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DIBELS® Progress Monitoring

Building Happy Places

B> What do you do when you go fo a playground? Maybe you run as
quickly as you can to an empty swing, hop in, and soar to the sky. Al
children like to play and do fun things. There are lots of different ways

to have fun. Matthew is a teenager who uses a wheelchair. He wanted
some cool things for the playground that all children could use, so he did
something about it.

When he was only six years old, Matthew had a great idea. He
thought of a swing that all kids could use. If looks like a big boat. If can
hold two kids in wheelchairs and six other children at the same time. He
called it The Dreamer. The challenge for Matthew was fo look at all the
things on a playground and figure out how they could be made to work
with a wheelchair. That way all children could play together.

Matthew gives his time to a group that builds playgrounds that are
fun for all kids. The playgrounds have the usual swings that you would
find in most places. They also have swings like The Dreamer. Instead
of sandboxes on the ground, they have sand tables that children in
wheelchairs can use. Matthew helps the group raise money so they can
build more playgrounds. They built a special one called Friendship Place.
It was built at Matthew’s school.

For his work helping other children Matthew has been given many
awards. He even had his picture on a cereal box. He feels proud that
what he does helps all children play together and makes everyone happy.
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Kim Gets Ready

B> What is your house like in the morning? In my family, the morning is
a busy time. We children get ready for school while my dad and uncle
get ready for their jobs. They are fishermen. My name is Kim, and I live
in a country called Vietnam.

In the morning, my family eats breakfast together. We do not use
plates or forks. Instead, our table is set with deep bowls and chopsticks.
For breakfast, we may eat soup or rice with meat or fish. We often have
fruit, foo.

After breakfast, we put on our school uniforms. Then my sister and
I ride our bikes to our school. My older sister and brother walk to their
school. Because they are older, they go to a different school.

Where I live, children go to school six days a week. We do not go
to school on Sundays. In my classroom, I sit with one other child af a
desk. There are 30 children in my class. We have lessons in math and
language. We also learn about science and history. Each day, we take
a break from our lessons and do gymnastics. School tfeaches us to be
active.

Students in my school also learn fo be responsible. We take turns
cleaning. When it is my turn, I get fo school early. I may sweep the floor
or empty the trashcans.
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Cooking School

B> Cheese and crackers make a great snack, but not if you eat them
every day. When Jake came home from school, he ate cheese and
crackers. One day, he told his grandmother Nana he was tired of the
same snack. He asked her to feach him how to make a different snack.
When a smile spread across Nana's face, Jake wondered what she was
thinking.

Nana told Jake to wash his hands. Then she told him to get peanut
butter while she got non-fat dry milk and honey. They mixed the three
foods together. Then Nana told Jake something surprising. She fold him
to play with his food! Jake molded the dough into a dinosaur and then
info a flower. Then he ate the dough! “That was fun!” Jake said.

The next day, Jake told his friends about Nana's cooking lesson. They
all wanted to have a lesson from Nana, foo. Jake talked to Nana about
his friends’ requests, and they decided to have a cooking school.

Jake and his friends gathered in the kitchen on Saturday. Nana
had an apron for each child. She had four stations set up. At each
station, the kids learned how to make a healthy and delicious snack.
The children had so much fun, they asked Nana to have cooking
school once a month. Nana was happy to agree. No more cheese and
crackers for Jokel!
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A Gift of Chores

P> For a week, Wil and Max had been talking about how fo celebrate
Mom'’s birthday. The brothers had many grand ideas, such as buying
Mom a ring or sending her on a frip. However, there was one problem.
The boys did not have any money. What could they possibly give Mom
that did not cost a lot?

Finally, at dinner, Will and Max had an idea. It happened just after
the family finished eating. The boys cleared the table as they always do.
Mom began washing the dishes. As she did, she let out a huge sigh and
said she wished the dishes would wash themselves. Will and Max looked
at each other. They both had the same great ideal They would make a
chore coupon book for Mom.

First, the brothers made a list of chores such as washing the dog and
taking out the trash. Then they began making coupons from colored
paper. They cut pieces of paper in the size of dollar bills. Each boy made
five coupons for chores and a cover for the book. Then they stapled
them all together and wrapped the book.

The next morning, the boys gave Mom her present. She opened it
and read the cover. She flipped through the coupons. She exclaimed,
“This is the best present anyone has ever given me!” The boys felt happy
and proud.
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