Synergy Grade Book Calculations - From a Humanities Teacher

Before exploring the multiple ways teachers can set up their Synergy Grade Book, here’s a short video from Synergy trainer Travis McKenna to
explain the difference between Max. Score and Points.

Scenario 1: Total Points Calculation

Scenario 2: Using Points for Weighting Individual Assignments or Assignment Types When Creating Assignments

Scenario 3: The Max Score and Points Are NOT Equal and the Assignments Are Weighted Using Their Point Value

Scenario 3: The Max Score and Points Are NOT Equal and the Assignments Are Weighted Using Their Point Value

Weighting Assignment Types in Grade Book Setup

Scenario 4: Non-Scaled Weighting - Max Score and Points are NOT equal and all Points are set to 1

Scenario 5: Scaled Weighting - Max. Score and Points Are equal and Assiagnment Types Are Weighted (like Schooll oop)

One More: Scenario 6 - Max Score and Point are NOT equal and the assignments are weighted using their point value AND you have weighted
categories

Scenario 1: Total Points Calculation

The total points option is often the default setting for grading programs (e.g., Making the Grade) - and also the easiest to explain to a parent. Teachers assign point
values to each assignment as they set up the assignment. The more important an assignment, the more points assigned it it. The score for an individual
assignment is determined by dividing the student’s score by the maximum point value. At the end of a grading period, students’ total points earned are divided by
the total points possible.

Example: If a student scores 191 points out of 220 possible points for a subject (e.g., Science), the final grade would equal 86%.

With a total points calculation, each time you set up a new assignment, you will determine how much the assignment is worth by entering the points in the Max.
Score box (show in the screenshot below). The Max. Score is the maximum number of points a student can earn for an assignment. It's also the denominator for
the assignment when calculating the percentage points earned. You will also change the Points box from the default setting of 1 to match your Max. Score for the
assignment, as reflected in the screenshot below. For total points scoring, the Max. Score and Points are always equal.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhVtrCH4VJE
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Although the math is easy to explain with total points, it's important to be aware of and think about the value you are giving individual assignments. If, for instance,
you gave two quizzes on fractions, the first with 10 questions worth 10 total points and the second with 15 questions worth 15 total points, the second quiz would

have a greater impact on a student’s grade than the first one.

In the sample below (from Travis McKenna), the teacher has assigned and graded four assignments, each with Max Score equal to Points. In this scenario, the
20-point assignment has twice the weight of the 10-point assignment, and the 90-point assignment is worth more than all of the other assignments combined. A
poor score on the 90-point assignment would drastically alter a student’s grade.



https://docs.google.com/a/egusd.net/document/d/1nKgENRdKlE6LOgIJkJakFUAXoDCbVHmW1iiZNGq0ii8/edit?usp=sharing

Grade Book Value
. . Example: Student {weight): Student total .
Assignment Assignment Student Percentage oint value in Student total point value
Max Score Points Score/Max tag Student P /Total Points
/Decimal Grade Book
Score Percentage x
Points
e 18+36+6+5=65
55|gr]|-ment 20 20 18/20 90% /0.9 0.9x20 18
' 65/125
A55|gr21ment 90 90 36/90 40% /0.4 0.4x90 36
: Student Overall Class
Ass'g;me"t 10 10 6/10 60% /0.6 0.6x10 6 Grade: 52%
Ass'g:’“e"t 5 5 5/5 100% / 1 1x5 5

When parents check on their child’s progress by accessing Grade Book on through the ParentVUE app, they will be able to see how the grades have been
calculated. In the sample below, the teacher is using total points.
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In this next sample, the teacher is weighting assignments with a Points value (weight) of 1, as explained in Option/Scenario 2.
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Scenario 2: Using Points for Weighting Individual Assignments or Assignment Types When Creating Assignments

Changing the Points value is a very flexible option for teachers who use total points, but want to identify and weight certain assignments or an assignment
type/category (Homework, Quiz, Assignment, Project, Test) when creating an assignment.

Scenario 2: In the sample below (from Travis McKenna), when setting up individual assignments, the teacher entered total points in the Max. Score field and left
the Points field at the default setting of 1. Because all of the assignments have equal weight, at 1 point, a poor score on Assignment 2 minimally affects the

student’s grade, as it is worth only 1 point in the grade book, the same as the other three assignments.

Example: Grade Book Value
Assignment | Assignment Student {weight):
Max Score Points Score/Max /Total Points
Score x Points
Assi 0.9+0.4+0.6+1=2.9
Ss'grl‘me"t 20 1 18/20 90% / 0.9 09x1 0.9
- /4
Assignment 90 1 36/90 40% / 0.4 04x1 0.4
- 2 Student Overall Class
Ass'g;me"t 10 1 6/10 60% /0.6 06x1 0.6 Grade: 72.5%
Ass'gzme"t 5 1 5/5 100% / 1 1x1 1

Teachers who prefer to give each Assignment Type (e.g., Assignment, Homework, Project, Quiz, Test) a different weight can do that by changing the default



https://docs.google.com/a/egusd.net/document/d/1nKgENRdKlE6LOgIJkJakFUAXoDCbVHmW1iiZNGq0ii8/edit?usp=sharing

Points field from 7 to whatever they wish. If you wanted tests, for instance, to be worth 3 times more than Homework, you could leave the Points field for a
homework assignment at 1 (10, 15, etc.), but for a Test, change the Points field to 3 (30,35, etc).
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Scenario 3: The Max Score and Points Are NOT Equal and the Assignments Are Weighted Using Their Point Value

The sample below (from Travis McKenna) shows how assignment scores would be calculated when Points values are changed according to Assignment Types. In
this scenario, the assignments are weighted by assigning them different Point values. A low score Assignment 2 minimally affects the student’s grade, as it is
worth only one Point, just 20% of what assignment 4 is worth. Likewise, as Assignment 4 is worth the most Points, and therefore holds the most weight. A score of
100% on this assignment will greatly affect the student’s overall grade.

Assign. Assignment Assignment Example: Grade Book Value /
Types Max Score Points Student (weight): Total Points
Score/Max X
Score Points

2.7+0.4+1.2+5=9.3

/11
Assign. 1 20 3 18/20 90% /0.9 0.9x3 2.7 Student Overall Class Grade:
84.5%
Assign. 2 90 1 36/90 40% /0.4 0.4x1 0.4
Assign. 3 10 2 6/10 60% / 0.6 0.6x2 1.2
Assign. 4 5 5 5/5 100% /1 1x5 5



https://docs.google.com/a/egusd.net/document/d/1nKgENRdKlE6LOgIJkJakFUAXoDCbVHmW1iiZNGq0ii8/edit?usp=sharing

If for any assignment, you wish to increase or decrease the weight, you can change the Points field. Changing the Points field for a particular homework
assignment, for instance, will not affect other homework assignments (which would be the case if you weighted Assignment Types when doing your Grade Book
Setup, as shown in Option 3). Through StudentVUE and ParentVUE, students and parents can view the Assignment Type for individual assignments to see both
the Max. Score and the Point values.

Weighting Assignment Types in Grade Book Setup

You really want to think this option through before implementing it. Unlike Options 1 and 2, you should set up the weighted value of each Assignment Type (e.g.,
Assignment, Homework, Project, Quiz, Test) at the start of a grading period. Note that the total weighting for your Assignment Types must equal 100%. You will
see an error message instead of the Success message (which appears in a green box on top right) if your totals do not equal 100%.
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Scenario 4: Non-Scaled Weighting - Max Score and Points are NOT equal and all Points are set to 1

Once you have set up your Assignment Weighting for the grading period, you can start entering individual assignments. When you create a new assignment, be
sure to select the Assignment Type from the drop-down menu to ensure that the corresponding Points value is calculated into a percentage of the overall category
value. At the end of a grading period, points earned in each weighted category determine a student’s grade.

Enter the Max Score for the assignment. Leave the Points field at the default setting of 1, since you have already assigned the weight for that Assignment Type
when you did your Grade Book Setup. Note: If you increase the Points from 1, to 3, for instance, that assignment will be weighted at 3 X the weight listed in your
Assignment Weighting screen (Grade Book Setup).



Assignment Settings

Asgnment Name

Inéyde Cut and Back Again - 5th Rule

Description

Interview an immigrant or refugee about a 5th illogical rule that makes learning English di

Assignment Type

Project
Score Type Max. Score Points
Raw Score v 50 1

In the screenshot below (from Travis McKenna), the teacher has started the grading period by going into Grade Book Setup and assigning weights to each
Assignment Type. When creating individual assignments, he/she has set the Max. Score for each assignment and left the Points at 1.

Assign. Assignment | Assignment Example: Grade Book Value
Types Max Score Points Student Score/ (weight):
Max Score
X Points
13+.3+.3=.73
Assign. 1 20 1 18/20 90% /0.9 09x1 0.9 20 1.3/2=0.65x0.2
=0.13
Assgin. 2 90 1 36/90 40% /0.4 0.4x1 0.4 20 Student Overall Class
Grade: 73%
Assign. 3 10 1 6/10 60% / 0.6 0.6x1 0.6 50 0.6/1=0.6x0.5=
0.3
Assign. 4 5 1 5/5 100% / 1 1x1 1 30 1/1=1x0.3=0.3



https://docs.google.com/a/egusd.net/document/d/1nKgENRdKlE6LOgIJkJakFUAXoDCbVHmW1iiZNGq0ii8/edit?usp=sharing

Scenario 5: Scaled Weighting - Max. Score and Points Are equal and Assignment Types Are Weighted (like SchoolLoop)

As in the Scenario 4, start by going into Grade Book Setup and assigning percentages to your assignment types/categories. Remember that the total percentage
must = 100%

If you used scaled weighting in SchoolLoop, please note that Synergy does not automatically match Points to Max. Score (as SchoolLoop did). You will need to
change Points to match Max. Score, as shown in the sample below. The Assignment Type, Project, has already been weighted in Grade Book Setup.

Assignment Settings
Assignment Name

Cn Coming o America - Small Moments Big Meaning

Description

This hyperdoed is an invitation to bsten 0 and learn from the stories of immigrants and refugees and, in the process

o

document and celebrate small moments in history from your own comminity

e
Assignment Type
Project v
Score Type Max. Score Points
Raw Scorz v 25 25

A poor score in the second assignment, with a pre-assigned weight for that assignment type set at 20 and the additional 90 points assigned when the assignment
was created, can drastically impact a student’s grades, as demonstrated in Travis McKenna'’s chart below.



Assign. Assignment | Assignment Example: Grade Book Value
Types Max Score Points Student (weight):
Score/Max
Score x Points
.3+.3+.098 = .698
Assign. 1 20 20 18/20 90% /0.9 0.9x 20 18 20 54/110 = .4909 x
0.2 =.0981
Assign. 2 90 90 36/90 40% /0.4 0.4x90 36 20 Student Overall Class
Grade: 69.8%
Assign. 3 10 10 6/10 60% / 0.6 0.6x 10 6 50 6/10=0.6x0.5 =
0.3

Assign. 4 5 5 5/5 100% /1 1x5 5 30 5/5=1x0.3=0.3

One More: Scenario 6 - Max Score and Point are NOT equal and the assignments are weighted using their point value AND
you have weighted categories

Assign. Assignment | Assignment Example: Grade Book Value
types Max Score Points Student (weight):
Score/Max
Score X
Points
.155+.3+.3
Assign. 1 20 3 18/20 90% /0.9 0.9x3 2.7 20 3.1/4=0.775x0.2 =
0.155
Assign. 2 90 1 36/90 40% / 0.4 0.4x1 0.4 20 Student Overall Class
Grade: 75.5%
Assign. 3 10 2 6/10 60% / 0.6 0.6x2 1.2 50 1.2/2=0.6x0.5=
0.3

Assign. 4 5 5 5/5 100% /1 1x5 5 30 5/5=1x0.3=0.3




As you can see from the above Options/Scenarios, the first step in the grading process is for you to decide how you will calculate student grades. Understanding
the calculation process is essential to effectively and efficiently maximizing Grade Book options to complement your teaching practices.
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