English I Research Project
Purpose, Step by Step Instructions and Requirements:
Purpose:
The ability to do a research paper and accompanying presentation is an important skill all students must possess.  In the ninth grade, students do a research project, with the goal of learning the steps of research, note taking, compiling information and writing a paper using proper MLA (Modern Language Association) style and documentation of sources.  In the tenth grade, students master these steps. A works cited page and outline is also created, and an oral presentation may be given, on the results of the student’s findings.  The presentation will also include some type of visual aid. 
Requirements:

1. ________pages/paragraph (double-spaced) of typed information in Times New Roman 12 point font.  You must do your own typing.  See me if this is not possible.

2. Minimum of #_____ scholarly references correctly cited and included in a standard works cited page attached to the end of your paper.  Any references that are not books (printouts, articles, etc.) should be copied and handed in with your final paper.

3. Minimum of #____ note cards.  Not all must be used in the final paper.  Cards must be submitted banded with a top card which states student’s name and thesis statement.

4. To be submitted on the due date:  Text of paper including citations, Works Cited page, final outline and draft.  No title page or folder.  Paperclip your papers together (2 copies).

5. The paper must be submitted on the due date.  If you are not in school that day, find a way to get the paper to your teacher at the time your class meets or before.

6.  Papers turned in one day late will be worth up to half credit.  No papers will be collected after this for  

     any credit.

7.  As you finish the following work on the designated days, it is your responsibility  

     to get the teacher’s initials to prove your work was completed on time.

Steps to completing a research paper: 

I.  Choose a Topic
A.  Brainstorm questions you may research on the topic.  These are called your controlling ideas/questions.
1.  Ex.  If your topic is entertainment during the Renaissance, you may ask:  What did people do for fun?  What games did they play?  Did they listen to music for entertainment?  Etc. 

II. Preliminary Research and Thesis

A.  Choose a minimum of ____ scholarly sources

1.  Possible sources include:  Books, Websites, Pamphlets, Government Publications, Video/Movies, CD-ROM, Magazines, Television, Music Recordings, Internet, Newspapers 

2.  Evaluate the Quality of Sources

B.  After you have seen what kind of information exists on your topic, you are ready to choose your subtopics and formulate your thesis statement:  one statement that tells us what you will prove in your research paper.  Your statement must present your stance (opinion) on the topic.  This is what you will prove in your paper.
1.  Ex.  If you preview the sources on the entertainment during the Renaissance, and find they mainly played board games and did outdoor activities such as jousting, your thesis statement may be “The people of the European Renaissance found entertainment mainly in indoor board games and outdoor sporting events.”  Your whole essay will then prove this statement by giving and supporting examples (CDs and CMs).
III.  Begin Note-Taking
A.  Make 1 bibliography card for each of your sources (follow guidelines in attached handout.)
B.  Complete a minimum of ___ notecards following the guidelines taught in class (on attached handout). You must have at least ____ notecards for each source.

VI.  Outline Rough Draft 
A.  Now that you have gathered information on your topic you should have a basic idea of the order and topics you will cover.  

B.  Categorize notecards according to subtopic

C.  Outline your research paper with thesis statement, topic sentences, supporting information (follow guidelines taught in class).

D.  Your outline rough draft must be checked by your teacher before you begin your rough draft.

V.  Write your ____ paragraph/page rough draft 
A. Follow your approved outline.

B.  Include parenthetical documentation/MLA format (attached).
C.  Body paragraphs must include commentary and concrete details.

D.  Peer Edit

VI.  Create a Works Cited page according to MLA format
 
A.  Submit your rough draft to your teacher before beginning your final draft

VII.  Final Draft

A.  Edit and revise your paper.


B.  Create and submit a final draft of your paper and works cited page.



1.  One-inch margin on all sides 



2.  No title page, only Times New Roman, 12 font only, double-spaced
3.  Center title of your choice on top line approximately one-quarter inch below heading of the first page.

4.  See attached handout for full MLA requirements and formatting
VIII.  Prepare to present your findings to the class

A.  Prepare a visual aid to help the class better understand your report






