Guidelines for Advanced Pre-Algebra 
2016-2017
Mr. Sorrells RM 335

The Spartan Code
Spartans value honor and courage, embrace the code, and put service to others before individual needs--             

SPARTANS
· Are kind and respectful to others
· Are dressed appropriately
· Use language that is honorable and worthy of pride
· Are on time and ready for the task at hand
· Strive always for excellence through:
· Superior performance in academics, athletics and arts
· Excellence in character and behavior
· Willingness to serve the community 
· Acceptance of personal responsibility
PROCEDURES

· Upon entering the classroom, find your seat, get materials ready, and start the designated assignment. Failure to be in your seat when the bell rings will result in a tardy. Detention will be assigned on the fourth tardy.
· Please sharpen your pencils as you come into class or at an appropriate break during class.
· Use of electronic devices is not permitted at any time. Detention will be assigned to any student who distracts class with an electronic device, and the device will be turned into the office.
· Follow directions the first time, remain seated unless otherwise directed and refrain from talking

during class instruction/practice time unless given permission. Raise your hand to ask questions or give answers.

· Always strive to produce the highest quality work and perform to the very best of your ability by participating in all activities, taking class notes, and paying attention to the teacher.

· At the end of class, please make sure all materials are put away and your desk area is clean. Remain seated until you are dismissed.
CLASS MATERIALS

· Bring your math binder to class daily. Keep all handouts, class work, homework, and past quizzes in your binder.  
· Pencils, loose-leaf paper, and pens also need to be brought to class daily.

· Each student will be issued a textbook.  You do not have to bring this to Mr. Sorrells’ class daily.  

Larson textbook company also offers online videos, textbook, practice quizzes, and much more.                      Within a few days of school, students will receive a login password to access these resources.

· The calculator will not be used until we start the unit on proportions (Chapter 6). A calculator that has your basic operations including square roots and exponents is sufficient. Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS is the most common calculator used in the 7th grade.
· Agenda:  Bring your school agenda to class daily.  You should write down all homework assignments, upcoming quizzes and test dates.  Assignments are available on moodlerooms but your agenda should be your first source.
MAKE-UP WORK

· It is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed during absences, to show completed make up work to me and to schedule any missed HW checks, quizzes, tests, etc…  You will have 3 days to make up any assignments unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher.
· If you are absent 1 or 2 days you should contact another student or check moodle to get missed assignments. 

· If you are absent more than 2 days, contact the guidance office for assistance in gathering assignments.

· Make-up Tests: According to school policy, all make-up tests are given before school on Tue-Fri mornings at 7:00 A.M. in Mr. Sipes’ Room 327(science building). Please schedule make-up tests as soon as possible upon returning from your absence.
GRADES 
· The grades are weighted as follows:   70% Tests     30% Other
Other will consist of class work, quizzes, computer labs, projects, and homework. 

· Tests may be given on any day since this class meets for extended period every day of the week. Tests will be announced in advance.
·  All tests are kept in a test folder at school. Tests are sent home for a parent signature and corrections but must be returned to school. Tests will also be sent home as study guides for major assessments. STUDENTS ARE ALWAYS ALLOWED TO BRING TESTS HOME, however, they should be returned to the test folder as soon as possible.  Nine Weeks and Semester Exams may not be brought home, but may be viewed in the guidance office.
· Quizzes may or may not be announced and can be given any day of the week.

· Computer labs involve Google Sheets, Geometer’s Sketchpad, math apps used on the Chromebook, and research on the internet.

· Homework will be assessed randomly by either having students rework similar problems or by spot checking the assignment for effort and completion.  Failure to complete multiple homework assignments will result in a referral to the homework room.
· The grading scale:                              90 - 100       =  A

                                                                       80 - 89         = B

                                                            70 - 79         = C

                                                            65 - 69         = D

                                                            64 or below = F
Class Reminders
I will be using Remind 101 to send out reminders about the class.  This is a free text based service that uses an anonymous phone number to send out reminders.  Student emails/phone numbers are kept private.  The service also only allows the teachers to send a text, but students cannot reply for privacy reasons.

To sign up for text alerts, send a text to 81010 with the message @prealgmbjh
OR

To sign up for email alerts, send an email to remind.com/join/prealgmbjh.   You can leave the subject line blank.
Keys to student success
1. Be an active listener and active participant in class.  You often learn from mistakes in math so please do not be afraid to ask questions in class!  Reflect upon the concepts presented and take notes that you can understand. 

2. Complete all assignments with perseverance and diligence.   Take the time to check your work for accuracy and understanding.  Review your errors to prevent you from repeating those same mistakes in the future. In addition to classroom instruction, learn to use the textbook and online resources to find examples and practice problems.
3. Be prepared for tests. To prepare for a math test, you need to plan ahead. This means you can’t wait until the night before the test to do all of your studying. Practice the work you’ve learned, especially material you did not understand the first time. Just looking at the material won’t help, so do not just read over your book and notes. Make sure you rework the harder problems from each lesson. 
4. Academic Opportunities (AO period) During this time you are allowed to receive extra help in math. In order to receive extra help, you will need to get a lanyard/pass from me before school. Lanyards/passes are issued on first come first serve basis. You must show this pass to your AO teacher along with returning the pass to me. 
A POSITIVE ATTITUDE IS A POWERFUL TOOL FOR SUCCESS!!! (
.
