TWIN VALLEY COMMUNITY LOCAL SCHOOLS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

This page will be signed and returned to the head coach prior to any student competing in interscholastic athletics in the Twin Valley Community Local School District.

A.
Discipline Code:

 
“I have received a copy of the Twin Valley Community Local School District’s Athletic Discipline Code. I consider the discipline code to be the warning should any violation of the code occur.  I understand that policies established in the Athletic Discipline Code of Conduct of the Twin Valley Community Local School District are in effect from the first organizational meeting and/or the first practice until the awards program for that season has concluded.”

B.  Equipment:
“I will be responsible for the equipment that I have been issued.  I understand that it is to be used for school activities only.  I will keep it clean, in good condition, and return it on the return date. I will willingly pay replacement costs for any article lost or damaged, other than that which is beyond my control or ordinary wear.”

 “I further understand that I may not participate in another sport or receive any awards until all equipment is returned and/or fees paid.”

C.   Risk or Injury:

 “I hereby acknowledge that I have been properly advised, cautioned, and warned by the administrative and coaching personnel of the Twin Valley Community Local School District that by participating in interscholastic athletics, I am exposing myself to the risk of serious injury. This could include, but is not limited to, the risk of sprains, fractures, and ligament and/or cartilage damage which could result in a temporary or permanent, partial or complete, impairment in the use of limbs, brain damage, paralysis, or even death. Having been cautioned and warned, it remains my desire to participate in athletics. I hereby further acknowledge that I do so with full knowledge and understanding of the risk of serious injury to which I am exposing myself.”

	
	
	     


Student Signature                                                                           Date

	
	
	     


Parent Signature                                                                           Date

10  ATHLETIC DISCIPLINE CODE

The coaches and school administration in the Twin Valley Schools believe certain standards of behavior, scholarship, and citizenship are important to a sound athletic program.  Expectations, sometimes beyond those required of non-athletes, may be imposed upon those who present themselves as athletes.

The following objectives show the importance of the established policies:

1.
To help encourage the athlete to recognize his/her responsibility to self, coaches, fellow athletes, and school.

2.
To help encourage the athlete to realize that winning is a team effort and a team concern.

3.
To help encourage the athlete to realize success comes only through self-sacrifice and hard work.

4.
To help encourage the athlete to be aware of the value of training rules. A sound mind and body are needed for maximum performances.

10.01   Athletic Conduct Policy

The following rules of conduct shall be in place for all athletics.

A.
In matters pertaining to personal conduct of athletes in which violations of sportsmanship, attacks on officials, or other acts of misbehavior occur, the head coach of that particular sport, with input from the athletic director and school administrators, will make the determination on the length of the removal from athletic participation.  The length of removal will be based on the severity of the offense.  (In to determine the penalties and whether or not the student may participate in athletics.)

B.
An athlete that has committed theft of school purchased athletic equipment or other school equipment shall be prosecuted or shall be expected to make restitution of missing items. Removal from athletic participation will be determined by the head coach of that particular sport, with input from the athletic director and school administrator.  The length of the removal will be based on the severity of the offense.

C.   Any disciplinary problems in school or in school related activities involving an athlete, whereby an athlete is suspended from classes, will result in removal from practice and competition for the same amount of time.

D.
An athlete must be in attendance at school at least one-half of the day to participate in practice or an athletic contest held on the same day.  Unless prior approval by the principal and/or Athletic director.

E.
Athletes must ride the team bus to and from all away contests. The only exception will be if a parent contacts the coach about an extenuating circumstance.

10.02  Athletic Training Policy

Any athletic who has in his/her possession, uses, or is under the influence of alcohol, tobacco, counterfeit controlled substances or narcotics, or any other behavior altering chemicals and/or drugs not specifically prescribed by a physician will:

First Offense:

1.  Be denied from participation in athletics for 25% of the season (or subsequent season).

2.  To be considered for reinstatement, the student and the guardian must have complied with the following and must have been fully honest and cooperative:

a.  Prior to reinstatement, a student must complete a tobacco, drug, and/or alcohol assessment if the infraction involved tobacco, drug, and/or alcohol.  The assessment is at student/family expense.  The student must follow any suggestions/recommendations by assessor.

b.
Prior to reinstatement, the student must have completed half of the ten (10) hours of school service (assigned by the building principal or his/her designee).

c.
Prior to reinstatement, the student must agree to complete an educational class/counseling related to correcting behavior that caused the suspension.  Failure to complete such agreed class or counseling within one calendar year shall itself be considered a violation of this Code of Conduct.

3.   Any number of suspended games, contests and/or events not fulfilled the current season will be carried over into the next extracurricular activity in which the student participates (for the entire season).  The student may participate in practices (with prior permission of the principal or his/her designee) while under an activity suspension, but may not participate, travel, or be with team in any games, contests, or events.

4.
Student self-referrals are encouraged and should be directed to the Athletic Director or Building Administrator. If the self-referral takes place prior to an investigation, involving that student and others involved, the suspension may be reduced to 20%.  This determination/reduction will be based on the student’s honesty and cooperation.

Second Offense:

1. Suspension from participating in all extracurricular activities for 365 days the date notified by the Athletic Director or Building Administrator.
2.
To be considered for reinstatement, the student and the parent/guardian must have complied with the following and must have been fully honest and cooperative:

a. Prior to reinstatement, a student must complete a tobacco, drug, and/or alcohol assessment if the infraction involved tobacco, drug, and/or alcohol.  The assessment is at student/family expense.  The student must follow any suggestions/recommendations by assessor.

b. Prior to reinstatement, the student must complete twenty (20) hours of school service (assigned by the building principal or his/her designee).
c.
Prior to reinstatement, the student must have completed an educational class/counseling related to correcting behavior that caused the suspension.

Third Offense:

1. Suspension from participating in all extracurricular activities for the remainder of their Twin Valley South career. The definition of Twin Valley South career will be as follows:

a. A Participating Student will have a junior high career (grades 7 and 8) – with the junior high career ending June 30 after the completion of the 8th grade.

b. A Participating Student will have a high school career (grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) that begins on July 1 between the completion of the Participating Student’s Eighth and Ninth grade years.

10.03  Miscellaneous Athletic Policies

A.
The procedure to be followed if an athlete considers changing sports in mid-season:

1.  From the time a student’s name appears on the official eligibility list for an interscholastic sport, he/she may not join another team or compete in another interscholastic sport until after the conclusion of the first sport season.

2.  Exception to a mid-season change of teams rule may be permitted if both coaches involved and the athletic director agree that a mid-season change of sports would be beneficial to the athlete without being unfair to the players of either team.

B.
The policy pertaining to physical examinations of students wishing to participate in athletics follows the rules and regulations set up by the Ohio High School Athletic Association.

1.  Athletic participation forms for high school and junior high participants shall be signed by a physician, the participant, and the parent or guardian, and must be on file with the administrative head before any candidate for a team may participate in a practice.  These forms necessitate the physician’s certification of the individual’s physical fitness no less than once each year.

C.
Conflicting Activities

Athletes are permitted to participate in more than on athletic activity per season providing that the coaching staff and the administrative team can reach an equitable/workable solution to possible conflicts.

10.04  Athletic Due Process Procedures

The Athletic Due Process Procedure will be followed if an athlete is considered in violation of any athletic policy.   A coach shall not take any disciplinary action against any athlete involving the possible violation of training rules until the athlete has been provided the following due process procedure:

A.
When the alleged infraction of the training policy becomes known, the athlete shall be given written notice of the possibility of denial of participation and the reasons for such action by the coach in charge.   The athlete will be given an opportunity to appear at an informal hearing before the principal or athletic director and challenge the reasons for the possible suspension or otherwise explain his/her actions.

B.
If, as a result of the hearing, the administrator finds the reasons for disciplinary action to have merit and determines to deny participation of the athlete, then within twenty-four hours of the denial, the parents or guardian of the athlete and the clerk of the Board of Education must be notified in writing.

C.
The notice to parents or guardians must include the reasons for the denial plus the right of the athlete, parent or guardian to appeal the denial to the superintendent; the right to be represented in the appeal; and the right to request that the hearing be held in executive session.

D.
In the case of less serious disciplinary matters, in which the athlete is removed from a curricular or extra-curricular activity for a period of less than twenty-four hours, the notice and hearing are not required.

11  ELIGIBILITY

11.01  All eligibility guidelines by the OHSAA and the Twin Valley Community Local School District are to be strictly enforced.

11.02  The rules and regulations of the Ohio High School Athletic Association shall govern the academic eligibility of the athlete to participate in interscholastic athletics at the high school and junior high level.

A.
In order to be eligible, a student in grade 9, 10, 11, or 12 must be currently enrolled and must have been enrolled in school immediately preceding grading period and received passing grades during that grading period in subjects that earn a minimum of 5.0 credits per year toward graduation and a minimum 1.5 G.P.A./4.00 (physical education does not count toward this 5.0 credit requirement).

B.
The eligibility or ineligibility of a student continues until the start of the fifth school day of the next grading period, at which time the grades from the immediately preceding grading period become effective.

C.
A student enrolling in the ninth grade will be eligible for the grading based on passing 75% of their 4th quarter 8th grade classes.   Thereafter, to be eligible a student in grades 9-12 must meet the requirement stated in part A above.

D.
A student enrolling in the seventh grade for the first time will be eligible for the first grading period regardless of previous academic achievement.  Thereafter, in order to be eligible, a student in grade 7 or 8 must be currently enrolled and received passing grades in at least five (5) classes during the preceding nine weeks.

E.
Summer school and other educational options may not be used to substitute for failure to meet the academic items specified above.

