AVID 11 Course Syllabus ~ 2011-2012
Course Description: AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a special program designed to support and assist selected students with their college preparatory curriculum.  The program goal is that every student reaches his or her potential, both as a student and as a citizen, and that he or she attends a four-year university in preparation for professional success.

Course Content: Throughout junior year, we will explore the following areas:
· Essay Writing/Timed Writing

· Standardized Test Prep (PSAT, SAT,ACT)

· Personal Statement (for College Admission)

· Career and College Awareness

· Senior Seminar Research Component

· Education Plan and Portfolio

· Tutorials

· Oral presentations, communication and leadership skills are incorporated throughout

Performance Review:  Students receive regular feedback regarding their performance in AVID.    The weighted grade will be based upon the following:

· Assignment, Projects, Presentations, Essays and Timed Writings

25%

· AVID Binder/ Cornell Notes





20%

· Participation (Tutorials, Classroom Activities,

and Progress Reports )






25%

· Portfolio and Education Plan





20%

· Registration and Completion of College Entrance Exams 

(subject to verification of (PSAT, SAT, ACT)



10%

AVID Intervention Procedures: The intervention process will begin if a student violates either the AVID agreement or the AVID course guidelines.

1. Documented Conference, Letter of Concern, Call to Parent/Guardian – Student will be counseled regarding the specific ‘non-productive’ behavior.  Parent/guardian will be notified of the problem and the student’s place in the program will be jeopardized.  One copy of the letter will be signed and returned to the teacher the following school day to be placed in the student’s file.

2. Probation/ Student Success Conference with the parent/guardian, AVID teacher, AVID counselor, and student – If the problem continues, a conference will be held to further assist the student to achieve success.  The student is considered to be on ‘probationary status’ and a review date will be determined.

3. Removal from Program – If the specific ‘non-productive’ behavior has not been remedied by the review date, the student is asked to leave the program at a date the counselor and the AVID teacher determine.

Don’t Forget...

· The school tardy policy applies in every AVID class.  Students need to be in their desks and ready to begin class prior to the final bell.  Excessive unexcused tardies will result in lowered final semester grades.

· Gum chewing, food, drink, hats, and electronic devices of any kind are not permitted in the classroom (bottled water is allowed).
· Students need to respect the classroom and the property within the classroom.  The desks and floor need to be kept clean and free of garbage.
· Students must do their own work.  Consequences for cheating and plagiarism are listed in the Mesa Handbook.
· Fighting, profanity, hate language, defiance of authority, or other extremely inappropriate behavior will result in an immediate referral and/or administrative intervention.
Late/Absence Policy: Make up work and assignments can only be done for excused absences. Days absent will be the allowed number of make-up days.
Excused Absence: If a student misses one class, he/she must check with me on the day of his/her return to class to inquire about missed work.  The work missed will be due on the following class day.  It is a good idea to communicate with me or other class members on the day before your return to class.  This will help you come to class prepared.

· Oral presentations, large projects or essays that have a due date set far in advance are due on the date assigned – regardless of absences! If you know you are going to be away, you must make arrangements to turn in your work.  Projects with extended due dates do not have the option of being turned in late.  NO excuses will be accepted!
· Socratic Seminars may be made up only in the case of an excused absence. If a student misses a seminar, he/she must write a 2-3 page analysis of the text used for the seminar. This paper is due immediately following the absence.

AVID Binder: If a student misses a binder check, the binder must be shown to me on the day he/she returns to school.  This applies even if the student does not have AVID that day.

Standardized Tests: PSAT, SAT, ACT, SAT II: Junior year is in many ways the most important year in a student’s college path.  It is during this year that critical tests, college choices, and final college planning are completed.  ALL AVID Juniors MUST register and take the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and SAT II tests.  Fee waivers are available, and students are encouraged to apply, as these waivers make it possible for other monetary waivers in the future.

Note: The PSAT must be taken in October or you will earn a zero for the “College Entrance Exams” portion of your grade for first semester.

Supplies: As part of the AVID curriculum, students need to supply themselves with (4) white board markers to be used in tutorials. If you wish to donate more, these items will always be accepted. 
Thank you for taking the time to review the course syllabus with your student.  Please sign and have your student sign to indicate that you have read and understood the policies set forth in this syllabus.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (951) 677-0568 ext. 6262 or email me at dguzman@murreta.k12.ca.us.  

Sincerely,

Denise Guzman 

MMHS AVID Coordinator

AVID 11 teacher
AVID 11 Syllabus Signature Page (please fill out and return to me)
Student Signature: 


__________________________________________

Student Name Printed:

__________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: 
__________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Name Printed:
__________________________________________

Work phone: ___________________________Work email: _______________________

Home phone: ___________________________Home email: ______________________

Please jot down answers to the following questions, so I can get to know your child better.

1. What would you like me to know about your child?

      2.   How can I be of service?

