
Masterpiece:  Senecio, Head of A Man 

Artist:               Paul Klee  (Pronunciation:  Paul “Clay”) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concept:   Shape 

Grade:  Second Grade August/September 

Lesson:  Geometric Faces   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Objectives: A. To create a human face using various geometric shapes 

  B.  Students will learn to identify shapes and increase their skill in arranging colors  

  harmoniously 

 

Vocabulary: Shape, Color, Harmony 

 

Materials:   *Colored 9” x 12” construction paper 

  *Colored construction paper cut in 8” circles 

  *Some pre-cut shapes in various colors 

  *Scissors 

  *Glue 

  *Alternate Materials:  Use 8” paper plates for face 

 

Briefly discuss Paul Klee’s life and work and talk about the various shapes he used in Senecio.  Discuss 

the following questions with the class: 

 #How do weknow this is a face?  Head, eyes, nose, mouth 

 #Whatshapes do you see?  Circle, triangles, rectangles, squares 

 #Are any of the shapes repeated?  Eyes, ears 

 

Process: 1. Now give one 8” colored pre-cut circle of construction paper and one 9” x 12”  

  colored construction paper to each child.  

  2.  Have the students glue down the 8” circle in the center of the 9” x 12” paper in “hot  

  dog”  or vertical/portrait position.  This will be the head. 

  3.  Continue with a rectangle shape for the neck, and glue it down. 

  4.  Draw on the board an almond shape and have the students cut almond shapes for  

  the eyes.  Show them the direction of how to glue down the almond shapes for the eyes 

  (horizontal) and how far apart the eyes would normally be. 

  5.  Next, they may also want to put a small circle inside of each eye to make pupils. 

  6.  Using different shapes and colors have the students glue down their nose and  

  mouth to complete their face. 

  7.  Make sure they write their name on their artwork. 

  8.  Allow portraits to air-dry. 

  9.  Hang outside the classroom and enjoy! 

 
 



MeetTheArtist: 

•  PaulKlee(pronouncedClay)wasborninSwitzerlandin1879.(About 

thesametimeastheinventionoftheautomobile.) 

• Asaboy,hewasaviolinistandhisparents weremusicianstoo. 

• Healsolovedartaswellasmusicandhisgrandmotherwasthe 

personwhotaughthimhowtodrawandpaint. 

• Whenhegrewalittleolder,hehadtochoosebetweenbecominga 

musicianoranartist.In theendhechosetobeanartist. 

• Hemarriedaconcert pianistandshewouldgotoworkandPaul 

wouldbeastayathomedadandworkonhisart. 

• Hisartwasverycolorfuland fun.Hereally likedartthatwasdone 

bychildrenandsometimeshetriedtomakehisartlooklikeitwas donebyachild. 

• Healsolikedtopaintmorethanonepaintingatatime;he could 

haveupto12paintingsinhisstudioallhalfwaydone.Bytheendof 

hiscareer,Kleepaintedover8,000paintings. 

 
Questions: 

 

 

Whatdoyousee inthis picture?A face 
 

 

Howdowe knowthis isaface? Head,eyes,noseandmouth. 
 

 

Whatshapesdoyousee?Circle,triangles,rectanglesandsquares. 
 

 

Areanyof theshapesrepeated? Eyes,Ears 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL K L E E  



(1879-1940) 
 

 

PaulKleewasborninSwitzerlandin1879.Hewasbornintoamusical family. 

Hismother wasasingerandhisfather wasamusicteacher.Asaboy, 

hewasaviolinist.Healsolovedartaswellasmusicandhisgrandmotherwas the 

personwhotaught himhowtodrawandpaint.Whenhegrewalittle 

older,hehadtochoosebetweenbecomingamusicianoranartist. Intheend 

hechosetobeanartist.In1898hedecidedtomovetoMunich,Germanyto studyart. 
 

 

PaulKlee'sartisknownasabstractorcontemporaryartist.Manyof 

hisgreatestpaintingsarejust colorsandshapes.Helovedcolorandmostof 

hispaintingsarefilledwithbeautifulandexcitingcolors.Hetraveledaround the 

worldandwasinfluencedbyprimitiveart,themasksof Africaand 

Europeanpuppetshows.Kleewantedhispaintingstoshowworldsthathad 

neverbeenseenbefore. 
 

 

Hemarriedaconcert pianistandshewouldgotoworkandPaulwould 

beastayathomedadandworkonhisart.Hisartwasverycolorfulandfun. Hereally 

likedartthatwasdonebychildrenand sometimeshetriedtomake 

hisartlooklikeitwasdonebyachild.Heblendedhumorandwitintohis 

paintingsandmanyofthemareconsidered"childlike". 
 

 

Hewasknownforworkingonasmanyas12paintingsata time. He 

workedonSenecio:HeadofaManforseveralyears. Headdedand changed 

colorsandshapeshereandtheretocreatethecompositionandcolor 

harmonieshewanted.Becauseofhismusicalbackgroundhegavesomeofhis 

paintingsamusicalfeel. Eventhoughpaintingsdon'thavesound,Paul's 

patternsofcolorandshapesmakemanypeopleimagine therhythmofmusic. 
 

 

Bytheendofhiscareer,Kleepaintedover8,000paintings.Kleedied 

inSwitzerlandonJune29,1940ofararedisease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Artist:PaulKlee 

Masterpiece: Senecio,HeadofAMan 

Lesson:PaperCollage 
 
 

ProjectSamples: 
 

 

 

 


