sign Language, Braille,

speech

Ciosed Captioning, Streamline, Texi-to-

-
Accommodations

MNon-embedded

Abacus, Altermnate Rezponse Options,
Calculator, Multiplication Table, Print on
Demand, Read Aloud,

Scribe, Speech-io-test

~




Universal Tools

® Universal tools are access features of the assessment that
are eitherdprovided as digitally-delivered components of
the test administration system or separate from it.

® Available to all students

®* Embedded (in the test system) and Non-Embedded (not
in the test system)

® Breaks, calculator (for certain items), digital notepad,
English Dictionary (for performance tasks), English
glossary, expandable passages, global notes, highlighter,
etc...

P




11213
o A (41516}
] 7089
ons. Mg
Select the sentences that support the inference that the area 1s 1n 0 i)
population. Select all that gk -
th Corn, A similar boom-and- ' and pre
wolf, aznagss ' 1fk. So wi
and we ole pacl
pups, 2 P ) thore mou
y. 'I'he moose get eaten evp ofl decreast c”:y p a_rk @

N

zls from L
that - ! : _
an open, public space with grass

Which of the following sentences from the passage best support
living orgamsms are part of the food chain?

m the (a) “The energy you use to live every day travels from one livi
the sun's chain that starts with the sun.”
Yon can e A= s i " ” v
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Designated Supports

® Features available to any student for whom the need has
been indicated by an educator or team of educators

® Must be activated prior to testing (input into test system)

® Color contrast, masking, Text-to-Speech (math stimuli,
not for passages), translations, etc...

e Embedded and Non-Embedded

P



Embedded Designated Supports

A jumble of sticks and grass stuck out from the middle of the wreath. Suddenly, 1
: Jessie understood. A nest! A bird's nest sat right in the middle of Mrs. Baxter's

: wreath. The bird poked its head out and looked at Jessie. Then it fluttered away. Which number is equal to 10 4

o 100
® 1,000

® 10,000

100,000




Accommodations

® Accommodations are changes in procedures or
materials that increase equitable access during the
Smarter Balanced assessments.

® Prescribed in 504 or IEP plan and loaded before testing
* IEP team
* Regularly used in class

® American Sign Language (ASL), Braille, closed
captioning, Text-to-Speech (ELA passages), abacus

¢ Embedded and Non-Embedded

P




So what are the supportse

Appendix A: Summary of Smarter Balanced Universal Tools,

Designated Supports, and Accommodations

. *Iltems shown are available for ELA and math unless otherwise noted.

English Dictionaryi3
Scratch Paper
Thesaurusi*

Color Contrast

Color Overlay
Magnification

Read Aloud

Noise Buffers

Scribel®

Separate Setting
Translated Test Directions
Translations (Glossary)t”

Universal Tools Designated Supports Accommodations
Embedded | Breaks Color Contrast American Sign Language?
Calculatorl Masking Braille
Digital Notepad Text-to-Speechs Closed Captioningll
English Dictionary2 Translated Test Directions? Streamline
English Glossary Translations (Glossary)® Text-to-Speechiz
Expandable Passages Translations (Stacked)?
Global Notes Turn off Any Universal Tools
Highlighter
Keyboard Navigation
Mark for Review
Math Tools2
Spell Checks
Strikethrough
Writing Tools®
Zoom
Non-embedded | Breaks Bilingual Dictionaryl? Abacus

Alternate Response Optionsis

Calculatort®
Multiplication Table2®
Print on Demand
Read Aloud

Scribe
Speech-to-Text

~




Geftting Specific

® California is also working on an additional category
of supports called individualized aids

® Details are still not fully released, but an additional
support may be utilized by special request




Resources

e CAASPP Matrix:
* http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/documents/caasppmatrix1.pdf

® Smarter Balanced Accessibility Guidelines:

* http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced Guidelines.pdf

e Smarter Balanced Guidelines FAQ:

* http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced Guidelines FAQ.pdf

® Smarter Balanced practice tests
* http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

® Interim assessments to come soon!

P



http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/documents/caasppmatrix1.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

CAASPP Matri
Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations for the CAASPP for 201415
. . - Prima
. English-Language Arts Mathematics Science ry
Universal Tool (U) Language
j California
Demgnated Su;_:port (D} Standards Test Standards Test in
Accommodation (A) Reading Writing Listening (CST) and California Spanish (STS) for
Modified Reading/Language Arts
Assessment (CMA)
Math Tools (i.e., non-embedded ruler, _ _ _ u _ _
non-embedded protractor) (for specific items)
A
Multiplication Table — — - (beginning in - -
grade 4)
Noise buffers (e.g., individual carrel or
study enclosure or noise-cancelling D D D D D D
headphones)
Print on Demand A A A A — —
Pupil marks in paper-pencil test
booklet (other than responses U U U U U U
including highlighting)
D
(for items, not
passages)
Read Aloud A
(previously known as "Test questions .
and answer options read aloud to pupil or (for ELA reading D D D A A
\ . 9 passages, grades
used audio CD presentation — excluding 6-8 and 11-
passages’) visually impaired
in grades 3-8 and
11 who do not yet
have adequate
braille skills)
Scratch Paper U U U U U U




Smartel

Assessment Ci
Usability, Acces
Accommodation:

Prepared witl
National Center on |

Section lll: Smarter Balanced /

What Are Accommodations?

Accommodations are changes in proceduras or materials the
Smarter Balanced assessments. Assessment accommaodatio
for students who need them; they allow these students to sh

Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations

Guidelines

Embedded Accommodations

Table 5 lists the embedded accommodations available for the Smarter Balanced assessments for
those students for whom the accommodations are included on an IEP or 204 plan. The table
includes a description of each accommodation along with recommendations for when the
accommodation might be needed and how it can be usad. For those accommodations that may be
considered controversial, 8 description of considerations about the use of the accommodation is

provided.

Table 3. Embedded Accommodations

students for whom there is documentation of the need for 1l

Education Program (IEP) or 204 accommodation plan. One e
is for students who have had a physical injury (e g, broken h
use a computer. These students may use the speech-to-text
have had sufficient experience with the use of these), as not

Determination of which accommodations an individual stude
assessment is necessary because these accommodations m
assessment, either by entering information into the TIDE, or:
embedded accommaodations, or by ensuring that the materiz
assessment for non-embedded accommodations.

The Smarter Balanced Test Administration and Student Acce
accommodations could increase cognitive load or create oth
need them or who have not had experience using them. Bec:
Balanced states agreed that a student’s parent/guardian sh
specific accommodations through a parent/guardian report.

American Sign
Language {A5L)

{for ELA Listening
items and math
items)

Test content is translated into ASL
video. ASL human signer and the
signed test content are viewed on the
same screen. Students may view
portions of the ASL video as often as
needed.

Some students who are deaf or hard of
hearing and who typically use ASL may
need this accommeodation when accessing
text-based content in the assessment. The
use of this accommodation may result in
the student needing additional oversll
time to complete the assessment. For
many students who are deaf or hard of
hearing, viewing signs is the only way to
access information presented orally. Itis
important to note, howewver, that some
students who are hard of hearing will be
able to listen to information presented
orally if provided with appropriate
amplification and & setting in which
extraneous sounds do not interfere with
clear presentation of the audic
presentation in & listening test.

parents/guardians are aware of the conditions under which |
assessment. Information included in the parent/guardian re
educational decisions (such as eligibility for an Advanced Pls
documenting/reporting the use of the accommodation elsew

Who Makes Decisions About Accommodations

IEF teams and educators make decisions about accommoda
504 plans) provide evidence of the need for accommaodation
IEP or 504 plan.

The IEP team (or educator developing the 504 plan) is respo
the IEF is entered into the TIDE, or state's comparable platfc
accommodations can be activated prior to testing. This can t
person from the team to enter information into the TIDE, or =

Braille A raised-dot code that individuals read
with the fingertips. Graphic material
|e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams,
and illustrations) is presented in &
raised format (peper or thermoform).
Contracted and non-contracted braille
is available; Nemeth code is available
for math.

Students with visual impairments may
read text via braille. Tactile overlays and
graphics alzo may be used to assist the
student in accessing content through
touch. Refreshable braille is available only
for ELA because Nemeth Code is not
availakble via refreshable braille. For math,
braille will be prezented via embosser;
embosser-created braille can be used for
ELA alzo. The type of braille presented 1o
the student {contracted or non-
contracted) is set in TIDE, or state’s
comparable platform. The use of this
accommodation may result in the student
needing additional overall time to
complete the assessment.

providing information to the test coordinator who enters into
platform, a form that lists all accommodations and designat:
students on |IEPs or 504 plans.

Clozed captioning

(for ELA listening
items)

Printed text that appears on the
computer screen as audio materials
are presented.

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing
and who typically access information
presented via audio by reading words that
appear in synchrony with the audio
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Smarter Balanced states identified frequently asked questions (FAQs) and develop
responses to support the information provided in the Smarter Balanced Assessmer
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines. These guestions and resg
the information in the Guidelines document apply to the Smarter Balanced interim
assessments.

States may use these FAQs to assist districts and schools with transitioning from th
assessments to the Smarter Balanced assessments. In addition, the FAQs may be
to ensure understanding amang staff and schools regarding the universal tools, de
supports, and accommaodations available for the Smarter Balanced assessments. &
them with decision-making teams (including parents) as decisions are made and in
respect to use of the Smarter Balancad Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodatioi

Additional information to aid in the implementation of the Guidelines is available in
Student Assessment Accessibility Profile (ISAAP) Module, the Test Administration A
Implementation Guide. These documents will be made available over the next few '

The FAQs are organized into four sections. First are general questions. Second is a
about specific universal tools and designated supports. Questions that pertain spe
language learners (ELLs) comprise the third set of FAQs, and questions that pertair
students with disabilities comprise the fourth set of FAQs.

Overview of FAQs, with Links to Answers

General FAQs

1. What are the differences among the three categories of universal toals, d
supports, and accommodations?

2. Which students should use each category of universal tools, designated ¢
accommodations?

3. What is the difference between embadded and non-embedded approach:
educators decide what is most appropriate?

4. Who determines how non-embedded accommodations (such as read alo

5. Are any students eligible to use text-io-speech for ELA reading passages ¢
Balanced asgessments?

6. Why are some accommodations that were previously allowed for my state
listed in the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodatio

7. Under which conditions may a state elect not to make available to its stue
accommodation that is allowed by Smarter Balanced?

& (Can states allow additional universal tools, designated supports, or accor
individual students on a case by case basis?

9. What is to be done for special cases of “sudden”™ physical disability?

Smarter Guidelines: Frequently Asked Questions

identify accommaodations for students for whom there is documentation of the need for the
accommadations on an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 accommaodation plan.

Universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations may be either embedded in the
test administration system or provided locally (non-embedded).

2. Which students should use each category of universal tools, designated supports, and
accommodations?

Universal tools are available to all students, including those receiving designated supports
and those receiving accommaodations. Designated supports are available only to students for
whom an adult or team (consistent with state-designated practices) has indicated the need
for these supports (as well as those students for whom the need is documented).
Accommuodations are available only to those students with documentation of the need
through either an Individualized Education Program (IEF) or 2 504 accommodation plan.
Students who have IEPs or 504 accommaodation plans also may use designated supparis
and universal tools.

What Tools Are Available for my Student?

All Students ﬁ'gﬁha:'('gﬁe e Bswth
Universal Tools v v v v
Designated Supports v vt ” v
Accommuodations ) v

2 Only for instances that an adult (or team) has desmed the supports appropriate for a specific student's testing needs.

3. What is the difference between embedded and non-embedded approaches? How might
educators decide what is most appropriate?

Embedded versions of the universal tools, designated supports, and accommaodations are
provided digitally through the test delivery system while non-embedded versions are provided
at the local level through means other than the test delivery system. The choice between
embedded and non-embedded universal tools and designated supporis should be based an
the individual student’s needs. The decision should reflect the student’s prior use of, and
experience with, both embedded and non-embedded universal tools, designated supports,
and accommodations. It is important to note that although Print on Demand is a non-
embedded accommodation, permission for students to request printing must first ba setin
Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) or the state's comparable platform

4. Who determines how non-embedded accommodations (such as read aloud) are provided?

IEP teams and educators make decisions about non-embedded accommodations. These
teams {or educators for 504 plans) provide evidence of the need for accommodations and
ensure that they are noted on the IEP or 504 plan (see Guidelines, pages 15-17). States are
respaonsible for ensuring that districts and schools follow Smarter Balanced guidance on the
implementation of these accommodations (see [professional development materials]).
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